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CTALUMNIES OF DR. RQBERTSON
OF VENICE EXPOSED
AND DISPROVED

(Glasgow Observer)

From an esteemed correspondent in
Rome, whose writing is already familiar
to our readers., we have received an
article dealing with the subject of Dr.
Robertson of Venice, and the Catholic
Chureh in Italy.” Our correspondent
writes:—

I have just read in the “News” of
Saturday, March 4th, the statement
made by Rev. Dr. Robertson, Preshy-
terian minister at Venice, that “‘out of
33.000.000 inhabitants in Italy, no few-
er than 22,000,000 refused to attend the
Roman Catholic Church.” 1 have
written to that journal on the subject.
The Rev, gentleman can only mean us
to understand by his words that these
22.000.000 have ceased to be Catholics.
For some time past I and others have
watched with growing amazement and

indignation the wild and reckless state- !

ments of this man in his anti-Catholic
campaign in England and Scotland. No
one has evidently thought it worth his
while to take any notice of him. So
long as he indulges in slanders and
calumnies of a general kind, of course
one can do nothing but pity him, and
marvel that a minister of religion should
take such pleasure in the work of
speaking evil of others. But now he
has ventured on definite assertions, and
is consequently capable of refutation.
1 have no hesitation in branding this
statement about the 22,000,000 as ut-
terly and wickedly false—wickedly, be-
cause he could have so easily verified
his assertions before making them; and
from this single exaniple vour readers
may judge of the amount of reliability
to be placed on this man’s books and
leetures. My answer is twofold:—
(1.) There are the official Govern-
ment statistics of religion,of last year,
which 1 luckily noted down when I
saw them printed. Here they are:—

Catholies ... .. 31500000
Protestants ... _ 65,000
Jews ... 35,000
Greek Schismaties . . 2.000
" Mahommedans .. . 280
, Buddhists ... 1
Brahmins . . 1
Copt ... . 56
No Religion ... . 36,000
Made no statement of
belief 794,000

From which it appears that out of
a total of 32,432,338, less than a million
are professed non-Catholics. What,
then, becomes of Dr. Robertson’s
22,000,000? They are the fiction of
his disordered brain. He stands con-
futed by that very Government of which
he is such an admirer.

(2.) But perhaps some one might
say, “These are only statistica: they
only show the people are nominally
Catholics: they tell us nothing about
the actual practice of their religion,
such as hearing Mass, frequently the
Sacraments, and the like.” Will, even
if it were so it would still be telling us
8 good deal. 1t is not likely that 31
millions of people would allow them-
selves to be written down Catholics if
they had ceased to be Catholics-—still
less if they abhorred the Catholic Church
a8 Dr. Robertson would fain make us
believe. Why should they tell a lie
about their creed” No one compel s
an Italian to eall himself a Catholic if
he is not one—or even to reveal his re-
ligion at all, as is proved by the fact
that over half a million made no state-
ment of their beliefs (and of these prob-
ably the vast mass will die Catholjes).
But it is not the case that the statistics
are merely nominal: their truthfulness
1s borne out by the facts which anyone
can ascertain who cares to keep his
eyes open. It s simply the literal truth
that i

Wherever you go in Italy, in Town
or Country, you Find the Churches

Thronged, the Sacraments Eagerly

Frequented, the People Full of Fer-

vent Faith and Devotion, and Pro-

testantism and Drunkenness. God be

Thanked, Unknown.

There are, I don’t doubt, one or two
exceptions, namely, places where Social-
ism has for the time being interfered
with the practice of the Catholic re-
ligion; but these places are so rare as
to be hardly worth mentioning; and
even there the people certainly have not
renounced the Faith, but are only temn-
porarily duped into giving up the out-
ward practice of it. And one thing
there is that everybody knows: they
never dream of becoming Protestants;
they may be bad enough, but they have
not fallen, and never will full, quite so
low as that. The Protestant sects do
their best to seduce the faithful, but
with infinitesimal success. In some of
the large centres their agencies are well
backed by American and English gold,

Patrons will confer a favor on the publishers of the ‘‘Review'’ by mentioning

|

_’ which supplies free medicines, free meals
{and various other bribes to corrupt the |
rfaith of the poor Ttalians and thoir’
ilittle children; and even in the Army |
I eame to know of the case of

