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Zeno, Socrates, Epicurus, are remembereti to-day because
they spokc of issues which every age co nid appreciate.
The civil wars and brouls in Florence were neyer deemed
by Dante of sufficient import to distract his attention
front that inspireti vision which hie hias beqtieatheti to ail
nations anti aIl ages.

The author who aspires to bc reati through the mists
of the ages mue writp in letters of fire. The work of
Canadian authors will not be less henourable in the eyes
of pesterity if it be founti Chat instead of bending their
eyes to the dust tliey turneti theim to the universal stars.
If kinge and politiciatnp lav,ý taken upon themselves the
responsibility of divicling the race inte clans and nations,
the author is under no compulsion te contine bis thought
te the boundaries wbich their folly lias prescribeti. Genîns
shoulti fot be ait accessory to the crime of nation-
ality. The.Romans chaineti the slave Epictetus, but they
ceuld not chain the philosopher'. 1 t is the pýculiar f unc-
tion of genius te create fromt its mind an itical universe
whose only citizen is man. While the politiciaus of the
various nations are bowling thoir national antheme, or
dancing a frantic war (lance to music of tradition, the
poots andi the pliilosophers stand ai olti Plato stood in
goti-like grandeur lseneath vaultg of the univers(, Iigtening
te the nmusic o? the spherei, anti feeling that eveu the world
it8el? is too narrow a ioiie for that imtprisgoneti sou! whose
thouglits are as wide as the infinito and as deep as God.

TIhere are preblems ini art, in p8ychology anti iu socio-
lo)gy which the average Canadian author neyer touches on.
It is itile to assert a deficioncy of suh)*jects. Thero are mys-
teries of mmid, of conduct andi of nature to be revoaloti.
The mniracle of life is yet to be explaineti, anti the oracle
o? being asks froIn the thinkers of this country, as it has
asketi o? ail other.4, an answer to the question, Il frora
whence anti whjtlier ? " Science anti literature are closely
correlateti, ant imust soon go oni their journey to the depths
hanti in hanti. There are proinothean tiepths as yct
unsounieti in every departmcent of thought. There are
oracles still unread, there arc oceans yet unsoundeti,
there are cities yet unbuilt. ludeoti, when we compare
the thinge unknown with the things wo know, anti see
the supreme miystery that encompasses us on cvery sie,
andi how the eseteric shroutis the cxoteric like tihe night
prevailing over the day, we cinnot but think that we are
indieed upon the surface of a world, anti the past veices
thmat have spoken, grand as tlîey were, were but the lisp.
ingH of ant infant who sone day shaîl rise to manhooti anti
rendi aside the veil of ether, anti in no wavering voice
tinanti an anewer te the question " Whiy. " Within the
deptbs of the hsumant mind tiiere linger antheius which the
gode8 miglit chant, songe of -4uch sisbtleý mnuisic that soraphe
mighit becomîîîngly sing theiii. The greatest songe are yet
unsung, tlio wisest sayingrs are yet unsaiti. F~ar iselew
the seen rcsts the mighty unseon, anti behinti the spoken
are the unspoken things. Beethoven rocortiet the most
subtle chords of mnusic as yet revealeti te mnan, but these
only spei like the cchoes, faint anti feeblo, of soue mighty
choir whmosc wiltiest anti grandest melodies are yet
unheard. Mozart anti U-andel each caughit anti recordeti
mnarvell Ion molodjes wlsich, glorious as they are, yct Socin
like only the overture o? un opera, whîose most glorious
anthemes arc yet unsung. Spinoza, Fitche anti Schelling
passeti throughi tihe pertice of the intinite, but semeti to
drop their pens before recording the thinigs beyond.
Bohme, Swedienborg anti Blavatsky, borne on the wings
o? a subtie rnvsticisus, meein te have penetrateti inte that
occuit universe where the causes sit in state, anti yet the
lîght they hav_ given us seems morely a feeble candie,
whichbhumes feebly anti nervously ir the midst of a dense,
dark inscrutalile universe. TynrielI, Crooks anti Tesla,
having indicateti the identity of the forces ini ether bave
pauseti for a moment te tell use that they are only begin-
ning to learn. Hlerbert Spencr, in the very inception of
his philosophy speaks of a great Ilunknown. " Political
Econorny for two centuries bias been seeking a remedy for
social discontent, anti in its latest mtterance tells us that
it baeought in vain.

