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HYMN FOR THE HARVEST-HOME.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “ PROVERBIAL PHILOSOPHY.”
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, &
O nation, Christian nation,
 Lift high the hymn of praise,
The God of our Salvation
. Is love in all his ways;
. ‘He blesseth us, and feedeth
2  Every creature of his hand,
To succour him that needeth
And to gladden all the land!

In
Rejoice, ye happy people,
And peal the changing chime
* From every belfried steeple
In symphony sublime;
Let cottage and let palace . .
Be thankful and rejoice,
“And woods, and hills, and valleys,
Re-echo the glad voice!

peesy -
From glen, and. plain, and city
Let gracious incense rise,
The Lord of life in pity
 Hath heard his creatures’ cries;
And where in fierce oppressing
Stalk'd fever, fear, and dearth,
He pours a triple blessing
To fill and fatten earth!

v,
Gaze round in deep emotion:
The rich and ripened grain
Is like a golden ocean
Becalmed upon the plain;;
And we, who late were weepers
Lest judgment should destroy,
Now sing, because the reapers
Are come again with joy!

e S
O praise the hand that giveth
—And giveth evermore,—
To every soul that liveth
Abundance flowing o’er!
For every soul He filleth
With manna from above,
And over all distilleth
The unction of His love.

VI
Then gather, Christians, gather
To praise with heart and voice
The good Almighty Father,
- Who biddeth you rejoice:
‘For He hath turned the sadness
_ Of his children into mirth,

L

- And we will sing with gladness

* The harvest-home of earth?
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[E AMI \N BRANCH T «“ON
' CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH.”

The British church, handed down by
regular transmission % from the apostles’
time,” was always that communion and
fellowship in which were provided, for
Christians of the, British empire, those
means of grace and salvation, of religious
knowledge and duty, of evangelical faith
and holiness, which Christ appointed to be
found and enjoyed in *His body the
Church.” For a while, indeed, it was
treacherous to its trust : notabandoning the
essentials of the church, but blending them
with so much error as to grievously mis-
lead Christians, and put them in a way
extremely hazardous to their salvation.
Deeply painful as are the thoughts excited
by cousideration of their case, whose sta-
tions and opportunities should have led
them to a truer knowledge of the Gospel
and of the catholic church ; a truer con-
formity to them, and a more faithful
guidance of those whom they were bound
to lead in the right way ; we yet may and
should charitably hope that great numbers
af honest but.deluded souls have found
merey and salvation, though drawn, with-
out fault of their own, into sinful ways of
doctrine and practice, by the false guidance
of pastors, who, like too many prophets
of old, had a *thus saith the Lord ” for
what they knew, or might have known,
had they been faithful to the meaus and
opportunities entrusted to them, the Lord
abominated.

The reformation brought the Church of

England out of this state of departure from
what it was when organized and established
uoder the first and purest influences of
evangelical and catholic principles, Afier
this happy change in the church, the
empire of Britain extended to what is
now our country.. On primitive catho-
lic principles, the British church became
thus ¢he Church of Christ, for all the holy
and momentous purposes for'which He had
established it, of the American-British
Colonies, On the change of such of those
Colonies as became independent States,
into their independent condition, the min.
isters and members of what had been the
English branch of the catholic church be
came mitisters aud members of a branch
derived indeed from the English ; but now
(for wha afterwards became our one Re-
public, vas then a confederacy of thirteen
indepenient republics) subdivided into
portionssf the catholic church existing in
thirteen \ivil sovereignties. -~ Every por.
tion, howver, was a part of the one Church,
which Clist established, which enjoyed
the persotl ministry of the apostles, and
which haccontinued in England, in un-
broken sutession, from the apostles’ time.
Thus, thoth civilly subdivided, the minis.
ters and timbers of the catholic church
of Americwere, in all essentials of the
Christian Greh, spiritually one.  As yet,
however, ty had not the means of con-
tinuing 8Mg them a valid apostolic min-
istry—a bsing for which they had here-
tofore 100k to the mother country.

There W: then in Britain, as there still
are, two Dbiches of the ancient British

for pour souls.”

