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reading in the flousa, just as it cama from the hande of the Grand Com-
mittea, and without a division on any amendment. Both sides of the
flouse showed a detarmination not to permit any ra-discussion of the details
of a measure which had been axhaustively considered in the Grand Com-
mittea. There seems soma reason to believe that in the extension of this
committea system, a system which was, we think, first introduced into the
Commons by Mr, Gladstone, may be found at last a partial relief for the
congestion from which Imperial lagisiation has long suffened, by reason of
sheer inability, through want of time, to overtake important mattens.
English legisiators ana slow 'to adopt innovations, but a few succassful
expeniments of the kind described may lead them to antruet details of
legislation mucli morel freely-to Parliamentary committees, with great
advantaga to the public. ___

AFTER an almost unbroken series of violent, ad captandum haranguas
by Republican senators on the Fisheries Treaty, such a speech as that of
Senator Sherman the other day, came as a relief and a pleasune. Though
singularly weak un its argument, the whoie tone of the address was manly,
elevatad, and friendly. It has the ring of that broader, truer patriotism
which is neithen ashamed nor afraid to reçognize the dlaims of international
justice and courtesy, and of neighbourly good-will. Senator Sherman's
speech lias raised the discussion to a higher plane, and its affect can hardly
fait to be faît to the end. It doas, indeed, seeni surprising that a mai'
capable of viaws so broad and sentiment so lofty, could sariously argue
that the section of the Treaty which provides for the free admission, un
return for certain concessions, of Canadian fieli andi fish oit, would be a
surnender of the right of the United States to levy taxes on imported
goods. It je stili more surprising how such an one, varsed as ha no doubt
is in history and un knowledge of humai' nature, could regard a policy of
retaliation, leading to partial or complete non-intercourse between two
powerf ul peoplas, as consistent with friandly relations, and aven an ad vance
towards the havai' of peaca. Senator Sherman, un common with ail lis
brother Republicans, seems strangaly incapable of negarding Canada's an-
forcement of her flshery regulations as an honest attempt to guard her
rights of property, and persista like the i n ascribingy to it an unworthy
and sinister design. Neventhelees, there can be no doubt that if ail the
political leaders in the United States could but approacli the question un
the same spirit as Senator Sherman the whole vaxatious disputa would
quickly be set for ever at reet.

As the tima approaches at which the new law ragulating the infliction
of capital punishment un the State of New York wiii coma into operation,
public intarest is naturally anoused. It doas not appear that the exact
method in w~hich the agency of eiectricity shall be made use of un the in-

fliction of the death penalty lias as yet been determined. This is evidently

a moet senious problem. It is of the utmost importance that the arrange-
mante ehould be so perfect as to render any bungling or failura, out of the

question, a thing which, un the opinion of soma experts, it wiii not be very

easy to affect. The machineny wiIl nead to ha skilfully devised, and the
mode of its application rnost carafully considered. As the Star points out,
tha new law contains also, innovations in other respects. For instance, it

prvdsthat no report of the details of any exacution shaît ha published

iany n&wspaper. This nequiramant, the Star pradicts, will not ha capa-
ble of enforcement. Censorship af the press wiil certainly be a new and

diticult expaniment un the United States, and, without nigid censorship,
descriptions of axecutions, real on fictitious, with ail mannan of sansationai
details, wiil ha pratty sure to find their way into the Amanican newe-
papers. ___

TUE steamship City of New York, which has just brought Mr. Blaine
acros the ocean, is a fine illustration of the affect of the United States
shipping laws un destnoying the marchant marine of the Republic. This
magnificant naw slip is, according to the Springfield Republican, owned hy
two citizans of Pennsyivania. But it was huilt in a foreigi' country, by
foreigi' labour, of foreigi' material, and under foreign laws. Hanca it can
neither bear the American regi8try non fly the Amenican flag, nor un any
way bacomae an Amenican slip. It je manned by English officers and
crew, flies the Union Jack, and sails under the protection of Britishi laws.
Under sudh circumetances and with suci accompanimente do the narrow
registry iaws of the United States compel the citizen whom the Rapub-
licans delight to honour to returi' to, hie native land. "gThe vessai is," says
the Republican, "lnot a subsidized vassal, and no0 subsidies are needed to
keep it afloat. Great Britain glonies in many such producte of Amenican
enterprise banishad from our shores by laws partaking of the chanacter of
the Middle Ages."
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THE facts in regard to immigration which are being unearthed by the
Congressional Committee now sitting in New York City are worse thai'
could have bean suspected by any one no t a confirmed pessimist. The law
forbidding the importation of contract-labour is clearly shown to be alnlost
a dead letter. For instance a contract has been produced before tha Coin'
mission, signed by two Italian labour brokers, in which the latter under,

