THE MUNICIPAL MISCELLANY.

the r4th day of December in each year, or on such day n
the next year not later than the 1st day of February as the
council of the municipality may appoint.” On reading this
carefully it will be seen that the collector is bound in law
to return his roll 'on the 14th of December, provided the
council do not make provision to extend the time.  And
taking the wording of this section as it stands, even the
council would ot be authorized to extend the time bcyqnd
the rst of February.  However, the next following section
covers this difficulty for it says that *“in case the collector
tails or omits to collect the taxés or any portion thereof by
the day appointed as in the last preceding section mention-
ed the council of the town, village or township may by
resolution, authotize the colléctor, or some other person in
 his stead, to continue the levy and collection of the unpaid
taxes in the anner and with the powers provided by law
for the general levy and collection of tases.” A good col-
lector ‘will endeavor to’ have his roll retirned not later
than the ‘fst' of Febriary, as he has no certainty that the
Council will agree to extend the time, and he and his
 Sureties would be lidble, * : ;
“The ‘council of towns, villages and townships may
 extend the time for the return of the collector’s roil by a
mere resolation 'duly passed, but a city council is required
tofix the time or times by by-law.
Section 135 provides that if any o ’
in the collector’s roll remain unpaid, and the collector 1is
Not able to collect the same, he shall deliver to the treas-
urer of his municipality an account of all the taxes remain-
¢ due on the roll; and, in such account, the collector
shall show, opposite each assessment, the reason why he
uld not collect the same by inserting in each case the
ords “non-resident,” or “not sufficient property to dis-
fain,” or “instructed by council not to collect,” as the
Case may be; and such collector shall at the same time
tiish the clerk of the municipality with a duplicate state-
Ment of such account. The clerk on receiving this account
the collector must mail a notice to each person
Pearing on the roll with respect to whese land any taxes
ear to be in arrear for that year, :
. Secction 136 provides that the collector upon making
th before the treasurer that the sums mentioned in such
unt remain unpaid, and that he has not by diligent
lutry, been able to discover sufficient goods or chuitels
nging to or in the possession of any occupant thercof,
: o
ll be credited with the amount not realized.
ds the collector and his suré -
at of taxes on the roll, and gets credit and a discharge.
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In addition, if the goods arc sold the bailiff is entitled to
five per cent on the amount of the claim, but if the claim
is settled ‘after seizure and before sale he would only be
entitled to three per cent . He may also clajm ‘.Ja)” for
actual disbursements if the claim for (iisbursexxne;lts is a
reasonabie and necessary one.  Where a seizure is made
the coliector should retain possession of the goods either by
removal of them, or by placing some person in charge for
him, or he may take a bond that the goods will be umrth-
coming when required.
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We have on oue or two previous oceasions urged the
advisability of forming a Municipal Clerks’ Association for
Ontario, and we have reason to believe that many of our
clerks are favorable to such a project, but ag yet the move-
ment waits sowe one to take the mitiative. The coun ty of
Haldimand bas a local association, or at least the clerks of
that county have been in the habit of meeting togei;her
annually for the discussion of matters connected with the
routine woik of the oilice, They have found such meetin 8
very pleasant and helpful, and their anuual gathering hf.:s
also been the means of bringing about uniformity ir; t}‘w
best methods of oflice routine. It would be well for e
clerks in each conuty to follow the example of \Ventwort};
and hold an annual meeting in some central place, at which
amony other things they could appoint a representative to
attend the provineial convention when such hag been called
ag we doubt not it will be in the near future. Tixat/é
provincial association would be beneficiul to clerks ag well
as to the public we fully’ believe, for there aye many
improvements which might be suggested tending towar(.])s
greater simplicity of work and lessened expense to the
municipalities if the suggestions of those whoge business it
is to carry the lawsiinto practice have due weight witl; Shy
legislators. No class hasg.better_ right ‘to know what is
necessary and workable In municipal matters e thA
ollicials who have to put the laws into practice. Tsolat 3,
as individuals, municipal clerks are without the inﬁusqe
which the important position which they hold entitles tiuice
to, and e are couﬁden't t}lat the discussions and practic:;
suggestions of an association would have much weight wit}
the Government when changes in municipal laws ape €0 2
templated. As_ib is, the annual sessions of Pa-l‘liame;(.-,
never pass by without some chs_mgas in these laws, and
geuerally in the direction of adding Two.{.-k to the municin, 1
oierk. 1t is u fact that the laws affeeting the munie; p;_t
tiew have by frequent changes become so Ct;mplex th;t);a ¥
takes a vory large portion of the clerk’s time to ke ~l g
himse!f posted ou his duties.  No clerk, we ventupe to s;p
undertakes auy of his various duties such ag Preparine
debentuie by-tnws, attending to drainage matters g, ti]
thousand avd one other things that periodically <;ro .
without devoring hours to the study of the various c]I; uup,
of the statutes bearing on the matter {n hand, and he 8?:
happy if even then he can form a clear conception of hig

whole duty in the premises, . Even the most experienced of

clevks have o devote much time to unlearning what the

had alecaly thought they had at their finger ends, go man‘)f
and consiunb are anges made in our loeal }aiws. It 1)
not as if onr i ipal laws were fixed and unchanging, f e{
then the lessol oe learned would Dbe suiﬁc‘ieﬁt, g}'.l‘l?l
public do 10t take this phase of the matter irto account ir?

u the value of the clerk’s serviees,

estil ; :
neee ;} devoted to carrying on the work ofoéhshxzu:xlinc}ﬁ
pa u proper and efficient manner. With the practical
e the elerks to aid them, and being as a bod S
i 1t cluss, there ean be no doubt thay they mg;f{

. valuable suggestions from tinme o titio ' in
yelution to snuplifying the present lnnicipal methods P
, and

of deereasing Lo wunicipal burdens in other vespocts,
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