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as well of attacks of all sorts directed
against his father. 3

(Sir, unskilled as I am at dealing with
political problems, having only my good will
to offer for my country’s service, I have not
the right to claim your attention any longer;
and as I must admit, I feel a certain fright
dt the mere sound of my voice in this House,
I long, as you will understand, to resume
my seat. My last thought, that which has
inspired me a courage which seemed to fail
me at times, and one which you will greet
most warmly, is, as you surmise, for the
man whom all here respect and admire, to-
wards him who not only has won the esteem
and love of his fellow countrymen of all
parties, of all creeds, of all races, but who
has set his striking individuality in such
brilliant light, that from the banks of.the
Thames and from those of the Seine, rays
of his glory are reflected on the Canadian
home land.

My last thought, which is one of gratitude,
goes to my representative, the right hon.
Prime Minister, at whose feet I lay the hom-
age of the most enthusiastic love of the Can-
adian youth. Of course, my testimony will
not have much weight when compared with
the almost unanimous acclamations which,
from the maritime provinces to British Col-
umbia, have hailed his name, a name which
on the battle field was worth a flag. My
testimony appears still more insignificant, if
we recall the anguish shown throughout the
country when, in the course of the last par-
liament, a terrible disease and out of which
it was terribly sought to take advantage,
struck the idol of the Canadian people. And
lastly, my testimony would dwindle into
nothingness when compared with the feelings
of joy which harkened his return to health,
had it not to touch the heart of the greatest
amongst us, that feature of almost filial
feeling, independent of noisy manifestations,
that feature of inward reverence which
makes of my words the sincere, though im-
perfect echo of the very feelings of the
whole Canadian nation,

I second the motion.

Hon. G. E. FOSTER (North Toronto).
Mr. Speaker, I think I shall be entirely
within my rights if I ask the kindly indul-
gence of the House usually accorded to a
new member on first rising to address this
august assembly. It is not often that it
falls to the lot of a new member to follow
and in some degree to criticise the speeches
of the new members who ordinarily move
and second the reply to the address. Such,
however, is my position to-day. In the first
place, I congratulate very heartily the hon.
gentlemen who have moved and seconded the
address, in their maiden efforts in this House.
The hon. gentleman who represents the county
of Pictou (Mr. Macdonald) displayed an ad-
mirable confidence and a flow of words elo-
quent and copious, and his ideas, if they
do not altogether run current with mine, cer-
tainly commended themselves to the atten-

tion of this House. TUnfortunately, I was
not able to follow as closely the remarks
made by the hon. gentleman (Mr. Parent)
who seconded the address, but if I have a
proper understanding, both of these speeches
were exceedingly optimistic in their trend
and eulogistic in their purpose. The coun-
try obtained a due share of the remarks,
and attention of these hon. gentlemen and
my right hon. friend who leads the House
(Sir Wilfrid Laurier) was not bereft of a be-
coming share, as well in their regards and
their attentions. In both these respects the
country is pleased to have the congratulations,
my right hon. friend is pleased to have these

| renewed expressions of fldelity, and we on
| this side of the House have no fault to find

with either. I, speaking for this side of the
House, may at the outset say that we heartily
agrae with the hon. gentlemen who have
spoken, in extending our warm congratula-
tions to the distinguished gentleman who is
our new Governor General. We welcome him
as we have welcomed all Governors General
to this Dominion of Canada. We welcome
him especially as one of a long line of ances-
tors who have done grand service for the ex-
tension and government of this great empire
to which we all belong, and I do nof think
even in this age with all the rights and pri-
vileges of self-government, that the over-seas
dominions have and possess, and intend to
maintain, that the field is at all closed for
the exertion of similar influences, not of ex-
tension or of conquest, but of organization
of development and the knitting together of
all parts of the empire. Who does not
know that the Canada of to-day exercises
a very large influence on the policies and
the tendencies of government in the Bri-
tish empire ? Though no expression of
opinion may be made in this House, though
no expression of opinio@ may be officially
tendered in anyway, yet there is the atten-
tive heed paid to what are the tendencies
and thoughts and wishes of the great de-
pendencies beyond the seas, which have
their influence in determining policies and
in determining the trend and action of the
British government itself. Is it not equally
true that distinguished men, members of the
empire, coming from the mother islands to
the dependencies and over-seas dominions
such as this, have also a very strong part to
play and to fulfil in so knitting together, in
so carrying out the idea of co-operation of
sentiment and of effort, that this great, but
yvet to a large extent, unorganized world-wide
empire may become more firmly and securely
united than it is at the present time ? So
that our Governor General, welcomed here
for himself and for his ancestry, is wel-
comed here also by us for the work which
he has to do, and which we will welcome
and co-operate with him in doing.

In reference to the speeches, we may say
that the statements which have been made by
the two hon. gentlemen who have moved and
seconded the address, could be characterized




