
Ut roils up softly from the
eastern bank of the Ottawa
River - a low, sensuous
wave of mysterious curves,
copper huis and ancient-
looking, cliff-like vistas.
Canada's newest museum
seems shaped Iess by human
hands than by centu ries of
fast-moving water, ice and
wind. Vet the new Canadian
Museum of Civilization, open-
ing on June 29, is every inch
a product of the information
age - a prototype museum
of the twenty-first century.
Innovation has been the
watchword on the proj ect
from the very beginning.
Architect Douglas Cardinal is
renowned for Nis pioneering,
organic approach to building.
Many consîder this his
masterpiece.

From the outset, everyone
involved in the project real-
ized that Iaunching a vital
new cultural institution meant
rethinking what museums are
aIl about. Gone is the static
''display-case"' mentality.
lnstead, many artifacts in the
museum's collection will be
set in a living historical con-
text. At every turn, the skills
of artists, actors, filmmakers,
photographers, and crafts-
people of aIl kinds have been
called on to heighten the
experience. The resu It? A
hands-on appeal to the intel-
lect and the senses - a
place where learning and
entertainment meet.

Transported back to the natu-
raI and human environments
of the pre-European coast,
visitors have a firsthand
opportunity to experience the
cultures that produced these
works. Actors, dancers and
performers are on site to cap-
ture the imagination. And
direct audience involvement
is always a possibîlity.
Everywhere, characters from
West Coast native mythology
will make their appearance.
Under the huge cedar beams
of the longhouses, 'adven-
turous visitors can beat
drums, learn trom story-
tellers, and jot n in the action.
For the athletic, there will
even be Haida canoes - hol-

jCanada's new
*Museum of Civili-
zation combines

*architectural genius
m ith modern tech-
nolog-y to create an
international cul-tural attraction.

the nation are woven through
a landscape of time and
space,
H-ere you could find yourself
dancing the cotillion in a town
square in old New France,
surrounded by actors and
performers recapturing the
spirit of yesterday's life-
styles. Elsewhere, you can
join in a nineteenth-century
fur trading ceremony or