TORONTO, CANADA,

|Scotland.  The former was established,
that is, civilly incorporated with the State :
the latter was not so ; but, like our own
church in lent of the State or civil
government. As the first of these bhad
been, under God, the means of establishing
and nurturing the catholic church in this
country, the attention of the several
branches of this church was naturally first
directed to the English church for obtain-
ing, in the episcopate, the scriptural and
catholic means of enjoying the Christian
ministry. The worldly embarrassments,
however,under which that church laboured,
in consequence of its being civilly esta-
blished, threw hindrances in the way. The
Scottish church kindly interposed, and at
the request of the clergy of the first Amer.-

:cﬁumh_@@. jnfB‘iglﬁm}, the other in

ican diocese, gave episcopal consecration

to Dr. SAMUEL SeaBUgRY, who, in the name
of the clergy who chose him, and a con.

| senting laity, had long faithfully sought the

boon from the English church. The diffi-
culties in the latter ought not to he laid to
the charge of its spiritual character ; they
were the unhappy results of its secular
relations.  We should always be thankful
to God, that this other way, free from such
worldly difficulties, was, in His kind provi-
dence, open to us. There can be no
doubt that the success thus experienced,
supplied a powerful motive for the vielding
to which the more wordly controllers of
the Church of England were at last brought,
in giving three other bishops to the Ameri.
can Church. =z

That church was thus empowered to
become ‘a thoroughly independent branch
of the One Cutholic und Apostolic Church ;
 competent, not only to the supply of the
priests and deacons whieh, God having, by
His Holy Spirit, appointed them, have
been in the Church from the apostles’
time ; but also to the continuing of a suc-
cession, in the apostolie line, of thuse who
can give that episcopal ordination without
which the church can account nove to be
a lawful minister of ﬂﬁ}ist. ‘This succes-
sion could, undoubtedly, have been validly
conveyed by one bishop. For fuller attes-
tation, however, of catholic consent and
approval, and greater security against pos-
sible imposition, in so momentous a mat..
ter, the church has, from the eatliest
times, required, as a thing—not of neces-
sity, but of good and wholesome order—
that the episcopate should be imparted by
at least three bisho s. Through the co-
operation of England with Scotlaud, the
American church was provided with four
hishops. ' 1
A short time after the first three of these

four bishops had entered on their diacesan

duties, our present republic was formed

by the m

tant Episcopal Church

States ’—the same bedy which had, since
fiest the British empire extended over the
territory comprising those States, been the
regularly established church of Christ for
His disciples here.

This church, therefore, is that which
only, among the many communions in our
land, can claim identity with, and regular
succession from, that church which, in
apostolic times, was given by Divine Pro.
vidence to our forefathers, as the Church
to which the Gospel, with its great and
precious doctrines, duties, and privileggs,
was, by our Lord’s authority, commited.
In union and communion with it, lherefore,
according to evangelical principles, the
disciples of Christ in this country are to
be united to Him; to serve him in the
faith, worship,and obedience of his Gospel ;
to be bound to each other in Christian fel.
lowship ; and to put forth their individual
and joint efforts in enlarging and strength.-
ening the influence of the Gospel in the
world, and extending among fellow men,
as ability and opportunity may be afforded,
the generous acts and offices of Christian
charity.

The writer would respectfully and earn-
estly recommend to all gnod Christians, as
fraught with much valuable information on
this subject, the perusal of the Rev. Dr.
William D. Wilsou’s two works, ¢ The
Church Identified,” and * History of the
Reformation in England ;7 and the Rev.
Dr. Seabury’s “ Continuity of the Church
of England in the Sixteenth Century.”

Of course, the view which has now been
taken is liable to the charge of uncharita-
ble exclusiveness, so often brought against
all views which represent any particular
faith, or any particular system of religious
duty, as so belonging to the Gospel, as to
exclude the right of a difforent faith or sys-
tem, to set forth #s claim to belong also
to the Gospel. The faithful and true
Christian, however, is unmoved by such
charges. He knows that what ‘is the
result of principle cannot be uncharitable.
He may be mistaken in the principle ; but
is only honest, not uncharitable, in carry.
ing it out to its legitimate result. He may
err in judgment when believing that what
he holds to be the right faith, and the right
Church, and right religious duty, is su:h;
but as long as he is conscientiously con.
vinced that it is, he cannot honestly admit
that a faith, a church, or a course of relj.
gious observance, materially differing from
it, is also true. The latter may be pro.
fessed in connection with personal rela.
tions and qualities deserving of high re.
spect and affection. These he should not
withhold from the individuals ; neither
should be extend them to their errors. To
these he cannot, with honest consistency
of prineiple, extend his countenance and
support, however indirectly. But he should
learn, as a proper inference from the prin-
ciples here maintained, never to wi:hdraw
his charity from those in error, however
great their error, or however undeserving
of charity that error itself. ~ And seeing—
as every enlightened observer must see—

