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SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUN TS BETWEEN
- CANADA, ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moverd second reading
of Bill (No. 99) respecting the settlement of accounts
between the Dominion of Canada and the Provinces
of Ontario and Quebee, and hétween the said pro-
vinces. He said : The accounts referred to in the
title of the Bill have been in course of adjustment
since the union of the provinces.and the difficulties
which have arisen from time to'time in the progress
of that adjustment arve pretty familiar to the House.
Itis very desirable, in the jiiterest of Canada, as well
as in the interest of the “individual provinces con-
cerned, perhaps more in the interest of Canada than
in that of the provinces, that this subject should
be brought to a conclusion.  The Government of
Canada are trustees of funds bearing a con-
siderable. even a high rate of interest, and it is
very desirable we should pay ; but we are unable
to pay until the accounts hetween the provinces
in respect of these funds are adjusted.  There
is no established method by which these aceounts
are to be settled.  Last autuwmn I had an oppor-
tunity ro confer with a representative of the

Provinee of Ontario and a representative of the

Province of Quebee, and the conclusion arrvived at
wits the scheme embodied in the present Billl The
scheme is simply this: Theseunsettled aceounts shall
be submitted to arbitration.  The arbitrators shall
be of judicial rank, and shall be agreed upon before
being appointed by all of the parties ; they shall
be three in number, one being appointed by the
Province of Quebec, one by the Provinee of Ontario,
and one by the Dominion.  They shall have the
fullest power of arbitrators, in order that the
settlement  shall be complete, and  shall leave
nothing undetermined as regards these accounts.
Inasmuch as we desire the settlement to he o coms-
plete amd dinal one, we have clothed them with
larger powers than  judges possess in ordinary
cases, aml we make their decision linal unless they
shall decide on questions of law, and then they
shall state the question of law and the decision shall
be subject to review. !

Mr. LAURIER. The object of the Bill is cer-
tainly i most desivable one. I suppose it has been
brought forward after previous conference with the
Governments of Ontario and Quebec.
there is correspondence on the subject.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. There is no corres-
pondence on the subject, but 1 had personal com-
Smunication, as I explained a few moments ago.
We had a meeting at which both Ontario and Que-
bec were represented, and, in pursuance of the un-
derstanding arrived at there, those provinces have
passed a similar Bill, and it only requires our assent.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. We shall all
be very glad to see the matter settled ; but I ven-
ture to hope that the arbitration may not take
quite a3 long a time as other arbitrations we wot
of —such, for example, as the arbitration between
the Giovernment and the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company. We cannot, however, make any abso-
lute provision for closing the arbitration at a certain
date.

Mr. LANGELIER. A Bill was passed by the
Legislature of Quebec at its last session, containing
about the same provisions as are to be found in the

I suppose

{ficates to masters and mates of ships.

Bill now hefore the House. and this Bill carries out
the arrangement entered into between the Govern-
ments of Ontario and Quebec and the Dominion
Ctovernment.

Mr. O'BRIEN. Will this include the settlement
of the Indian claims under the Robinson Treaty,
with respect to lands on the north shore of Lake
Huron? .

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  Yes; it will.

CAMr. EDGAR. T observe that by this Bill enly
Canada is hound. I suppose the two provinces
hound themselves by their own legislation ¥

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  Yes.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. T should like
to make an enquiry of the Minister of Justice. I
see these gentlemen must all be judges. 1 suppose,.
however, 1t is not intended that they shall inerely
take up this arbitration during such intervals as
their duties permit.  If that is the case, it may go
to a great length. It seems to me these gentlemen
will have to give their time pretty mnch e dic
i diesuntil they get shrough, or some arrangement
must he made to this effect.

Mre. MONTPAGUE. T should like to enyuire of
the Minister of Justice whether the claims of the
Mississangas as to acerued intetest will be included
in the reference ¥ .

Siv JOHN THOMPSON.  Yes ; they will be. -

Motion agreed to : Bill read the seeond time, and
House resolved itself into Committee.

(In the Committee.)

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  With regard to the
guestion asked by the member for South Oxford,
(Nir Richard Cartwright), there will be little difli-
culty in the arbitration being disposed of within a
short time, guite within the period of an ovdinary
piece of litigation. A great deal of the account-
taking has been done, and the duties which will
devolve on the arbitrators will be muinly the de-
ciding of legal questions. I do not think any long
examination into details will be necessary.

Mr. EDGAR. I should like the Minister of
Justice to explain what is meant by the term
“Judges.”  There is no definition of the word, and
no statement as to what kind of judges is men-
tioned, and whether retived judges are included,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. It was considered de-
sirable not to detine the rank the judges shall be
of, and therefore, if they come inany sense within-
the term ¢ judges ™ the choice is free. [ donot
think retired judges would be considered judges,
however. The hon. gentleman will see that it is
provided that there shall be unanimous consent,
although the sclection in the first place is made by
the Provincial Governments and by the Dominion
Government respectively. :

Bill reported, and read the third time and passed.

CERTIFICATES TO MASTERS AND MATES.

Mr. TUPPER moved second reading of Bill
(No. 12) to further amend the Act respecting certi-
He said :
As I have already.explained, this Bill is for the
purpose of making regular the practice that has
obtained since we have had a law concerning the
granting of certificates to masters and mates, to



