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7. TIIE POLITICS 0F GUN CONTROL

No strategy can bc constructed in a vacuum. GuFI control, like otlier progrcssîve measures, faces
a dive-rse ranigeol*opponcnts. Qui te apari from thosc who have di ffcrecnt piorities for hcalth from
crime preven(ion and for peccbtilding. thcrc are a range of grouips wvhich have a niatcrial interesits
iii the arms trade, thosc who r-cjcct the elficacy of fîrcarms control and ihose whlo cmbracc a
tircarnis ideology %vhich associates frccdoin %vith gunls in a donicshic and intcrnational contexi. The
Amncian firearîns lobbv and its international affiliates arc probably thc Most active in this dornain
and hav t\ltcmlptcd (o construct effort,; of the United Nations to control [ircarms and smail arrns as
part oi an international conspiracv bo ban ci vilian use of rircarms. Perhlaps becausc oU the
poýlitiuiilli of guiî control, thecre has bccen considerablc dcbatc about (lie issue and about the
aipproprIiat(cncss oU currcnt cf*forts to rcduicgun dcath a.nd injury.. S mlc have s.ýuggcsted that
fircarnis dcath and injury arc flot scrious problcms cornpared to other causes or dcath such as
canccr".<" Offhers have argucd that thcrc is littIc cvidence to support the Iink bctwcen access to
1 ircarins and rates ol dcath and have disputcd the studies which propose that stricter Controls on
fircarmis recduce gun death and Injury.69 Some have suggestcd that inecas-ing access;to firearrns
thirotigh arîiiing for self protection saves lives and reduces injury.7 These studies have been
critUcued f'or meithodological problcms. 7 1Some or thecse studies have been disniisscd as "politîial
lintcnvenlon" 7 -and certaiil y thérc have been paraillels drawn betwecn the gun lobby and the
tobacco lobby's ef forts to shape the research agenda.73 The gun lobby includes divergent groups
%vith a range of agendas. Thcy promote a dichotomy between law'-abiding gun owners" and the
"1criiinil eler-nent" and maintain that controls on lcgally held guns \vIll have noecffect on illegal
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