that erroneous views of truth and duty are
cherished by really honest and’good peo-
pie, the excellence of whose characters
might put to shame multitudes who trust
much to their orthodoxy, their ritual exact-
ness, their spiritual experiences and assur-
ances, their rigid piety, their confidence
in having undergone a new birth, and be-
ing safe from all harm by their possession
of justification by faith, or to their laying
up for themselves great stores of merit ;—
seeing this, I say, the considerate and
good Christian should bear in mind, that
as better men have erred, so he may err,
He should never magnify his strong confi-
dence in his"own views into proof of their
truth.  Reasonable as that confidence
may be, the word of God nowhere justifies
him in regarding it as positive evidence of
his being right. It may be a grousd: of
comfort to himself; but can never be
legitimately used as an argument binding
on others, or us a reason for condemning
them.of fault. As long as this mortal
probation lasts, the best of men will be
liable to error, Until the glass through
which we now see darkly is removed, no
man can be positively certain that bis
veighbour is wrong. ~This consideration
should teach him a lesson of humility
towards himself, and charity towards his
neighbour. - It should especially warn him
of the presumption and guilt of putting
himself in God’s stead, and denouncing
his judgments upon those who differ from
him. In this, it is to be féared, there is a
vast deal of Romanizing among Protes-
tants: popish anathemas being represented,
in meaning and spirit, by the too prevalent
dispnsition to denoance as soul-destroying,
and in similar favourite terms, differences
of opiuion in matters of religious faith and
duty ; and to eonsign those who hold
errors thus rated, to divine malediction.
Much of an antichristian spirit is thus
manifested by those who desire to be con.
sidered as anti-christ’s most decided ene-
mies.

All such things are wrong, and will be
eschewed by the truly evangelical Chris-
tian. At the same time, earnestly believ.
ing that the Gospel is one, its faith one, its
Church one, its system of religions and
moral duty one; he faithfully avails him.
self of the means and opportunities within
bis reach, to understand what they are ;
and as faithfully endeavours to make them
the rule and measure of his religion; call.
ing upon God, at all times, by diligent
prayer, for his grace to guide and aid him
in that true direction of his moral agency,
which will lead him both to know the
truth, and to apply it in the consistent
regulations of his heart, character, and

One more remark in close of the present
communication. The writer regards it as
1) it ove; and would t
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differ from him in the obvious tendeney
and design of this communicatioo.

Of course, all that has been now written
has been so with the intention of connect-
ing it with the doctrine of the Apostolical

founded in the Bible, and set forth in the
Book of Common Prayer: that is, the

by ordination from Bishops who bave de.

and uninterrupted succession of Bishops
from the Apostles.

doctrive.
it; but has introduced it for the simple
purpose of saying, that he is aware of no
other principle cherished amoug the Chris.

quently the Church, is held to be aught
else than a matter of mere human arrange-
ment. There was a time when Presby-

succession from the Apostles, as esseutial
to the Gospel ministry: the Apostles be-

but as ordaining presbyteries. In accord-
ance with this doctrioe, it was held, that
before a man can be accounted or taken
to be a lawful Christian minister, it must
be made satisfactorily to appear, that he
has been ordained by a presbytery, each
member of which has been ordained by a
presbytery, holding office under ordination
by presbyteries from the Apostles. In
accordance with this view, a distinguished
Presbyterian divine of great note in this
city in the last generation, published the
opinion that episcopal presbyters were
validly ordained, because presbyiers, as
well as the Bishop, luid hands on them;
but episcopal deacons not, because the
Bishop only laid hands on them. Another
Presbyterian clergyman of the same
period, justly ranking among the first in
this city, expressed to the writer his full
conviction of the necessity of an uninter-
rupted succession of ordinations for the
valid exercise of the functions of the min.
istry, and his fears of the progressing de-
terioration of the Presbyterian Church,
because of its easy admission of Congre.
gational ministers, and especially of Ana-
baptist ministers, as pastors of it's com-
munion ; they coming from denomtlnauons
which allow the validity of lay-ordination.

Such opinions, however, the writer be-
lieves, have little or no existence among
the various non-episcopal denominations
of the present day. He believes that,
according to their views, no partzcular
ordination is necessary, indeed 70 ordina-
lion is necessary, to entitle a man to being
received and taken as a lawful minister of
Christ; and that, consequently, any and
every man who preaches what is deemed
evangelical truth, with power and success,
that is, with popular acceptance, and with
popular effect, no matter how he may have
beeu invested wtih his pastoral office is
to be accounted and taken as a lawfu!

minister of Christ.