Meanwhiîe the authors of Canada are tiiscussing the
Fenian Raid. They tell in thrilling toues o? the genesis
o? the! squaw andi the decline anti fail of the papeose.
They expatiato in glowing periotis on the criminality of
Sunday street cars. The columins of an Ottawa journal
were recentîy occupieti by a prolongeti discussion between
two aspiring Canadian writers, on the correct anti proper
spelling of the word "lhonour," anti another great man,
"the m1iglitiedt Roman of themn aIl," with a genius as

unique as it is rare, with a ferviti patriotism that would
put a Regulus to shame, anti an erudition which is unri-
valleti anti profoun(l, disenssos the heroic achievemneuts of
the York pioneers.

Even assuming Chat the history of Canada were pro-
lific of those incidents which fermi a fitting theme for
genius, anti tisplay in activity the more subtie qualities o?
the mind, iL doos not follow that the Canadian author
shoulti reject the whole of the world for a part, or confiue
bis studies of human nature te its manifestations in one
particular district. Lt muet aise ho borne in mind Chat
the work of the author is not purely historical. The mest
important departments o? humant tbougbt are those whose
greatest tievelopment inay bc looketi for in the future.
There are depths below depths andi heigbts above heighits.
The realmns of nature are yet unreati. Even te those
authors who do net aspire te deal with the more subtie
problems of the universe, or te go beyonti the world in
which tbey dwell, there is ample material for thonght anti

authorsbip in the great social anti economic issues of tbe
day. The evils of landi monopely, of unequal division of
wealth, of poverty, of viee, of crime, o? superstition, ail

*forma a fitting subject for the peu as well as for the voîce.
Ten million poverty-strickon people on this continent alone
cry in agonizeti toues te the men of theuglit as well as of
action te consecrate their powers te the destruction of
monopoly, the organization of indristry anti the emianci-

4 pation of the masses. Surely wheil the rifle iis beginning
r to speak on the question o? labeur ani capital, the peu

shoulti net be silent, anti surcly when these great anti
weighty issues, issues of life anti o? death, issues e? time
anti etomnity, are awaiting a solution, the authore of Canada

Lhave net far te seek te inti a storner andi worthier subject
3 fer their genius t han the decline of the bison, or the beauty

-o? Muekoka lakes.
A nation iis matie honourable by the honour o? its

men, anti its greatness is mneasureti iy the capacities o? its
people. Hati the authors o? Athens nover arisen aboe the
barriers o? nationaiity, Ath,,ns wotld bts forgutten to-day.
If the authers o? Canada content themselves witb tihe dis-
cussion o? local issues, obscurity wiIl bc thsir reward. It
behooves tbem te turn their eye freintihe shaliows to the
deptbs, te recognize the fact that national divisions in ne

1 use represent mental distinctions, anti telenti that genius
3whichi they possees in ne lesiitiegree than any other people

or era, te the elucidation o? those profeunti problemm of
race anti intellect anti society whichi foreisÉtie cemuson
heritage o? cvery people. Lat it be saiti cf this Canada of
ours that it preduceti men whose minds wore broati, whose
aspirations wcre lofty anti wbe standing on this spot of
mother eartb looketi higher than the walls tisat mon have

ilbuilt anti saw inspireti visions in the skies. Lt iL ho saiti
tlhat witio as their country is their mnintis are witier, that
wbile Canadians ini namne tbey are goti like in nature, anti

iare levatoti by the powor of an aspiration whicls nation-
ality can nover cripple anti tradition caii nover stain.

But if ou the other baud the authors of tîjis country
continue te cewer bohindth ie walls o? natieniality, te tune
tiseir seuls to the harmonies o? the party machine, andtat
munible in the dialect of a tribe insteati o? speaking LIhe
language o? hunsanity, we cannot but hink it altogether
itting anti propor that timir raward shoulti be preportioneti

ta their ammbitioni anti their work lie paiti for in a coin as
vîienary as the f'-utial pliartmmîs they adore.
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IN ninster aigles, wben rosy dusk invaties
'l'lie uuto conpaîionssip of mîarhle ien,
1 love teatiream anti conjure te mynyIu,
Warmn ootis, wbile down lonian facatios
itain tiappjslisretis o? indigo brocadeq,
White surplices anti etoles carnelian,
Hot sadfron mitres, cowis anti coifs sien-
As fine archaic ?ashioning porvades.
These clsremo-im pressionad ether globes through whiclî
Stin-freshets flooti, suggest a simile
Of fancy tiigbt with several pigments rich-
Art essences-romance anti poesy -
l'ho evor-freshening loome o? thought unroîl,
Eternal, fremi thatmsun o? suns-the seul!

