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m"‘“ tofeel it necessary to pay his tribute
tMm::";’fll(‘]alcy by disparaging classical edu-
Yet one lauding the utilitarian system;
hig Euent Who had the pleasure of being
the clasgjs knew that he was devoted to
’eﬂding c: and spent much of his leisure in
®tesmep hem. But I have lived with
* oy . Who, having taken high hon-
thou ) he University mnever I believe
. anC‘f opentug a Greek or Latin book.
hoyg they Optional study Classics seem to
e "' Own wonderfully well by the
eal, . Ubiects regarded as more practi-
in ¢y, B¢fUl.  They hold their own even
, Wh:(lmmercial and industrial Contin-
tu w%‘;e it might be supposed that cul-
Wity lltili(tl have less chance in competition
Wwh Y. So I gather from statistics
rieng Were kindly furnished to me by my
dl;c;-t;Ha.rris, the head of the Bureau
Whay ion at Washington, and {rom

. Harris himself told me,
Deedless to say how greatly the
importance of a knowledge of
the re‘:’"“d Latin has been altered s'nce
i Vel of learning. It was then the
Wory, ab.le key to the only literature
W;“:?dmg; to the only literature in-
el(\a’ thmh existed, since even the Chroni-
Ophy wce T}leology and  School Philos-
) Te‘in debaged Latin. The early
I8ty were not philologists; they
G’Nek ;WkEYS after the lost treasures of
tame a:d Rc.»fman Literature. Philology
ang o er with the generation of Scaliger
g S8ubon. Then began the age of
hapg, “2Tians and their pedantry. We can
i, Z 'magine the sensations of the mari-
but fo:‘]"'Evllttur&:‘rs-u of that time when they
can to expl_ore an unknown world;
“hf’larsas little realize the feelings of the
to “ght Who were engaged in bringng
VR("man the buried works of Greek and
hag . tellect. Science n its progress
brip ao‘ught a vast aud will no doubt
to may Yet greater measvre of knowledge
tay "kind.  There is a romance which

€¥er return.
LT ;he Other hand no age has stood
thy, Deed of humanizing culture than
One Which physical culture reigns.
Viteq the newspapers the other day in-
the Bu:? to take part in a symposium
duee o et of which was “How to pro-
lap bDerfect man.” The problem was
havye be:: one help to its solution might
A Tomg & reminder to keep the balance.
a “‘lientnit~m age stands in need of science,
n of lie ang utilitarian age stands in
thag  the hamanities. Darwin avows
evey. %tiy gave him no pleasure what-
%hole o, his surely was a loss, unless that
B ge de ot things which poetry denotes
being Ie?nd gone, nothing but dry science
“0113 ¢ t 8! In which ecase the genera-
, Wi:;: are COI{li?ﬂg may have some rea-
ang ow all their increase of knowledge
Beape, . o7 10 wleh that they had lived
1€ youth of the world.

Ry ,pu““dy of language however as we
any bm:ue 1t Is not less scientific than
a &Ich of physical sclence, while it has
the Interest from its conneetion with
e’h%oen Ory of the Human Mind. The
t] OF of a University, a man high in
o tap orld once exhorted his stu-
° lag € to Physical Science rather
was gt‘;laxes or literature because
e work of! God while lan-
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the nobiegt“as answered that man was
Vtork of Gol anad that he conld
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be studied only through his languages and
literature.

Supposing the study of language to be
ugeful there can be no doubt that the an-
cient lanugages are its best field. The
Greek language especially has perfections,
particulariy as an ipstrument of exact
thought, which make it almost as much
a miracle as Greek Art. Optimists may

persuade themselves that the Norman Con-’

quest was politically a blessing in dis-
guise. But thty cannot pretend that it
did mot bring confusion into our tongue
and make the English Language unfit for
the purpose of exact thought. We are
wanting in sets of cognates and in the
power of forming compound words, as well
as liable to being perplexed by double
names for the same thing derived from dif-
ferent linguistic sources, perhaps with
some differences of connotation. So great
is the superiority of Greek over every mod-
ern language as an instrument of exact
thought that if we were to believe as some
do that in the struggle for existence one
of them will at some distant day become
supreme and universal we might think
that a chance of the palm would be still
left to Greek, which is still a living lan-
guage though spokem by a small nation
and in a debased form.

The ascendency of English is commer-
cial; should intellectual interests ever pre-
vail over commercial interests the tables
might be turned. Already Greek may be
almost said to be the language of Science
and Philosophy. Our scientific books, es-
pecially, so far as the principal terms are
concerned, are almost written in Greek.

