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Cbristmas Wouldü ot:Be Chrisr- ta To Hlm Wîth~-
out This Tn ieExpýression 0f L-ove From Home

ANADA'S sons in service abroad are goingCto have the merriest Christmas this year

of any that they hav e experienced since

~ heroic advances, and their knowiedge
E l that the foe is beaten and weakening every

day witbi a weakness that can know no
recovery and end oniy in his justly deserved disastcr,
wili make it a happy hoiday.

Whether, at Christmas, the enemy has crumbled and
surrendered, or whether hie is continuing in his desperate
but impotent defence wîll make no real difference in the
Christmas situation. Our boys who are in service over
there cannet get back home for the holiday by any
miracle, flot even if there has been an unconditional
surrender.

And nu matter bow happy thcy nmay be because of tbis
turn of affairs that their valour has brought about, vou
can make it a stili happier Christmas for them by sencfing
themn a box for the holidays.

It is getting late. That box must be sent now-without
delay. Do flot waste a dayingetting it ready. It

dos' atrif they are' to ave te very best sort of a

Christmas feast provided for them, as many will have,
it wili flot be compiete without that box froin home.
The day wll flot be quite the samne without sorte token
and without a sample of good oid "home cooking. "

Man of the boys wiil be in the trenches in the front
lines-or the lines must be beld and advanced, Christ-
mas or nu Christmas-or in the open, chasing Huins,
or in many places in adivance of the base and if any great
spreads are prepared for the majority, these boys on
duty wili be unable to jin. You do not know whether
your own boy wii be back at the base for the Christ mas
teast or whether he wîll be in the front lines on Christmas
Day, but ify ou send him a box now you will be sure that
it will reac his Division Headquarters in imie to, be
forwarded and that messengers will on that day take the
Christmas boxes to whoever may be in advance on dutr,
And su there is a double reason why sucb a b)ox shoud
be sent on.

MANY weeks ago arrangements were made tu insure
IIprompt delivery of the Christmas boxes. There will

be few deiays or mitakes, providing you do your prt
now, address and pack the box properly and rusrhit
off tuO him.

What tu send him and just bow tu pack that box is a

problemn that shouid be solved at once. First of aIl,

bear in mnd that there wii be tons of these boxes.
Picture the mail that comes on Christmas time mbt your

une small home îown. And then picture the Christmas
mail that will go forth from ail parts of the Dominion
tu the boys-great mountains of it. The boxes cannot be

handled singly, or like a package marked "Glass, With
Care." They must be sacked at your own office and re-

sacked for the ship and hoisted aboard and hoisted off
over there. Tbey must be piled mbt trains and go tu the

bases and from there in motor trucks to regimental
headquarters and there sorted for the compaflies.

And by that time the box has had some rather bard
usage. Noodinar cardboard box will stand this strain.
On the other hand, thick wooden boxes are out of the
question, they are too, bulky and far to0 beavy- But
tere are several sorts of boxes that are just suited for
thjs. A neat strong tin box is probabiy best of ail.
A medium-sized biscuit lin or any box of that sort. Next
are thse boxes made of very ight and thin wood, about

the thickness of thse wooel in which comb honey is loflflea
for the market.

Dl RUGGISTS, grocers, and other merchants have

''many such boxes whicb are suitable. And next
cornes the box made of thse corrugated cardbard such as
is Used for mailing photograpbis. Such cardboard is in

t-u thicknes5ses with the corrugated or "wave-line'*

By UONT. TUR

An idea w.orth ,vhi le!
Be fore boxing, wrap

~gifts in bandana or
khahi handkerchief

-Which in it eif je
Mot acceptable.

boarti between. A box of this sort, with a cuver that
slips down uver the box at Ieast two or three inches, wilI

serv e quite weli. But it must l)e su, packed that nu
liquidaý or dalup1 goods, like jams, can break and leak, as
this w'li soften the cardbýoard and cause it lu tear open
andthie contents r,ttle out during rough usage.

The lin andti b wooden boxes tlit best service ]ast
season. A few dents in the tin boxes and a few cracks in
the wooden unes diti nu barm. A bit of jelly Ieaking out
mbt the box did nu barni.

Sce that tbe address îs painteti un the tin in at Iat
twu places su that if it is scratcberl or rubbetl off in one

place it wiii be found in another. But before you do this,
put the address on a card înside the box, for as a Iast
resort if boxes arrive wthout address they are opened,
and officers look for this very thing-the address inside.

