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Routine Proceedings

It is a positive undertaking. The Americans were not ready
one year ago. I am confident that after six months of discussions
we will be able to have an agreement that not only protects the
North American context but leads the way for good agreements
based on integrity and protection.
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JUSTICE

Hon. Warren Allmand (Notre-Dame-de-Grace, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

Recently the government announced that the war crimes unit
in the justice department would be cut from 24 to 11 employees.
In January the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and the
Minister of Justice announced a strategy to deport war criminals
currently in Canada. The minister stated that Canada would not
become a safe haven for such criminals.

Would the minister say how the government can maintain
these policy goals when the war crimes unit will be so drastical-
ly reduced?
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Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we can achieve those goals by
taking action. That is exactly what we have done in the case of
suspected war criminals.

Working closely with my colleague, the Minister of Citizen-
ship and Immigration, we have identified a number of cases
involving persons from the second world war in respect of whom
we have instituted or will institute civil proceedings for their
denaturalization and deportation,

Second, in relation to more modern wars and conflicts, we
have already instituted a proceeding in respect of a suspect from
the conflict in Rwanda.

We are committed to the principle that Canada will not
become a haven for those suspected of war crimes abroad. We
are keeping resources, both in justice and in immigration and
citizenship, sufficient to allow us to achieve that objective.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Mr. John Harvard (Winnipeg St. James, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I have the honour to present, in both official languages, the
report of the Standing Committee on Government Operations on
Bill C-58, an act to amend the Public Service Staff Relations

Act and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Act, without
amendment.
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PETITIONS
JUSTICE

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I
rise before the House once again to present the 16th petition in
this course of action undertaken on behalf of constituents who
wish to halt the early release from prison of Robert Paul
Thompson. April 11, 1995 is the date set for the parole hearing.

The petitioners 1 represent are concerned about making the
streets safer for our citizens. They are opposed to the current
practice of early release of violent offenders prior to serving the
full extent of their sentences.

The petitioners pray that our streets will be made safer for
law-abiding citizens and the families of the victims of con-
victed murderers.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, I rise today to present a petition
on behalf of 30 individuals, nine of whom are from the constitu-
ency of Wild Rose. The 21 remaining individuals come from
throughout Alberta.

The petition states: ‘““Your petitioners call upon Parliament to
act quickly to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act to prohibit
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and to adopt all
necessary measures to recognize the fully equality of same sex
relationships in federal law.”

I present this today on their behalf. I am opposed to this idea.
INCOME TAX

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, I have several petitions to
present today, two of which relate to tax increases and the
opposition of my constituents to any move by the government to
increase taxes.

Altogether I have 48 sheets of names opposing tax increases. I
heartily concur.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I am
also pleased to present a petition on behalf of constituents who
are opposed to the extension of same—sex benefits. I am pleased
to offer the petition with my complete support.
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[Translation]
RETIREMENT AGE

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to present a first petition on behalf of 262 residents of my