Latin it is needless to say has stiil an
intringic value as a key to the Romance
Languages. Any one who is master of Lat-
in may learn in a few weeks to read French,
Italian or Spanish with ease by himself
though he must go to a teacher for pro-
noumnciation. Indeed though Latin guo-
tations are no longer the faghion in Par-
liament, Latin, from its long use by the
educated has so entrenched itself in our
literature, vur legal, medical, and ececles-
iastical phraseology and even in our com-
nion conversation that total ignorance of
it will always be felt as a disadvantage.

As models of style it is generally ad-
mitted that the ancient writers are still
unmatched. Nor is it likely that they will
ever be superseded since their simplicity
and freshness are the dew of the early
wo:ld, As Christopher 8]y says, we shall
ne’er be young again.

In the Drexel Institution at Philadel-
pliia the founde*'s munificence and iaste
have brought together objects of art and
beauty from all times and nations; but
in the centre of the collection stands su-
preme over all the cast of a mutilated
statue. It 18 the Venus of Milo and at-
tests in {ts pride of place the unchallenged
ascendency of the Greek. Compare the
work of Phidias with the work of Michael
Angelo; while you may find more depth
of sentiment in the artist who has the
advantage of fourteen Christian centuries,
you will own that in treatment he -has
more than an equal in the Greek. So it
is in the case ot literary style.

Some difference has been made no doubt
in the practical value of a knowledge of
the ancient languages by the increased

number and excellence of translations.
Still & translation is not an equivalent for
the original. Till T saw the anecient
sculpture, I thought the cagts were equiv-

alents for the statues; but as soon as I
looked on the originals I at once discovered
my mistake. Even in Jowett’s Plato the
murmurings of the Platonic plane tree are
not heard, nor does his Thucydides pre-
serve the forms, characteristic as those of
early sculpture in the Aeginetan frieze, un-
der which political philosophy, newborn,
labours to find expression. We have no
adequate representation of the garrulous
simplicity of Herodotus or of the majestic
brevity o: Tacitus. IPoetry always defies
per.ect translation.

On ‘the importance of a knowledge of

antiquity to any student of humanity it.

is needless to dwell. Without it no one can
understand European Civilization. From
Greece and Rome are derived not only
many of our imstitutions in law, but im-
portant elements ol our character, especi-
ally of our political character, in which the
Greek and Roman element has been at
least as strong as the Christian. Repub-
licanism, in contrast on the one hand to
the monarchical spirit, on the other to
what is called authoritative demoeracy, is
an inheritance from the ancient common-
wealths. 1t is curious to note the blend-
ing of Republicanism with the Monarechical
spirit in the politieal character of the Brit-
ish Aristoeracy when they were brought
up on Greek and Roman literature. The
Whigs of Horace Walpole’s time were full
of Brutus and Cassiue. The French Re-
volutionists were still more antique in
their aspirations. We all know the
strange tricks which they played in their
attempts to reproduce the sentiments, ac-
tions and costumes of iyravnical Greece
and Rome. The world is probably now
passing finally out of the zone of thig
influence and into a zone of social science
but the traces of poiltical classicism are
still seen.

As a manual for the study of Humanity
the ancient writers, while they cover near-
ly the whole fleld, have the advantage of

being entirely removed irom the heats and.

controversies B our time. Aristotle
kpows nothing of evolation, otherwise it
would be difficult even now to name more
available text books than his ethical and
political works read with ample commen-
taries and with modern iliustrations. The
Ancients are removed from our heats and
conircversies, but the adamantine barrier
which was supposed to sever them as hea-
thens from our sympathies has crumbled
away and we recognize them and their
civilization as most interesting and impor-
tant factors im the development of our
race. The people of Hellas were in all
things ‘our kinsmen though theirs was a
simpler, more careless and wunnier life.
Like us, though less anxiously, they strove
in their inquisitive and philosophic moods
to penetrate the mystery of existence, Per-
haps the thing which separates them
most from us Il slavery, which solved for
them the soclal problems with which we
are grappling and made them all warriors,
athletes and cultured gentlemen.

We now read the classics with enhanc-
ed appreciation of ancient life and thought.
Bentley, prodigious as was his learning,
had no distinet feeling for ancient life and
thought; he treated the classies as if they
were 80 many modern authors.
provementi s due partly to the progress
of Archaeology which has diginterred and
deciphered so much, principaliy, to the

. growth of the Historical and Ratlonal
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