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Editorial

The Teachers’ Examinations

qml?ur’lpg the summer vacation the ex-
:1 n(;nfatlons for entrance to University
¢ or teachers’ certificates were held,

-and {
d it seems necessary to sav a few

T
a:;gfslregar;ding these, ‘_qinee rightly cr
tor 0% 3;}1 ey sensibly arfee'r, the charac-
The oh] ; e }vork dong in tﬂhe Sehoo!s.
here be) P(:ilnts to which reference will
the é‘x;nlln'a e are (1) The chm'g.mter of
Wors c(é;n;}‘tﬁon papers 'rmd the ans-
of qlialiﬁ ¥ e examinations as a test
toachs cation for those entering upon

ing. (3) The examination results

as a t or
Sehéols_GSt of the work done by the

The Papers and the Answers

. Eﬁfnixeimu;ers, or to be more definite,
enongh - of them, have been good
Papec Eju‘ldetxpress their views on the
dents o offer suggestions to stu-

and teachers for future guid-

ance. .
though 'l;}ﬁe report is very valuable, even
ere may not be unanimity in

the H
Gagefnt(}l;lélg's (z{md even though in some
May be (101{]&,)%me11t'0f t¥1e examiners
. CX‘dl‘ninerL‘ L Ttis unfortunate that
Physiog éhés‘m the praetlcal. work
musie . mistry, oral reading and

s lave not made a report.

nds féﬁ'lotb;;bl;’ a sound critieism which
gencral  for 1th sentence structure and
Grade X 13 n the eomposition of
will be q.u?tn\ _’(;ra,de XI. students. 1t
teachers 1o C n 'Ol'de{r for Iligh School
Some dogre )c(')nsnder' if they are not to
DOSitioﬁ 0‘1(’ responsible for this. Com-
v the ‘re‘;clinxo-t bol taught suceessfully
teachergll; 1(1% f)i‘ English alone. Al
S ust unite their efforts.  Some

High School teachers have not yet ad-
vanced beyond the idea that it is a
sign of eulture to be negligent in mat-
ters of penmanship, punectuation, and
all matters of detail. Some of the worst
writers—both as to form and structure
__are to be found in the ranks of our
teachers. They presumably can write
well but they take good care to let no
one know it. Even those who set ex-
amination papers in composition are
not always sufficiently careful. Con-
sider such a sentence as this from the
Grade X. paper: ‘‘Write a letter to a
friend about twenty lines in length.”’
It does not seem a very sound eriti-
cism which finds fault with the sen-
tences given for grammatical analysis
on the ground that they are too simple.
There is no greater absurdity than that
of putting long cumbersome sentences
before children in the hope that at-
tempts to unravel the tangle will de-
velop power. It is more useful in every
way to give much practice with simple
sentences such as pupils may use in
their own speech and writing. The best
thing a pupil could do with such sen-
tences as those given would be to re-
write them so as to express the same

“thoughts in simple form. Grammatical

gymnasties has had its day. Unless
grammar can be approached in a living
way it had better be discontinued as a
school study.

It is gratifying to note that students
appear to appreciate poetry. Nothing
better could be said. Of course, an ex-
amination in literature eannot fully
test appreciation, but it can reveal
much. It is easy to understand how
amlet is better understood than ‘‘In