Succession, as the writer supposes it to be |

rived their authority to ordain in a regular |

to acknowledge responsibility for all the |
consequences honestly flowing from this |
He means not now to defend |

terians contended for ordination in regular |

Such is the writer’s deliberite opinion,
formed from what he bas-dong seen and
heard. If any of his brethren of other
denominations, or othiers who disbelieve
the doctrine of the Apos cessi
believe that any ordination is necessary
for the valid exercise of |
ministry ; and will say
tion is, without'which they
a man as a lawful minist
will be happy to know i
to do injustice to any. Bu
either the doctrine of the
cession is true ; or that
?ecessary; let this be disti

t may give wholesome
sects. It may do goolggﬂ

inderstood.
g to the
hurch.

report of a second commilte
consider whether the great i
condition of the population d:

and, if so, what adaptatio Church’s
rules needful to meet their necessities.
That report was as follows :-

“The committée appointe
tion of the province of Can
and report ¢ whether
condition of the populati
and, if so, what adaj
needful to enable
necessities,” report that
meetings for the considerati
referred to them, and that
upon the following conclusi

““That some modification
rules is needful to enable her adequately to
minister to the spiritual necesities of the people
of this land; and that these modifications may
most properly be eonsidered with reference—

“1. To her services, and =~
“2. To the ministerial agetcy which she
now employs. i g
¢ As to the first of these, we think it of the
ent state of the
cordered in the

utmost importance, in |
Church, that the services,

Book of Common Prayer, should be preserved
entire and unaltered; but we are of opinion
that the length of the morning seryice on Sun-
| days and holydays, especially when the holy
communion is adminis  to & Jarge body of
communicants, renders it esi to allow of
its being divided into differe
at various hours. We th
be expedient, that at the
bent, or in his abs
sy ng?rdie*!i
sho :
ha shath- dacen: Wiy
morning service; so that ei

the subject
have agreed

# " the Church’s

think it would

of the incum-

the administration of holy ¢ nion, or the
order for daily morning. may be used
o8 a separate serviee; at the whole

alteration, except when it is used

church both on the afternoon and evening of the
same day. In that case we think it would be
expedient, first, that a new table of proper
| lessons should be authorised which might be
; substituted in the evening prayer for those
| already read in the afternoon service; or, se-
condly, that, at the discretion of the parish
priest, with the consent of the Bishop, a substi-
tution should be allowed, either in the afternoon.

doctrine that the true and valid ministyy | OF evening, of one of the occasional services

of the Church of Christ,1s to be had only |

hereafter mentioned, provided that the order
for evening prayer be always used either in the
| afternoon or evening.

«We would suggest that in the present state
of our population, the Church would be better

The writer is willing | able to minister to their wants if some well

considered relaxations of the absolute strict-
ness of her services, as prescribed by the Act
of Uniformity, were admitted by authority;
and we would enumerate the following as some
which might be usefully adopted :—

“ First, we would suggest that a shorter
order for daily prayer might be compiled from
the Book of Common Prayer, with a prescribed

tinns, on which the ministry, and conse'{lesson or lessons of Holy Scripture, which

might be used instead of the present order for
daily morning and evening prayer, on other
days than Sundays and holydays, in parishes
where the incumbent shall have satisfied the
Bishop of the diocese that it might be advanta-
geously adopted.

““Secondly, we would suggest that various

ing supposed by them to act, not singly, ' occasional services might be formed from the

Book of Common Prayer, for use in the Church
with the permission of the Bishop, on week
days, and in addition to the prescribed services
on Sundays.

““We would gpecify the following as examples
of such services:—

1. The Litany, with a Scripture lesson,
psalmody, holy baptism, churching of women,
sermon, or catechising, or with any of them.

2. A short selection of collects, with the
Lord’sPrayer and psalmody, to precede or follow
a sermon or catechising.

3. A service, with sermon or lecture, pre-
paratory to the administration of the Holy
Communion.

‘4. A thanksgiving service, containing the
‘Venite,” ‘Te Deum,’ psalmody, collects, the
Lord’s Prayer, a Scripture lesson, and the
General Thanksgiving, with or without a ser-
mon.

5. Services for the deprecation or removal
of God’s judgments—one formed of collects, the
Lord’s Prayer, penitential psalms, and Scripture
lesson ; another consisting of thp Litany, with
penitential psalms, and a Secripture lesson ;
either of such services with or without a sermon.

‘6. A service for imploring the blgssing of
God on Church missions; with or without a
sermon.

“7. A service for children.

