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Now we are talking about drugs. In the present budget,
regardless of the method of transfer, there is not enough money.
There is not enough money to manage our health care system
and in fact to pay the cost of drugs, which is on the rise, and
to pay for medicine for seniors.

I reject this bill, which cuts health care and unemployment
insurance once again on the backs of the most disadvantaged.
This is what I object to.

[English]

Mr. John Bryden (Hamilton—Wentworth, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I do have my supporters; it is a great delight to hear
their applause. It is probably because they basically know what
topic I will deal with.

® (1600)

It is a pleasure to rise in support of the budget because it
breaks new ground in a way that has generally been overlooked
by the media and by some members of the House. I am speaking
of the fact that the budget, for the first time, declares that the
government is going to put some restrictions on the funding of
special interest groups. It will be setting out some guidelines to
bring order to what has been over the years a very bad situation.

For many years government funded advocacy groups have
controlled the political agenda. The government, in calling to
account special interest groups, will not only save a lot of
money, it will also change the way in which politics are
conducted.

The innovation that the government has introduced requires
all cabinet ministers to take personal care in the funding of
special interest groups. It has given Treasury Board very specif-
ic guidelines. The Minister of Finance did not mention them in
the budget so I will tell the House what the guidelines are.

Basically when a minister is deciding whether a group should
get government funding, the first question asked is how large the
public benefit will be because of the activities of the group. If
that group is going to do a great service and be of benefit to
many people, then the guidelines dictate that it should get
special attention for funding. However, if a group can raise the
money itself then ministers are instructed to give it less atten-
tion for funding.

If a group has a very narrow focus, then the guidelines suggest
that it should probably find its own funding. That is a very
important point. Many advocacy groups, single agenda groups,
have a very narrow focus. Many Canadians believe that these
groups should raise their own money to further their own causes.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Order, please. I must
interrupt the hon. member.

Government Orders
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I have the honour to
inform the House that a message has been received from the
Senate informing the House that the Senate has passed the
following bills: Bill C-73, an act to provide borrowing authority
for the fiscal year beginning on April 1, 1995; Bill C-79, an act
for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of money for the public
service of Canada for the financial year ending March 31, 1995;
Bill C-80, an act for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of
money for the public service of Canada for the financial year
ending March 31, 1996.

THE ROYAL ASSENT

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I have the honour to
inform the House that a communication has been received as
follows:

Mr. Speaker:

I have the honour to inform you that the Honourable Beverley McLachlin,
Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, in her capacity as Deputy
Governor General, will proceed to the Senate chamber today, the 30th day of
March, 1995 at 4.00 p.m., for the purpose of giving royal assent to certain bills.

Yours sincerely,

Judith A. LaRocque
Secretary to the Governor General

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
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[English]

BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 1995

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill
C-76, an act to to implement certain provisions of the budget
tabled in Parliament on February 27, 1995, be read the second
time and referred to a committee; and of the amendment.

Mr. John Bryden (Hamilton—Wentworth, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure to be interrupted with such good news.

I will carry on. I was describing the guidelines the treasury
board specifically developed for ministers to decide how they
should fund special interest groups—

An hon. member: You are going to be interrupted again.



