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Editorial
The Teachers' Examinations

Durling thc surrner vacation the ex-
amluinations for outrance to University
and for- teacliers' certificates wcre held,
andl it seems necessary to sav a few
tliîIgs regarding these, since righitly cr
W7rongly they sensibly aifceet th(, eh<arac-
ter' 0f .the work dlone in th,-, sc.hools.
The Onfly points to whieh reference, wili
herc ho made are (1) The eharneter of
the examination papers and tiie ans-
'vers. (2) The exainijuations a,; a test
Of qlualificationî for those enteriîig u-pon
teaehinig. (3) The exoýmination resuits

'as a, test of the work dlonc by the
Schools.

The Papers and the Answers
The examners, or to bc more definite,

a number of thein, have been good
enlOugh to express their viw on the
Papers aîid to offer suggestions to stu-
dents and teachors for future gaid-
ance. The report is very valuablo, even
thouli there rnay not ho unaniînity inl
the findings and evon thongh iii somfl
Cases the iudgment of the examiners
1laY be, (lolbted. It is unfortunate that
the exanliners iii the practical workç-

phse heraistry, oral. reading and
fl5e-Iliave flot made a report.
Tt iS probably a souiffd ciiticisin which

findS fauît witlî senîtence siliiel tiro, anid
general forainl the comnposii o

_rdex. and Grade XI. stuldents. lt
Wle ) (luite iii order for Ilighi Sohool

teaee0 to considor if they are uot to
sOrne dogroo( rospoiisible For Ibis. Coîil-
position elannOt ho tault, icsflI

bthe teachlS of ol nglish alon. Ail

I-Jighl ýShool teachors ]lave umot yct, ad-
vanced l)Oyofld the, idea that it is a
sigul of culture to be negligent iu mat-
ters of pcllnaipil, punetuation, and

ail] natters of detail. Sone of the worst
writcrs-botui as to forin and structure
-art, to ho, fourndinl the ranks of ouir
tcaehcrs. Tlîcy presurnably can write
%v'el1 but they take good cave to lot no
one0 ku:owr it. Even tiiose who set ex-
amnuation papers in comnpositioni are
not always suffieiently careful. C'on-
sider sueh a sentence as this froni the
Grade X. paper: ''Write a letter to a
fricud about twenty lines lu length.''

It does not secm a very Sounmd criti-
eîsin whieh flnds fault witlî the sen-
tencos givon for grammatical analysis
on the ground that they are too simple.
There is no greator absurdity than that
of putting long cuniborsomne sentences
before eilidren lu the hope that at-
tempts 10 unravol the tangle wvill de-
velop power. It is more useful in every
way to give rnneh practice -with simple
sentences sueh as pupils rnay use iu
thieir own speech ami writing. The best
i bing a, puipil eould dIo wviti sucb sen-
tences as those givedn would ho to re-

write tbeni so as to express the saine
thoughts iii simple form. Graminutical
gynasties lias had its day. Unless
gralamiar eau bc apl)roaehed lu a living
way il had bettor bc discontintucd as a

sehool study.
It is gratifying to nmote Iliat studeuts

apcar to ap)reciate poetry. 'Nothing
luettor eoul(i lc said. 0f course, ani c-

anmtion lu iteraturo cannot fully
test appreeiatioul, but it eau reveal
ialuc.. It is eaisy to understaud how

I aiiiiiet is liottor uuiderstood thlmai ''Iu
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