“Further, we think it would be expedient
that the Bishop should be empowered to au-
thorise the use of the order for the administra-
tion of the Holy Communion as a separate
service on any day of the week, a.nd_ that he
should be authorised to show, on special occas-
ions the substitution of other chapters of the
Old and New Testaments: respectively, for the
first and second lessons appointed for the day.
For one special occasion—viz., Ash Wednesday,
we would recommend the appointment of proper
lessons, Besides the adoption of these occasional
services, framed from the Book of Common
Prayer, we think it desirable that a collection
of psalms and hymns, to be used in churches,
should be put forth by authority.

“ Further, we think it desirable that a form
should be authorised ¢for admitting converts
from the Church of Rome, and such others as
shall renounce their errors, and for restoring
such as have relapsed ;’ and we are of opinion
that the form prepared by the Upper House of
Convocation in 1714 would, with a few altera-

“Our attention has been invited to certain
portions of our existing services, and to certain
orders in our canons, which are thought to in-
terfere with that enlarged action of the Church,
the means of promoting which we were appointed
to consider.

‘“As to the first of these, the only one on
which we would now remark respects the third
exhortation, following the prayer for the Church
Militant, in the order of the administration of
the Holy Communion. Concerning this exhor-
tation it was suggested to us that, being read,
as it now is, after the withdrawal of all save
those who have resolved at that time to com-
municate, and who must be supposed to have
already examined themselves, and after such
examination to be now drawing near ‘to eat of
that bread and to drink of thatcup,’ the strong
expressions it contains as to the j’anger of an
unworthy receiving are unreasonable, and are
found in praclice to disturb the minds of some
of those' who remain to ¢ommunicite, These
objections would, in our judgment, be in a great |
degree removed if this address were 1 as
the exhortations which precede it are ordered
to be read, at the’ conclusion of the sermon, to
the whole congregation, rather than after the
prayer for the Church Militant. Having regard
to the place of this exhortation after the two
which immediately precede it, and which are
distinctly ordered to be read at the close of the
sermon, and to its tenor, as applicable to the
whole congregation, consisting of those who
have, or have not, yet resolved to remain and
communicate, rather than to those who have
already begun to take part in the Communion
office, there does not appear to be so distinct a
settlement of the place in the gervice at which
this exhortation must be read as to prove that
it may not be read immediately after the ser-
mon, and before instead of after, the prayer for
the Church Militant, when the Holy Communion
is administered.

“An order in the canons bearing on our
services, which was brought under our notice
as containing rules which tend to cramp the
Churcl’s offices, was the prohibition, contained
in the 29th canon, of parents standing as spon-
sers for their own children. As to this, while
we thankfully recognise the great benefits which
arise from engaging other fit persons, where
they may be had, to undertake the charitable
office of sponsors, we are of opinion that the
main reasons which appear to us to have in-
duced the Church of England to prohibit parents
acting as sponsors for their own children no
longer exist; and having regard to the difficulty
now often found, especially by the poor, in ob-
taining fit sponsors for their children, we think
that a relaxation of this prohibition is -desirable

¢ As to the second head of our inquiry—yviz.,
whether any, and, if so, what modification of
the Church’s present agency is needful to enable
her more perfectly to discharge her spiritual
functions—we would express our opinion :—

1. Thatsome additional agency is necessary
to enable the Church, especially in large and
populous parishes, to fulfil her Lord’s command
to preach the gospel to every creature.

¢ 2. That some of the present needs of the
Church might be supplied by a more general
and systematic co-operation of the laity in
works of Christian charity ; in visiting and in-
structing the sick, poor, and ignorant; in ex-
horting the careless; in teaching children and
adults in schools; in ¢ollecting funds for the -
extension of the Church at home and abroad;
and in all other labours of Christian love which
can, consistently with the rules of the Church be

erformed by the laymen o

bear in marked features the character of being
lay assistance rendered to the ministers of Christ
in their proper work, and should be conducted
with the especial aim of bringing souls under
the direct action of that ministry.

¢ That, besides this more general and syste-
matic agency of the laity of the Church, as
parochial 'district visitors and the like, some
extension of the ministry is greatly needed
among us.
“We are of opinion that this need might in
some measure be supplied, if the bishops should
be willing, in such cases as to them might seem
meet, to admit to the order of deacons literate
persons, and those who had not attained the
same proficiency in the classical languages as is
now required in candidates for the office of a
deacon.