Jos. NstviN DoYLE.

TIIE CRITIU.

TWO books, in charactor ditioreut as the poles, ant ik
unly i h stimuiatinog nature o? their contents, were

recently recemmeutied te my notice ; anti as iL is net every
day that one lights upon a book with stimulating contents,
perbaps a service may be doue by handing on as well as
May be somne of the stimulus. One was aà littie yelîow.
celoureti edition of NI. Camille Fiammariou's "Rêves
Eteilés." M. Flammarion is perbaps the most seusational
astronomer alive; Richard A. Proctor was staid besitie
him. That is te say, hoe intermingles with his astroliomical
knowledge romances o? a higbly sensational kinti. And
indeoti these Dreams were ne 'exception, as sncb titles as
"GC eorges Speo," IlIdée d'une Coinmiunication entre les 1
Mondes," IlAme vêtue d'Air," suficiently showed. IIlow-
ever, iL was net the sensation that was the stimulus,
r4ther it was the buge astronomnical facts anti theories with 1
which the author tiligbted toatiazzle his reatier; sncb, for
example, as the immiensity o? the universe, its unimiagin- ç
able duation in time-botb auterior anti pesterior te oura
ewn, the vastuess of the forces at work anti the infinite c
multiplicity o? iLs manifestations, the problem o? theo engin i
anti enti o? ergauic life-especialiy that perplexiug pmoblemn
that, accordinc, te rigiti physical Iaws, ail organic life (on t
our planet at reast) must seme day comie te a deati stop,F
the " wherefore " of tho struggle of lîfe, if life is te enti in a
sheer nihility, the apparently uecossary connection betweu
what we call l"mmnd " anti "maLter," the question o? the b
possibility o? a centinuanceocf mind without matter when f

errestrial mater becomes ticat ant imort, andi the suni
itseif is a dark, colti, rolling mass. One can more than a
loge oue'~s self in sncb rititles; in fact, as M. Flammarion1
gays, one canuot think of Lhemn without some degree o?
fear, anti witbout acquiescing in our ignorance te solve I
Lhem: Je ne puis songer sans terreur à l'innombrable p
quantité d'étres qui eut vécu sur'tous les mondes atjourd'- t
hui disparus, à tous les esprits supérieurs qui ont pensé, ti

qui eut agi, qui eut guidé les humanités dans la voie du
progrés, de la lumière et de la liberté . .. sans
me demander ce qu'ils sent devenus, Il est trés facile de
répondre qu'il n'en reste rien, qu'ils sent morts comme ils
étaient nées, que tout est poussiýre et retourne àt la
poussière ; c'est la une réponse facile msais peu satisfais
auto. Certes, ie n'ai pas la naïve prétention de résondre
le grand mystère.

The othem- was a curions littie book, quite recently
publisiot, anti callet Il Matheniaticai Recreations anti Pro-
blems o? Pasb anti Present Timses, " by W. W. Rome
BaIl. But iL was only in tihe concluding chapter.3 o? this
that there were any large anti speculativo physical concep-
tiens, analogous te those in "Rêves Etoilt-i;" thoso,
namiely, entitle Il" Ilyper-epace " anti "I he Constitution o?
Matter. " In the former may bc fouuitioee o? the clear-
est an(i simpleet expositions o? tise theorios that have. been
adivauceti concerning tise possibility o? the existemnce o?
space o? more than Lbree dimensions. One extromely
novel i&ea, tiret propountiot by C. I.[flinton, ie bore
inentionedti t the ehI'oct Lisat Il the birth, growth, life anti
death o? animale may ho explaineti. . . as tise passage
o? fimite four-dimnensional bodies tbronhm omîr three-diusen-
sional epaco. " Thse analogical roaeoning by wlsieh this
te reacheti is as simple as it is ingoîsious "If a finito
sohiul wa4 passoti slowly Lbrough flatlanti, the inhabitamîts
would ho cenecieus only o? that part o? iL whmich was ini
their plane. 'Pius they woulti sce the shape o? tise object
gratiualiy change anti ultimatoly vamsish. lu the saine
way, if a bodiy o? four dimensions was paset through our
epaco, we shoulti ho conscieus o? iL only as a mioliti body
(namely, the section o? the bodiy by our space) whoe
forasi anti appearanco gmadually changeti anti perbape ulti-
mnately vanisheti."