If you wrap the boxes, and they shouid be wrapped
with stout pi' per berause this prutects them f rom bruises
and forms a sort of thin cushion for them, be sure and
put the addtess ini twu or three places on the oulside
wrappings. Tags are flot advisable berause they tear

Our «ounded heroa, before ail others, must flot b. denied
to>', in thir atochîngs, and thié photo taon et the 3rd
L.ondon General Hos pital Iast vaG, shows ÀIo.Jweapahin*

toya and usefal presents for th.euoud.

off. The wooden boxes sbould also have addresses
painted on them. Your Christmas box now bas thse
boy's address inside, painted on thse box, and also on the
outer wrapper. It is well wrapped and tied witb good
cord, neyer with twine. Stout inen cord, inen fisb uine,

or soniethîng of that nature that xvll not easily break
or wear througb in the days of constant joggling and
friction with other boxes in transît.

What to give the boy is, up to a certain point, not
difficult tu decide. A trench mirror is fiat and takes up
no rooni. You say he bas one. You mean he ' 1had "
une. IIlow do you know that it is not lost, or rusted or
damaged anme other way? It is probably dulled by wear,
and the brigbt new unewîll aiways begratefully receix cd.

Razor blades? Certainly. Life in the trenches is
death to razor biades. The dust andti nud gets into the
pores of the skin and the biade that would serve the
boy witb four good shaves at home will be dlled witb
une shave. Give him plenty of themi. There are small
arrangements for sharpening various makes of blades,
a boider and oilstone or a strop, depending on the make.
SentI one along su that be tan faîl back on it when bîs
new blades are dulled.

A pocket knife is useful. Tihe big boys over tbere are
like the litie boys at homte, always losing a knifc anti
always necding une. Perbaps lie bas bast bis bousewife
kit and needs needles and pins and a few buttons for
undergarînents, anti some safery pins to patch up the
uniforîn tom uon barbed wire mntil lie can bave a nem,0one
issued.

Cigarettes? By aIl means, and a pipe if be is a pipe
smnoker. Soute good tobacco, bis favourite brand. A
fountain iîen, a fcw ink tablets that may be dissoived
in water tu make goud wrîting ink. Socks. Wristlets,
inuffler-remeniber be bas no steaniheat and bot and colti
running waîner and carpets ant imorris chairs and woven
wire springs anti woolien sleeping garments in the
trenches. Wben tbe boy's feet are tlry anti bis wrists
warmi anti the biting wind kept ont of bis neck, he's comi-
fortable and practically safe front colds.

1)UT the boy wants a littie nearer touch of homne, too.
13DIlave you a few snapsbot s taken ibis year? lIow
about a picture of I{ate, the family horse, anti Gyp tbe
tîog, and even Thomnas, the firesitie cat? And of course
if there are little brothers and sisters, or lttle lots of bis

uwn, send the lastest pictures of them. They will meaP.
mure lu him than ail the works of art in the world. When
he sees their confident, smiiing faces he wiil feed tbat he
bas been fighting for something wortb wbile, flot only for
suffering others, but to prutect bis own frum the posai-
bility of such suffering.

Seni him something good to eat. Nothing tbat will
spoil in transit. If you can malte a small'fat mince pie,
of the good old spiced niîncemeat, cooked rather dry,
not 100 much muisture in it, and leave it in the tin baking
plate and fasten a tim fiat board over the top, or put
two tin plates together witb a pie in eacb and flrst make
boles in tbe rims s0 that you can wire tbemn toýether,
they 'Il get there safe and sound and fill bis heart wab joy

anUbs stomach with cumfort. Fruit cake tIsaI will fot
crumble, but will keep indefinitely is good. Little jars of
marmalade, some of that thick quince preserve, a bit of
mint apple preserve-whatever it was he best liked at
home. Fi in the chinks of the box with sticks of chewîng
gum, some of the bard old-fasbioned peppermints, and,
above afl else

A Joint Letter From Eqery One in the Familyl

You knuw your own son or brother or busband or
sweetheart-you know bis likes and disiikes, yuu know
bis especial fondness for some tbingh or tbings that
you can get intu the box. Fold up thsehomne paper and

stick it in, even if you have lu separate thse sheets and
fold them separately.

He deserves tIse box. You know that. Don't deiay,
get il ready to-day. If you have any doubts as to size
or weight, your postmaster will promptly inform yuu.

Pack that Cbristmas box for him.
Do il right. Do it now!