¢ Provided that in all such special cases the
Bishop be satisfied as to the moral character
and religious life of the candidates, as to the
soundness of their doctrine, their knowledge of
the Holy Scriptures, and of the articles and
offices of the Church, and their possessing a
peculiar gift for imparting religious instruction.
Provided further, that all persons, who have
been admitted deacons upon these terms shall
be strictly confined to the discharge of the
duties of the diaconate as defined in the ordinal
of the English Church, shall be incapable of
filling a sole cure, and shall not be admissible
to the office of priest until they shall have served
five years at least in the lower office, and have
made themselves acquainted with the branches
of learning now usually required of candidates
for the priesthood; and that these conditions
be stated in their letters of deacon’s orders.

“Further, we are of opinion that various
means might be adopted to render more effec-
tual the exercise of the Church’s missionary
office towards our home population.

“It is deeply to be deplored that there are
at present large numbers of the poorer popula-
tion, especially in our own great towns, who
are habitually absent from the public worship
of God, and live with little or no sense of true
religion; and new and increased efforts are
urgently required to give them a saving
knowledge of the gospel, and shelter them
within the fold of the Church. For this work
there is need of men specially fitted for and
devoted to direct missionary operation at home.
We would, therefore, suggest the placing in the
midst of such a population clergymen who
might, with & view to economy, Christian fel-
lowship, and united prayers and action, live
together, minister in one central church, and,
with due regard to ecolesiastical rule and au-
thority, might labour around it in preaching,
exhorting, visiting the sick and poor in their
own houses, and superintending schools. We
think it would be desirable that men possessed
of meedful gifts for this work should be especi-
ally encouraged to undertake it for a time, and
be recognised as having a special claim for pre-
ferment out of public patronage in less laborious
spheres after a term of servige.

¢ Further, we think that good would result
if those who were gained by these means as
converts were associated together in closer
religious fellowship and action than has been
common among us. Such converts, we believe,
would thus be themselves built up in the true
faith, would become an attraction and shelter to
others, and would under God’s blessing, spread
around them in their homes, and among their
companions, a saving knowledge of Christ, and
of His Gospel.

¢ We believe, further, that the due sction of
the Church missionary office among the home
population would be promoted, if a body of
clergy were organised for the special vYork ())f
preaching and exhorting, under the Bishop’s
sanction, throughout his diocese. Such clergy
might most properly be conunected with the
cathedral church, and might be licensed by the

tions, be proper for this purpose.

Bishop for temporary service in parishes where

e

their presence was desired by the parochial clergy
We believe that such an institution would be of
great service in parishes of unmanageable size,
in those which might have been injured by past
ministerial neglect, by the action ?demomlisin‘g
mﬂuences! or by the inculcation of Roman or
other error ; and lastly, thatit would tend, in a
beneﬁ_cml ‘manner, to supply wants arising from
such inequalities in ministerial gifts as must be
found in so numerous a body as thé English
clergy.

“In conclusion, we are of opinion that, inas-
much as the efficiency of the Church depends
mainly on the adequate discharge of the duties
of the Episcopal office, and as it was the design
of our Reformers to erect a large
additional sees, and as the population of England
and Wales has since their time been i .
nearly fivefold, while the Episcopate has received
scarcely any augmentation in the last three

is not now necessary, especially in our great
centres of population.” >

take the liberty of offe
with respect to what had fallen from his right
reverend friend (the Bishop of Winchester).
The report now read treated of a subject of far
greater delicacy and difficulty than that just
received by the house, and this subject had been
thoroughly ventilated, discussed and considered,
not only with perfect harmony of feeling, but
with an evident desire on the part of the
members. of the committee to come to an agree-
ment on a question of such importance, This
held out some grounds of hope that if Convoca-
tion should be permitted to meet by her
to treat of subjects relating to the Church, it
would not be as his right reverend brother an-
ticipated. With regard to the feelings of others
who topk a different view of this subject, he
(the Bishop of London) was far from thinking
that there was an increased dread of the meeting
of Convocation for the purposes of business.
The alarm felt by some members of the Church,
so far from being greater than it was, was con-
siderably diminished. There was a growing
feeling that there was not so much to be appre-
hended from the meeting of Convocation as it
had been customary to apprehend. There were
not, a few persons distinguished in rank, station,
and intelligence, who were thoroughly well per-
suaded that synodal action was a right which
should no longer be withheld from the Church,
and that great good might be anticipated from
the exercise of it. There was a feeling growing
in the public mind that the measures for en-
forcing ecclesiastical discipline, and regulating
the affairs of the Church, ought not to be pro-
posed in Parliament unless -they had been pre-
viously considered by some body which might
be regarded as a representation of the great
body of the clergy. It was this opinion which
had hitherto thrown great obstacles in the way
of every measure introduced into Parliament
for the better regulation of- Church affairs, and
many recent nieasures, had they been submitted
to Convocation and approved of by them, would
have been passed with far greater satisfaction
to the church and the public. Especially with
regard to ecclesiastical discipline, he was quite
of opinion that no measure ought to be intro-
duced into Parliament unless previously sub-
mitted to Convocation;, and it was his intention
to propose that a committee of both houses
should be appointed to consider the heads of a
bill for the better enforcement of such discipline
and correcting eriminous elerks. They had
stated d:x former report that they had better
ki a8 i X
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owever, that t } g ot ]
at the present course of legislation—looking at '
the different bills introduced, and which greatly
affected the courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction,
involved their abolition, and crippled their effi-
ciency—the time had come when they should
be prepared to submit to Convocation the heads
of a bill for the cerrection of criminous clerks,
to be introduced into Parliament by his grace
the President or her Majesty’s Government,
with the best chance of being carried, and with
a certainty that if it did pass, the clergy would
have no just grounds of complaint that they had
not been consulted on the matter. He did not
mean to say that the majority, or even a very
considerable part, of the members of the Church
were quite satisfied on the subject of the meet-
ing of Convocation; but he was quite sure that
the apprehension so long felt on the subject
would be considerably diminished when the
conduct of the houses of Convocation in their
committees came to recollection.

