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decided in 1887 to submit it to the Ilpreliminary censorship," in which case
the responsibility fails on the Censor. Il But the Press Departrnfent con-
trived even then to throw obstacles in the way, and at last, on the 2Oth of
October, by order of the Minister Tolstoy, without tUe usual ' Statemient of
the motives,' the paper was prolîibited for eight iontlbs. The chief manl-
ager of the Press Department explaîned verbally that this penalty, equiva-
lent to the fine of 80,000 roubles wortb, was inflicted for a private letter
written by the editor te the Censor, the tone of wbich the latter deemed
fl5sultin~." Against this decision there was no appeal ; no possibility of

8eIf-defence tlîrougli thie press: nor even of sending letters to each sui.-
Scriber, as sncb letters would Uc looked upon as acts of hostility te the
GlOvernînent. If all this be truc, M. Gatzuk nîay well say that bie who
knOws the reai situation of the press in Russia, and what an honest
JOUrnalist, unable to seli bis conscience, bas te undergo, will not reprove
them for the sudden irregularity in their editions.

LT is diflicult to fathoui the ultiniate purpose of recelit dlipl,,rniatic
*miovemnents on the part of Russia in relation to Bulgaria. The L'ulgarian
'question is, ostensibly at icast, the European question at the presciînt
nolent. Russia persistently refuses to recegilize the present status iri
B3ulgaria, which she declares, cerrectly enoughm perhaps, te Uc an iiîfringe-
'nlert of the Berlin Treaty. With ruany protestations of unseltish regard
for the wclfare of the Bulgarians an'd that only, whiech inay be taken for
'bat they are worth, shie refuses te admit the legality of Prince Feidinand's
eleetion, and tries to iniduce the other Powers to enidorse lier refusai. Prince

* BiSmarck, it is un<ierstood, is willing te accept Russia's view, and to join
the otber parties te the treaty in niakimg representations te that effect.
These representatiens, if resolved on, would Uc addressed te Turkey, and

* would take the ground that it is tbe Suitan's duty te unidertake te con-
Vince the Bulgarian people that the person whomi they now caîl Prince is
flot their legal ruler, but an usurper. The Nortli Gernia Gazette contends
tliat the Russian proposal te make such represerîtatiens te Turkey dees
flot require the unanimous support of the Powers te wvarrant the Porte iii
taking action, but that Turkey can on bier own initiative declare tbe present
BUlgarian Government illegal, as being centrary te tbe Treaty of Berlin.
Th Gazette furtber asserts tbat Germany is preparcd te (rive diplomatic
support te Russia in making sucli a denmand upon Turkey.

Tuus far ail seems tolerably clear. But wbat would follew in case,
8ucli representatien or demand baving beenl made, Turkey declines te act
upon it, or B 1ulgaria refuses te act upofl Turkey'iî suggestion?1 Eitber con-
t"llgencey seems probable enougli, and the chances are largely in faveur of
ýOa Of the two as against the iiuîm'idiate deposition of Prince Ferdinand.
There Would sccm, "toe Ucwcakness or incongr uity in the course of the
""Wers if, having gene se far iii the direction said te be pointed eut by
the Treaty of Berlin, they sbould allow tbe niatter te drep witliout any
Practical cffect having been produced. And yet Russia is represented as
seying, through lier ambassador at Berlin, tbat she dees net tbink it com-
Pa'tible witb lier dignity te interfere in Bulgaria's interna] disputes, and
that she lias ne intention te prejudice in arîy way the liberty of the Bul-
garia"s. SUe bas fromn the outset, it is furthcr allegcd, rejectcd tbe idea

0feventually restering tUe legal status by force, thougli as a matter of
vrae, until the removal of the usurper, sUe will continue te regard tUe

Situation as illegal. This position migbt perhaps be understood did
PIkussia's actions at all correspond. But whcrefore, in the face of ail these
Protests of peaceful. intentions, ail those immense and constantly increasing
%lrn'arfents i

hIEF apparently slow progrcss of the Italians in their Abyssinian Cam-
P%'îgn bas given risc te some wonder at tUe extreme caution maniifested,
e'rld SOmne suspicion of reverses net allowed te corne te the knowledge of
the Public. The real explanation scems te be tbat the Italians bave ne inten-

* t'O"i Of climbing Abyssinia's inountain stronghold 7,000 feet above tlie
""vel of the sea, or of attempting te repeat, in the face of solidly hostile
tribesi the marcb, wbicb, notwithstanding tUe neutrality or sympathy of
tlie ilntervcning races, cost Englaiid nine millions of pounds sterling. Wbat

lt1Yreally wants is, it appears, a secure hold upon tlie port and celony at
M4a88OWab and what lier forces are really trying te do, is te make the
Slirreunding territery practically impregnable. If tbe Abyssinians show
equal good sense by refusing te leave tbeir native fortresses te attack the
ttallian fortifications on the seasbore, net mucb blood may bc lest in tlie

