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Book Reviews.
The Great Fig-ht, Poemis and Sketches, by Dr. William Henry Druninioud, author

of "The Habitant,'' "Johnic Courteau," etc. ; edited withi a biographical
sketch of thc poct's wife, May Harvey Drummnond. William l3riggs, Toron-
to, Publishiers. I>rice, $1.25 net.

SN this last collection of Dr. Drurnnond's works, there is portrayed a more var-Iied list of phiases of Frenchi-Canadian Life than in bis previous volumes, In
*'Chibongamon" and "Tbec Great 1Figbit," the poemn that gives its naine to, the
volume, we have the Dr. Drumm-ond of "The Habitant." To tbe people wbo
knew himi intiniately bis higbiest aimi in life was to furtber a feeling of common in-
terest anci sympatbectic neighiborliîîess betweeni the Englisli and French races in
this country. I-e hiad live(l a great ipart of bis life iii the closest connection. witb
the "habitant,'' ani liad grown to admire ai love hini. lie points out a few of
the types ami lets tbenm tell their own story iii brokeni English to bis Canadian
rea(lers, an(l in tbiis wav bas (loue miore than could bc acconiplisbied by any series
of biomiebes.

The poemns in "The Great Figbt" were written at various timies, lut mainly
since the publication of "The Voyageur." Many of tbem, sncb as "Tbe Calcite
Veini," and "Silver Lake Camp,'' give a picture of the Frenchi-Canadiail in the
Cobalt imîning diistrict, wbere the poet spent bis last days. His cbaracteristic
Frenchi-Canadian huminor (which in bis case inay be largely lrishi ini its descent),
andi his quaint, ho>bmely sentiment is everywTbere visible in bis work ; and, as bis
biographer says, "the poefls aIl ring trule, and clean and healthy, ami in tbemi,
wbether bumorous or sad, tbere are siniplicity an(l a dlirect appeal to the heart."

Throiugh the Ma.gi-c Door, by I)r. A. Conan Doyle. Published by William Briggs,
Toronto. Price, $1.25 net.
This new book, by the popular anthor of the Sbierlock Holmies stories, will be

welcomned by a large rcadiîig public. It l)resents us with an aspect of bis dlisposi-
tion of wbicli many of bis admirers are (loubtless ignorant. Dr. Conan Doyle is
a literary critic of considerable mienit, as well as a writer of detective stories.

In tbis book, the author represents imiiself as entering bis library, and closing
the (loor bebiind imi. He sits on bis settee ami surveys bis stiidy. His eye rests
on the booksbelf, and bere opens a magic casemnrt. He is suddenly transported
into ahl ages of tbe past, and lives for an bour or so at a time with several of the
great masters. His mie(itations are given to tis, jtnst as they entered bis miii(.
Macauilay's "Essays" and "History of England," Scott's "Novels," Boswell's "Life
of Johnson," Gibboni's "Decline ai-i Faîl of the Roman Empire," Edgar Allan
Poe's works, and those of Richardson, Fielding and Smollett, find prominent
places on the top few shelves. Tbe author (liscusses alI of these and many otbers
in separate chapters of the 'book, andl the treatmients are bighly interesting and
wliolesome. Dr. Doyle's style is simple and direct; no attempt to elaborate is
visible;, andl the reader is carried on from paragrapb to paragrapb, tntterly uncon-
scions of the motion. The whole book contains for the ordinary man of affairs a
wealth of literary criticism, whicb cannot be liglitly passed over.