The Bishop of Lincoln seconded the motion of
the Bishop of London for the adoption of the
report. He could not but feel that it was one
of the most able and important papers ever put
forth, and that it would be received by the
Chureh in that light.

The Bishop of Oxford said that, before the
question was settled by the house, he should
wish to say in reference to this committee what
he had said in reference to the former one, that
the utmost harmony and regard for each others’
opinions had prevailed amongst its members and
presided over their discussions. The committee
certainly did not contain within itself all those
allowed shades of opinion permitted in the
Church of England, and which it was a great
blessing to the Church that she did approve of.
Those opinions were represented both by the
members of the Upper and Lower Houses, and
yet the main bulk of that report had been
unanimously adopted. There were in it one or
two points on which all the members did not
entertain precisely the same opinions, and yet
there was a general acquiescence in the report
adopted. A great deal of the prejudice and
objection which had existed as to the meetings
of Counvocation was based upon & wrong appre-
hension of what they desired to do when it was
again in action. He thought that one of the
objections which pervaded the mind of his
right reverend brother (the Bishop of Win-
chester) was, that it would be a sort of ecclesi-
astical parliament—sitting as the Parliament of
this country now sat, from day to day through
a given session, to find work for itself; or to re-
ceive suggestions for work from other quarters,
and so rake up all matters of difference of
opinion until it would only become the scene of
a trial of strength between the persons enter-
taining different views in the Church. If that
were what Convocation were to be, he should
agree in every word uttered by his right rev.
brother as to the danger of its remewal, the
impropriety of that renewal, and the great
blessings derived from the suspensions of its
action. This, however, was not at all, so far as
he was aware, what they desired to see. It was
not his desire, nor that of his right rev. brethren
with whom he had consulted, and they should
think it a signal misfortune to the Church if

was this—whereas there must be, if the Church
were to meet the wants of the population, cer-
tain changes, that these changes should be dis-
cussed by the clergy in a responsible body,
under the sanction and restraint of the Crown
and primacy, before they should be proposed in
the houses of Parliament. Thus the members
of the Church id the Legislature would enter on
the discussion of such subjects with the great
advantage of having seen the discussions of the
clergy generally concerning them, under the
authority of his grace the President. If this were
not o, they would have the discussions of unau-
thorised meetings, and the experience of all time
showed them that sweh unauthorised meetings
were attended commonly by those who took the

number of |

centuries, it deserves attentive considerati i
*whe&dﬁo‘i the due performance of theChuré%"l; i
missionary work, an increase in the Episcopate |

The right reverend prelate said he would |
5ng one or two words |

were persons of strongly excited feelings,
who urged one another on by !
ments which tended to kindle th of party