take to deliver four hundred labaurers from Italy within six weeks The
testimony of very many of the immigrants who have been examined before

the Committea shows that they wera induced to emigrate by false promiflO
as to the wages they would receiva. Many of tham have agreed to pSY
the agents fifty dollars for tickets which cost lesa than half that sumn, aild

have mortgaged their homes or littie vinaries in Jtaly as security for the
money, on which maanwhile thay have to pay about twanty per cent.
intareat. No doubt the report of the Committee will lead to immediate
and radical ravision of the laws in regard to immigration.

THE Saturday Review and some other journals are suraly taking SeI,-
ator'Blair's rasolution in referance to Canada altogather too seriously. fi

Sanator Blair's, or as the .Review prafers to consider it, Senator Ifloar"
resolution is an insult to England, it is doubly an insult to Canada. AMd
yet it has not disturbed Canadian aquanimity in the least, probably bacauS0

we, by reason of contiguity, undarstand batter the exigaucies of the politicSl
situation amongst our neighbours, and the peculiarity of the waapons Witl'
which thay 6ight their party batties. The resolution will have done 'W110
was expectad of it when it has givan opportunity to a faw Rapublican Se"
ators and other orators to maka certain "1buncombe " speeches, and, it '0
safa to, say, the United States Government will not approach that of Gr5'b
Britain with any such offensive proposition as tljat for the purchase of ber
larger haif of the North American continent and the transfer of the aile'
giance of fiva millions of Canadiens. The same observations may be Made
generally, with regard to Senator Cullome's railway resolution, although 'e
is not improbable that some action may be takan, if any such cal, be,
devised, not inconsistant with international and treaty obligation, to bi1
Canadian railways operating in and through the United States withifl the
scope of the Interstata Commerce bill. This question is, however, clesrll
a commercial one, and is not likely soon to, coma within the range of inter
national politics.____

SIMULTANEOUSLY with the passage of the Parnell Commission Bill 000

the announcament that Mr. Parnell has taken the'initiatory stepe for prose,
cuting the Times for libel, in the Scotch courts. M this suit is procea bd

with, will the Commission also go on with its work, and give the Brîtie
public the doubla excitement of two tribunals going on with the
investigation at the same time 1Had Mr. Panail initiated his suit bef ore
the passage of the Commission Bill it was understood that the Goveri'0"lt

would hava quietly suffered the latter to drop as unnecessary. POgsibîy
they miay feal justified in refraining from issuing the Commission nOw tbO
the Bill hais actually bean passed, or the Commissioners may feei dOuBlfed

in poetponing the inquiry, panding the action of the court. The d"l
inquiry would certainly seem both unnecessary and anomalous. 13,' 1' 0
otîjer hand, it is evident that Mr. Panail, as the plaintiff in tha Ot
will have a certain power of limiting the scope of the inquiry, coi'trarY tA

the avidant wishas and intentions of the Government and the supportero 0

the Commission Bill. Now that the public cuniosity and interest boBVO

bean wrought up to such a pitch of excitement, nothing but a th0Oulgb

and completa inquiry into the whole matter covered by the Ties h&r9e0,

will ba accapted as satisfactory. __

J-r is reasonabie to suppose that very valuabie results are to be gBiIlea
from such a sham naval warfare as that which has been for soffle ,ek
in progress on the coasts of Great Britain and Iraland, aise th Gov
ment and Parliament would neyer have consantad to inflict upon h
nation the anormous expanse which must ba incurred. Othar ie10
pageant muet have seamed to the unmilitary mind an ampty antad 
but vary costly, show. The general rasuits will probably ba gatesto
and made known by competent authonitias when the war is over. -lar
far the impression conveyed seame to ha one of inefficiency and fa'lr

tant%0many important points. The question is, moreo ver, to what ex tefo
possible equipments and prepanations in time of peace can secure t O 0
ciency of a navy, undar presant conditions, in case of actual war. ted.
course weak points may ha detected and palpable blundars illustr& e

But te prolam o confict eems o conai' mon nkW i'o
Buttheprolemof onlic soinsto ontinso anyunkow", 0ar'

tarminate quantities, un the prasent transition state of naval arin'I00
that the military authorities can scancely avoid being haunted by the
picion that the ohief sources of weakness or danger may aftar aIl be P ý


