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approach to complex questions whiçh cannot be resolved by

rhetoric . Limited membership may also be conducive to better

understanding and hence to a more earnest and direct attack

on specific issues .

The origins of this Conference are diverse and are

reflected in its character . What began as a reaction to the

quadrupling of petroleum prices in late 1973 has evolved over

the past two years into a Conference designed to examine many

of the world's major economic problems, in addition to those

associated with energy . The Conference will undoubtedl y

address the various demands for changes in the world's economic

system which have been put forward by developing coùntries in

the United Nations . Since the first impact of the oil price

rise Canada has been a consistent advocate of such a consumer.,

producer dialogue and has in particular advocated including

the "innocent victims" -- the most seriously affected

developing countries -- in the dialoçlue . I am therefore

particularly gratified that the Conference can truthfull~,

be described as a dialogue betwcen developed and developing

countries, between producers and consumers of petroleum, and

between producers and consumers of other raw materials .

During the corni.rrc3 year the Conferencc will attvrnpt

to reach agreement by consensus on a variet.y o f important

issues in the fields of euergy, raw mciteri,ils:, d,.>vel01)r1;-;1t

and fir,nnce . It is my hope that in the process it will ma}-.c

a pos it ive c•c,ntr•il_lution t_o a now era of inteir ►at.ic-nal :• .• .~rrc, : :,i ;

cooi-erat iun by fc, îtc-r-i nq bot-.ter unclor standinuj and by ::t ir.lul .it in .r

on-qo1 ri<i wo~r•}, in ot hcrr bodies such as t,NC'l'AD , U N I DO, t`i ;•