1 that he desired to see author-
ised meetings -econld not from their nature
be sed to these dangers, the members of
:hem . persons selected by ﬂn:‘bnthn
taries of the Church chosen by :;:’m

filled places of trust,

tion was placed, would be far than having
them under no restraint at‘dm :mt;v:g
were very great for supposing that the Crown
gave them license to consider the question in

this report, that license would not empower
‘them to enter upon any question which that
‘report did not contain. Supposing that the
 Crown sent them a licence to consider a bill for
the correction of ecclesiastical offences, they
could enter into no other matter. That license
| Was in effect purely an opportunity for giving

esty the body of the clergy leave to consult together

| upon points strictly limited. He could not
therefore believe that the apprehensions con-
ce Convocation to which his right reverend
friend had alluded, and the existence of which
he (the Bishop of Oxford 1) was far from denying,
were otherwise than mistaken. He saw, too,
so remarkable a change amongst his right rev.
brethren of the Episcopate, that he could not
hgl'i thinking that some slight acquaintance
with what had been done, and was intended to
be done, had produced that change amongst
them and amongst the right minded members
of the Church. It did not appear to him possi-
ble that they could make the efforts which were
sgeoiauy required by God’s Proyidence to reach

e great masses of the population of this land,
and to carry on the work of the Church, unless
they had some means af adapting the rules and
systems laid down under totally different cir-
cumstances to the present requirments of the
people. He ventured, therefore, to say to his
grace that the mode in which the committee had
conducted its deliberations, and the conclusion
they had arrived at, would open the eyes of
men to what'might be expected of its matured
Lal:iom, and the liberty granted to that ancient

ody.
The report was then received.

(To be continued.)

CONVOCATION.

Norice or Morion.—The Archdeacon of
Taunton has given notice of the following res-
olutions to be moved in the lower house of con-
vocation of the olergy of the province of Can-
terbury:— J

Whereas two reports of joint committees of
both houses of the convocation of the clergy of

the province of laid upon the
e

co 0 zy of t o 0 ce O
Canterbury, in order, ‘“to enable it to trea
with the fuller confidence of the Church, of
such matters as Her Majesty may be pleased to
submit to its deliberations ;”

It is the opinion of this house,

That, until such time as the said provisions
shall have been agreed upon, shall have become

is inconsistent with the resolution of February
2, of the present year above quoted, and is
otherwise unfitting and unadvisable that the
lower house proceed to any consideration of the
second of the said reports, or to the transaction
of any other business of importance to the
Church.

Should the resolution be negatived, the fol-
lowing will be moved :—

That so much of the recommendations of re-
port 2 as +deals with ¢ the third exhortation
following the prayer for the Church militant
in the order of the administration of the Holy
Communion” be not adopted.—John Bull.

THE EPISCOPATE.

Sopor AND Max.—The consecration of Dr.
Powys to the bishopric of Sodor aud Man took
place on Tuesday at York Minster, at the re-
quest of the Bishop elect, who objected to the
ceremony taking place out of the province, in
a London city church. On Thursday week
the Bishop elect took leave of his late parish-
ioners at Warrington, when a service of plate,
of the value of £150, was presented to the
Bishop, ““in token of the esteem and attach-
ment of his parishioners at the close of his
earnest labors (during 23 years) for their spi-
ritual welfare, on the occasion of his elevation
to the Bishopric of Sodor and Man.” Various
other testimonials were afterwards presented
to the Bishop and to several members of his
family. f

Kinmore.—The Rev. Dr. Leslie, Lord Bisho
of Kilmore, died at Cavan, on Saturday, in his
82d year. The income of his successor will be
on a reduced scale, and a large sum will fall to
the ecclesiastical fund.—I7b.

COLONIAL CLERGY DISABILITIES BILL.

The same evening Lord Lyttelton asked whe-
ther her Majesty’s government intended at any
future time to introduce any measure for the
relief of the disabilities of the colonial clergy :

“ The ground upon which .he was anxious to
put this question was, that since the bill on this
subject had been introduced into the other
house of parliament, a change had taken place
in the office of Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies; and in 8o far as the right honorable bar-
onet the present holder of that office ~had

expressed an opinion on this bill, it had rathér
been adverse than in favor of the measuve.
The bill having been withdrawn since the right
honorable baronet’s accession to office; it was
therefore but natural that those who ‘were
desirous that this measare should pass, and
who conceived it to be one of the most obvicus
justice and propriety;, should be anxious to
know whether the government—as a govern-
ment—still retained the views they had ex-

such were to be the case. What they did desire | pressed on this subject, and whether they

intended, as they had heretofore intended, to
legislate upon it. He felt perfectly certain that

the Colonies had not changed his views with
regard to this question, and he (Lord Lyttelton)
should be glad to hear also that the govérnment
still adhered to their previous intentions.

The Duke of Newcastle said that their lord-
ships would not have forgotten that in three
successive sessions three different bills, all de-
signed to carry out thie same object, had been
introduced upon this subject. + Three years ago
the matter was taken up by his right hon. friend

the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, in
the other house, but after great discussion the
measure could not be passed into law. Last

law, and shall have been carried into effect, it -

the noble duke the late Secretary of State for -

.
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