Sncb specîtlations lead te thoughts as puzzling as do
M. Flammt-arion's large gemeralizations. F<or examuple,
what a pmserile anti inatietuat.e conception of- LIse cosmnos je
this wlsich the worlidlias geL holsl o? whes mogartict in the
ligist o? thmese theorios o? time anti space. To mneet pooplothe umiverso consiste o? what le calld lot"miatter " o? oine
sixty-tive comnponemst elemental sorts, existing ini timuseoo
eue amîd spaco o? threo tdimeniomns, the wholo msixoti up
witb au utterly .tnknewn thing tienomimiate Il''force!" mnd
regulateti hy a stilI lese known t1hing cailedtIl" aw.
Wlhere is tbere any locus sit-vdi for such conception if we
grant that mîatter is a more piononeron tîmat timmie anti
space are moere modes of tbouglst, that "lforce" is au
unintelligible ligmuont o? the ini, ctidthe momet Iirmfly
establishet Il law " notiuin'i but au incomneoeinductioms?
Imn very truth neithor science nom nmathienatics can reile
for us the rititle o? tihe universe.

IL is intercsting te note hew in soume points mîmathme
maLice verges upon tIse f ringe ofusetaphysice. ILtie
interesting aIse te noLe LîsaL net a few mmetapimysiciamîs wer~e
at the samne Lime eminent in inathemnatics: Sir W'illiam
Ilaumilton is a salieut exampie; Descartes' toc is as will
known for bis pureîy metaphysical dictuai, cogito erflo sons,
as fer tise mathemnatîcai ' axes " calleti ly bie mine;
SpitieztasI" Ethice " are in ferai entirely muathenatical,
being compeseti o? theorems with enunciations, isypotheea,
proofs, lenssuas, anti corollaries as elaborate as Euchiti ; tihe
late esteeet Professer o? Metaphysice at UJniversity Col-
loge, tee, was weIi knowu te ho an enthusiastic anti bearneti
mathematician-as witness hie publislietianti accepteti
solution o? quatiratic equations o? the fifth power ; andti L
these names may be perbape atidet those o? J. B. Stallo
anti W. Kingtiou Clifforti.

Science anti mathemnatice have for se lomng, se far at ail
events as the general reatier is concerneti, confineti themu-
selves te relatively rigidi anti narrow limnits, Limat iL 1<
highly refreshing te finti easily accessible anti eaeily intel -
ligible books dealing in a popular manuer witb subjecte
which, thougb withiu their respective aphones, yet Loueh
larger, if penhape lems Il exact," reaine o? thougmt ; anti for
really etimulating reatiing the two books home mentioneti,
despite tiîeir dissimsilarity, may ho iîeartily comintietie.

ART NOTES.

TuEF Royal Acadmxsy o? 1892 bas comne te an end,
writee au Englisb correspondent, anti now tise pictumes are
einking Lhrough the fleor te the basemnent, anti the news-
ventior at the top ofLime hane that hounide Burlington
lieuse lias renmovet isi papers te ale w thoe au-te lation
wîth canvases te pase eut into Piccadilly. For botter or
wemse the exhibition is over, anti, Pan net beiug deati as
seme have saiti, the landecape umen are aIl away iii the
coumntry. The H-ogarth Club is closeti for cleaning; the
Arts je silent, anti portrait paintors ame praying to bb
forgiven for the sino? teliing their rich acquaimîtances that
tbey were gooti-looking enougb Le have their portraits
painteti. . . Many o? the pictures wilI go Le the provincial
autuu exhibitions, where funther chances o? seliug wiIl
ho voucheafedti Le hem-where perbape Lhey wiil ho
bought for Lhe permanent collection-a very satieactory
fate. From a hasty glanco aL the well-tbumbeti catalogue
o? sales thaL lies on a table in the Acadomy vestiburle, iL
appears that rather moro than 150 oil-pictures omit o?
1,044 have founti purchasers, Lbe aggregate prico being
hartily more than, if as much as, was paiti for Raphael's
"Crucifixion" aL Lhe Dudiley sale. A gooti many susail
pîctures have solti at pricos from ton te Lhirty guineas, but
thousand guinea cholques have boen few anti far betweeu
tha season. . . Among Lhe high-pniceti pictures against
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