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homes decreases the safety of all of us. I understand the need of 
hunters and farmers for long guns but gun ownership in this 
country is a privilege, not a right.

These are the basic facts: Guns kill people and handguns in 
particular have no other purpose. Registration of all weapons 
would only be a minor inconvenience for those who need long 
guns to hunt. Handguns and assault weapons are not needed for 
hunting or by farmers for pest control.

I respect the right of Canadians to choose their hobbies but 
hobbies should not dictate public policy. Demolition car drivers 
do not control highway policy. Sport shooters should not try to 
dictate gun policy.

I urge the government to ensure that public safety is para
mount in our gun policies. All considerations are not equal in 
this debate. We must address the smuggling of weapons and the 
use of guns in the commission of an offence, but outlawing 
handguns and a registration system will contribute to a safer 
Canada.

By the way, the conference next year will be held in Bathurst, 
New Brunswick.

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton): Mr.
Speaker, last week I received letters on a very serious issue from 
the mayors of Brampton and Mississauga and the Coalition for 
the safety of our daughters.

Both Mississauga and Brampton have bylaws that prevent 
strip clubs from hiring persons under the age of 18. But many 
municipalities across Canada do not have such bylaws in place 
or do not have adequate resources to enforce them.

I join with the mayors of Brampton and Mississauga and with 
the coalition in calling upon the Minister of Justice to immedi
ately amend the Criminal Code of Canada to provide for the 
prosecution of strip club owners who employ persons under the 
age of 18. [Translation]

REGISTERED RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLANS
Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau): Mr. Speaker, 

the Minister of Finance is determined to remain silent about any 
plans he may have to tax our RRSPs and refuses to make a 
formal commitment not to tax them.

The Minister of Finance turns a deaf ear to public opinion and 
is using current consultations to deflect any questions. Senior 
citizens have often saved for years to have a decent income in 
their old age.

What is the minister telling them today? That he cannot 
guarantee their incomes will not be further reduced.
• (1405)

The government wants to change the rules in the middle of the 
game. Although the minister has been stalling for several days, 
he will have to make a decision. Seniors hope he will select the 
only fair option: no taxation of RRSPs.

* * *

AUTUMN FAIRS

Mr. Pat O’Brien (London—Middlesex): Mr. Speaker, as the 
colours of the country’s landscape begin to change and farmers 
begin to harvest their crops, the annual fall fairs are now in full 
swing. The fair is a longstanding tradition in Canadian commu
nities where families, friends and neighbours come together to 
celebrate the autumn season.

In my riding of London—Middlesex I have had the opportuni
ty to attend and participate in the Dorchester Fair; the Thomdale 
Fall Fair; the Lambeth Harvest Festival; the Iderton Fair, and 
southwestern Ontario’s largest, the Western Fair.

Tremendous community spirit and long hours of hard work 
make these fairs memorable events enjoyed by both my rural 
and urban constituents alike.

[English]
Congratulations to all the dedicated people in London— 

Middlesex who worked so hard to make fairs the great success 
they are.

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Mr. Cliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead): Mr. Speaker, remember 

when you were a kid and your mother forced you to eat broccoli 
even though you despised it? It looks like good old mother corp 
is trying to force Canadians to swallow yet another concocted 
dish. This one tastes more like stale fish.

First, the government floated the idea of taxing theatre tickets 
and movie rentals to raise revenues for the floundering CBC. I 
guess giving it over one billion bucks per year just is not enough. 
Now CBC television wants cable companies across the country 
to carry a new French language all-news station. It seems the 
companies do not want to carry it so mother corp wants the 
CRTC to force them to run it, even if no one wants the service, 
and this with our national debt exploding at over $530 billion.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Barry Campbell (St. Paul’s): Mr. Speaker, millions of 
Canadians are quite distressed by the attempt of some to distract 
us from the legitimate debate which must take place about guns 
in Canadian society.

A large majority of Canadians want tougher gun control 
because the presence of guns in our cities, our towns and our


