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7. THE POLITICS OF GUN CONTROL

No strategy can be constructed in a vacuum. Gun control, like other progressive measures, faces
adiverse range of opponents. Quite apart from thosc who have different prioritics for health from
crime prevention and for pcacebuilding, there are a range of groups which have a material interest
in the arms trade, those who reject the elficacy of fircarms control and those who embrace a
[ircarms idcology which associates freedom with guns in a domestic and international context, The
Amcrican [ircarms lobby and its international alfiliates are probably the most active in this domain
and have attempted to construct efforts of the United Nations to control fircarms and small arms as
part of an international conspiracy to ban civilian usc of fircarms. Perhaps because of the
politicization of gun control, there has been considerable debate about the issue and about the
appropriateness ol current efforts to reduce gun death and injury. Some have suggested that
fircarms dcath and injury arc not serious problems compared to other causcs of death such as
cancer.®8 Others have argucd that there is little evidence to support the link between access to
fircarms and rates of death and have disputed the studies which propose that stricter controls on
fircarms reduce gun death and injury.69 Some have suggested that increasing access to fircarms
through arming for self protcction saves lives and reduces injur_\'.7() Thesce studies have been
critiqued for methodological problems. 71Some of these studics have been dismissed as “political

s .
72 and certainl y thére have been parallels drawn between the gun lobby and the

intervention™
tobacco lobby’'s efforts to shape the rescarch agcnda.73 The gun lobby includes divergent groups
with a range ol agendas. They promoltce a dichotomy betwecn "law-abiding gun owners" and the

"criminal clement" and maintain that controls on Iegally held guns will have no effect on illegal
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