carPaign. At tlie samne time the case is ratber a bard one for Kin- John
a" his people, wlio, it is said, want notliing but a riglit of transit tlirougli
t4e territory in question te the sea coast. zMassowali is, it appears, prac-

tically the only port threugli whicli they can carry on tlie commerce with
foreign nations wbicli tliey are arxieus te establisli. Had Engiand remained
iii possession, tbis privilege would, no doubt, 'bave been readily grantedi
and it is net easy te sec wbat Itaiy lias te gain by refusing it. It would
seem certainly tbat King John bas some reason te complain of liaving been
ieft in the lurcli by England, who, wlien she banded over Massowali dis-
trict te another nation, miglit, in consideration of King John's friendiy
action in relieving the Soudan garrisons, at ieast have stipulated te regerve
Abyssinia's commercial riglîts or privileges. Possibly a natural resentment
niay have had souîcthîing te do witli tUe failure of the recent Britishi
Embassy te King JoUn te counsel peace.

OTT'A WA LETTER.

AMNONG ail the peculiar and interesting phases of life at tbe Capital which
wilI doubtless reward the observer during tbc Parliamentary Session tliis
year, net th(e loast peculiar aîîd interesting is the wave of rcvivalism by
wbicb the city is at present submerged, even, if the evidence of our eyes
anti cars înay be believed, te the base, of tlîe Governnent itself. The Rev.
Mr. Huniter and lis colleagu e, tbe 11ev. Mr. Crossley, both ordained minis-
t(rs of thec Metlîodist Church, are cîitering upon the seventli week of tbeir
evaîîgelistic labours in Ottawa, for which labours, if the geed work tliey
arc believed te have accomplisbed prove but as lasting as it seems te be
universal, tbcy are net over-rewardcd ini tUe esteein and the entliusiasmn
anti the fivc hiundred dollars they take westward witb tliem. How mucli
of tbe interest thiat lias attaclhed itself te tiiese mîeetings in classes of Society
net, usually affected by the metbods of rcvivaiism is due te the frequent
attendance of the Premier and Lady Macdonald would bc difficuit te Bay
accurately and unobaritabie, perhaps, te say at ail. It is certain, liowever,
thiat a much larger number of people wlie prefer, perhaps fromi Civil Ser-
vice association, a littie more rcd tape in the process of obtaining saivation,
bave been attracted te the Il iunter and Crossiey " services than the bis-
tory of any similar revival bas sbown in Ottawa before. As te Sir John
Macdonald bimself, lis very bcarty and sincere intcrest in the proceedings
is easily evident te any one wlîo watclîes lus face as lie sings straiglit
tlirougli with genuine zest sucli stirring and popular sacred melodies as
IlThe Lily of the Valley," or "lThe Handwritiîîg on the Wall."' It is also
truc that lie lias availed himseif of the usual oppertunities offered for tlie
public manifestation of personai cencern, ail of which will naturally tend
te make thc most intcresting figure in tUe recent history of Canada more
interesting stili in bis direction of lier business. Further than tliis, specu-
lation and enquiry seemi te saveur of presumption. Perhaps even a Premier
may be entitlcd te and entrustcd with the sole management of bis Spiritual
affairs. If there is a further public duty of observation and criticism. more-
over, it may le safely ieft te tUe gentlemen of the Opposition.

There is nothing remarkable, as miglit bc imagined, about Mr. Hunter
or Mr. Crossley, or the services they are holding, except the effect upon
the people. The latter cvangelist possesses a pleasant tenor voice, whicli
hie uses un sucli simple and suggestive songs as find an easy response in the
sympathies of lis audience. H1e talks with point, earnestness, and modera-
tien, and in tolerably good Englisb, but witbout special force other than
tliat of honest and serieus conviction. His ce-labourer is of the utteriy
unorthodox type of revivalist in se far as forais are concerned, and uses te
their full extent ail tlie unconventionalisms with which revivais have made
us familiar. If it were net for the unbounded egetism, the occasional vul-
garisms, and the cxtraordinary grammar which appears in this gentleman's
methods, it wouid be casier te understand lis remarkabie succeas. Frein
another point of vicw these vcry cliaracteristies may explain it; and Mr.
Hiunter may have a distinct purpose in introducing thein.

Another Ilopcning " lias taken its place in tUe blue books of the ]Par.
iiamentary Library, in the memories of those wlio witnessed the scene for
the first time, and in tUe long line of similar pageants which seme day will
iend colour and picturesqueness te Caîîada's past. Our present Governor.
General lias performed for the iast time the duty of representing bis
Sovereign and ours in Uier relation te lier colonists of haîf a continent, and
the colonists have sat decorously in rews and watclied the ceremeny, net
witliout some sense of its meaning as well as of tlie unusuai grandeur of
their raiment, and the extraordinary humeur of the genufiections ef the
Black Rod. It is doubtful indecd whetlier national circumastances ever
before comibined te brîng the significance of the Speech from the Throne se
strongly and sliarply te the minds of those wlio heard it. Commercial
Union, Imperial Federation, Annexation, Independence, however we
wouid ballet for Canada's future, we cannot be deaf te the voices in the
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