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The Budget—Mr. Malcolm

that the industrial life of Canada is facing ruin
and that the budget under discussion will
complete that ruin. Unemployment has
always been cited in this house as an evidence
of the lack of appreciation of industry by the
government-—this government always has been
accused by hon. gentlemen opposite of being
unwilling to consider the unemployment of
labour in Canada. To me it is very difficult
to explain, except for one particular reason.
Our estimated population in 1914 was about
7.693000; fourteen years later, in 1928, our
estimated population is about 9,519,000, or an
increase of practically 2,000,000 in the popu-
lation of this country during a period of four-
teen years. Yet we are told that Canada is
not growing.

That population has been absorbed, Mr.
Speaker. The figures of employment in in-
dustry show a remarkable increase, and yet
hon. gentlemen opposite are quite honest in
their expressions of opinion, and those ex-
pressions of opinion can find some unemploy-
ment figures to support them. In this Do-
minion we have at the present time tens of
thousands of artisans and sailors who are out
of work, and who are not worrying about it.
They expected to be out of work; they made
provision for it, and now they are getting
ready to resume their spring operations. These
men are not now and never have been a prob-
lem of employment in Canada. I come from
a district in western Ontario where every town
has its full quota of sailors who are new
enjoying our Canadian winter sports, having
fully expected to take a two months’ holiday
in the winter before starting work again in the
spring. In addition to these men, however,
we always have the newcomer; we always have
had him and always will have him. He is a
man who in many cases hasnot adjusted himself
to the fact that in Canada many occupations
are seasonal, and he is an ever present problem
for municipal and provincial governments.
Until such time as he realizes that his oc-
cupation is seasonal and that during nine or
ten months of work he must make provision
for the remainder of the year he will always
say that Canada cannot produce enough jobs
to take up the entire twelve months. That
is something which we must admit in this
country.

Now I want to speak of this question of un-
employment from another angle, and first I
would like to read a statement from the in-
dustrial employment, bureau:

.There was a very noticeable decrease in
employment in the textile industry. A seasonal
curtailment was reported in the boot and shoe
industry and many of these factories are oper-

ating on part-time schedules. Operations in
several lumbering sections of the country were

greatly curtailed during the past thirty days,
and a large surplus of this class of labour was
reported.

Hon. gentlemen might consider that a very
unsatisfactory state of affairs, and probably
it is, but this statement does not deal with
conditions in Canada; it is issued from
Washington and covers conditions in the great
republic to our south. They also suffer there
from this same problem of seasonal employ-
ment. While hon. gentlemen opposite may
discuss unemployment in Canada, as they have
a perfect right to do and in connection with
which they have reasonable figures, and while
it must be admitted that there is a certain
amount of unemployment in cities like Toron-
to, Winnipeg and Montreal, yet one has but to
read the industrial press of the United States
to learn that of the 42,000,000 workers in that
country to-day 4,000,000 are unemployed, or
10 per cent of the total. That is admitted
by the statisticians at Washington and by the
leaders of the trades unions. The condition
in Canada is entirely due to seasonal employ-
ment, and does not in any way reflect a con-
dition comparable with that existing in the
United States.

In this connection I would like to place
a few figures on record. In 1921 the unem-
ployment in the Dominion of Canada, not
from the figures of the government but from
those of the trades and labour coucils, repre-
sented 12.7 per cent of their total member-
ship. By 1927, however, we find that we have
absorbed those newcomers to our country so
well that the percentage has gone down to
4.9.

Mr. HANSON: They have gone away to
the United States.

Mr. MALCOLM: “Just a moment; I will
answer that point very quickly. On the other
hand, in the United States the unemployment
this vear represents 10 per cent of their total
workers. My hon. friend says that the Cana-
dian unemployed have gone to the United
States. Let me read the employment of
industries, and we will see:

The year 1927 was characterized by steady
advances in manufacturing, in which activity
was greater than in any other year since 1920;
on December 1, the index was, in fact, higher
than on the corresponding date in all other
vears of the record, including 1920. Statistics
were r_eceived from some 3,875 manufacturers,-
employing, on the average, 472,286 operatives,
as compared with 452,392 in 1926—

That showed an increase of the operatives
gf the reporting firms themselves, on their own
figures, of 20,000 in the one year.

—while the mean index, standing at 95.6, com-
pared satisfactorily with an average of 92.1 in



