
[JUNE 19, 1891.]

SET'LTLEN ENT OF ACCOUNTS BETWEEN
• CANADA, ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

Sir 'JOIHN THOMPSON moved secowl reading
of BiIl (No. 99) respecting the settlement of accounts
between the I)oimion of Canada and the Provinces I
of Ontario and Quebec, anîd between the said pro-
vimces. He said T:'lhe accounts referred to in the
title of the ill iave been in course of adljustmient
silice the union of the provinces.-md the ditticulties
which have arisen from time tLtimie iii the progress
of that adjustmnent are pretty'familiar to the House.
It is very i lesirable, in the iterest of Cainada, as wel]
as in the intlrest of the 'indiviluîal provinces con-
cerned, perhlups mllore in the interest of Canada thai
inl that of the poviices, that tlii.,s subject sihould
le bouht to a conclusion. ei Governmnîcît of
Canîada are trustees of funds bearing a con-
siderale. even a high rate of interest, and it isi
veIy deirale we should pay ; but we are unalble
to pay iiitil tle accouIILln ctweenl the provilnces
ii respet of these funds are adjusted. There

is no establishel metlod by which these accounts
are toi b-îe setti.d. .. :Last autianl .1Ilhad an oppor-
tiunity ro conjîfer with a representative of the
1rîovince of (O)ntario and a representative of the.
Province of Quebec, andl the conclusion arrived at.

wsthe schlemle embaodliein l the present Bill. PlTe
shemliie is siunply this: These unsettled accounts shall
beu sumittedl to aritration. The arbitrators shall
he of julicial rank, and- shall be agreeulon "before
being apinted bi all'of tie parties ;they shlall
leu thîree in înmber, (lie heills appoiitel by the
P>rovine of Queblc. one by the Province of Oitario,
an'i ne by the Douinion. They shall have the
fuillest. power of arbitrators, i order that the
settlemnenît shallibe complete, alin shall leave
no<îthIiii nl tiiideteriniiedi as regards these a unts.
1InLamuiicl as we desire the settlemeiit to be a coi-
plete andfinial oie, we ihave clothed tiiei with
larger pwers than judges possess ii ordinary
cases. ma wite mnake their deisiian l inuless thev
shall decie oni piestions of law, and then tvh
shall st atc the question of law amd the deision siudl
be uL.ject to revew.

Mir. LAURIER. The object of the Bill is eer-
tainlv a most desirable one. I uppose it lis leei
brotuhit foirwarl after previous ciniference with the
Goverm ects of Ontario awtil Quebec. I suppose
there is c rrespondeIne on the subject.

Sir JOHN THOMI PSON. leire is no corres-
pondece on the snbject, but i iad personal com-
munuicationîî, as I explaineld a few iuoients ago.
Ve hal a meet.ing at vhieh both Ontario and Q e-

hec were represented, and, in pursuance of the ui-
derstandhing arrived at there, those provinces have
passed a siilar Bill, aId it oly reluires our assent.

Sir RICHARD CA RTWB R. IHT. We shall aill
be very glad to sec the matter settled ; but I ven-
ture to hope that the arbitration may not take
quite as loug a timne as other arbitrations we wot
of-suhei, for examuple, as the arbitration between
the (-G overnmednt and the Canadian Pacifie Railway
Coimn P'y. We cannot, however, make auy abso-
lute provision for closing the arbitration at a certain
date.

Mr. LANGELIER. A Bill was passed by the
Legislature of Quelbece at its last session, containing
about te safe provisions as are to be found in the

Bil now before the louse. and thiTs Billcarries out
the arrangement etered into between the Govern-
nents of Ontario and Quebec and the Ioaninion

Governnent.
Mr. O'3RIE N. Will this inchde the settlement

of .the Intiai claims under the Robiisoni Tie.aty,
with respect to lands on the north shore of Lake
Huronî

Sir JOHN T.HOMP SON. Ves; it will.
Mr. ED)('AR. I observe that lby t.his Bill only

Canada is bi ound. I suppose thei two provinces
hoiiiiii tlieiiselves biy tlieir owîn legislatit.ii .

Sir .lOHN T HOM PSON. Yes.
Sir RICiARD CA1RTW)RIA HT. T should like

to iake an eq1 uiry of the inister of -Justice. I
see thiese gentlemilenî mmust all be ijudges. . suppose,.
however. it is not inteiled thluat thaey shall merely
take up this arbitrationi sliriigý such iitervals as
thicîr iluties permit. If thiat is the cise. it imay go
to a great length. It. seemos to me thiese gentlemuenl
will lave tu griv their time prretty mucuehi de di#
in di until they get. t.hrough, or solmie arrangement
imust be made to tlt.his effect.

Mr. MONT FAG UE. siioulid like to enuire of-
the Minister of Jistice whether thie chls of the

lississau.ras as to accrue intet est vill be inehled
in the referenîce .

Sir JOH)iN THOMPSON. Yes : thicr will be.
Motion agreed to : ill read the second tinme, and

House resolved itself into Coimittee.

(In the Connunittee.)

Sir JOuN TlF0 PSON. Vith regard to the
question asked by thie meber for South Oxford,
(Sir Richard Cartwright), there will 1.-e lit-le diifi-
01ulty in the arbitration bing disposd hof withinil
short time, quite withinî the perio.d of ai ord ina ry
piece of litigation. A great dalL of the account-
takig lias been done, anid the duties which will
devonve in the arbitrators will lbe mtiainlv the le-

ciding oif lega d questionîus. I dlu not think aniy long
exadinationni mti details will be ntcessary.

Mr. DIl)AR. I should like the Minister of
Justice to explaii wiait ismaiit by the torim)
" judges." Theire is nu definition of the word, and
no statemîîenît. as to wvhiat kiid of judges is men-
tionîed, and whether retired judlges are included.

Sir JOHN T HOMPsON. It was considered de-
sirable not to detine the rank the judges shiall be
of, and therefore, if they come in any sense within-
tie term "i judges " the choice is free. I do not
think retired judges woulid be Colnsilered3t judglçes,
however. 'T'hîe hon. gentleman will see that it is
providled that there shall be unaninous consent,
althougi the selection in the first place is made by
the Provincial GovernmIuents aid by the Dominion
Goverunment respectively.

Bill reported, and read the th ird time and passed.

CERTIFICATES TO MASTERS AND MATES.

M r. TUPPER moved second reading of Bill
(No. 12) to further anend the Act respecting certi-
ficates to masters and mates of ships. He said:
As I have already. explained, this il is for the
purpose of naking regular the practice that has
obtained since we have had a law concerning the
granting of certificates to masters and mates, to
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