A Soldier Who Got 100 Francs
| on Becoming Protestant ; i
!
{
|

i but the ungrateful fellow, finding the
» Protestant religion not so good as the
Protestant money, forthwith renounced
the former though he kept the latter.
However, 1 shall not pursue that sul-
ject, as I merely set out to give a speci- i
men of the veracity of this minister
from Venice. He has bheen proved
guilty of a gross and wicked calumny.
Ignorance in such a case can hardly be
an exeuse. He ought to have verified
his statements lefore publishing them.
He ought not to make such allegations
when he is so transparently ignorant of |
what he is talking about. He ought
to take pains to inforin himself as to
the real facts—for example, one way
would he to get up at five o'clock w.m. !
and go to the Catholic churches at the
hours when Catholics go to them. instead
of lounging in with tourists at tenor elev-
en, when public worship (on week-days)
is over. But what does this minister
care for truth so long as he can get
some Protestant audiences to swallow
down his lectures? He scems to have
but one aim and end in life, to vilify
and slander the Catholic Church. He
lives and moves in a foul and venomous
atmosphere. His every word breathes
malice and hatred. People in Britain
say: 0, here is a man from Italy

itself; he knows all about Catholicism
there; he is quite an authority; he has
written a book about it.” But that is
precisely where they make the mistake.

Dr. Robertson Does Not Know
Anything About Catholicism

You camnot trust a word he says
about it. And why? Because a Pro-
testant may live among a Catholic peo-
ple for a whole lifetime, and, if he be of
the stamp of this minister, he will vet
only see what he wants to see, and hear
what he wants to hear, and then go
back to Scotland and only tell what his
audience wants him to tell. Such is
this Doctor of Divinity. He could not
if he tried, because he hates it like poison.
be fair and just to the Catholic Church
Everybody knows he does. We cannot
forget what even the “Scotsman”i
newspaper said about him when criticis- !
ing his book on the Church in Italy—
that he had evidently yielded to the |
temptation of gathering his information
from low, vile and hostile sources, such
as the anti-Catholic Press, apostate
priests, bad Catholics, and the like.
What is the value of such a man’s word
in a contention of this kind? What
value, e.g., would a judge place upon
it here? Nil.

I have shown that on this one point,
where it was comparatively easy to get
at the truth, namely, the adherence of
the Italians to the Catholic Chureh, this
Presbyterian lecturer made a statement
grievously and wickedly false. What
reliance, therefore, can be placed on his
authority as to other matters professed-
ly difficult, and above all difficult for
a Protestant? What does Dr. Robert-
son know of the Catholic Chureh from
within? About as much as the Grand
Lama of Thibet.

I would warn all whom it may con-
cernthat, asregards the Catholic Church
in Italy, as in other lands, there does not
exist a more unreliable and reckless
authority; and I can only conclude by
saying that it strikes a Catholic as a
sad travesty of Christianity to see a
minister of religion, of the position of
Dr. Robertson, prostituting his abilities
to the mean and unworthy end of vili-
fying the Church of God, and of heaping
coarse and vulgar insults on herreverend
head (as he did lately), who is beloved
and respected by Catholies and non-}
Catholics of every nation in the world.
I know others of Dr. Robertson’s sect,
very different from him, who live in
Catholic" cities quiet, unostentatious
lives in peace and charity with their
neighbours. ‘O si sic omnes!”’

AMONG THE ESQUIMAUX

For the purpose of attempting to
convert the Esquimaux, Father Tar-
quetil, a well-known Canadian mission-
ary, intends to undertake a long jour-
ney to Polar regions. He will shortly
depart from Prince Albert, Northwest
Territories, and expeets to reach a
point further north than has been
reached by any previous missionary.
Father Tarquetil has been largely iu-
fluenced in his determination to pro-
ceed so far beyond the bounds of civi-
lization through an invitation he has
received from Chief Nyrimayck, the
head of one of the largest Esquimaux
tribes.
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The Coupons are Worth Saving.

AGENTS
WANTED

600D INCOMES
Gan be Secured

(Whole or sparetime)

BY AN (Male or female)
i Good wages and constant
Eng"sn employment can be earnmed
by intelligent agents.
Manutacturer The New Diamond Gold Pen
©OR THE superior to the best Gold Nibs
gos'thoglg'kTESTH on(lly.sh Points
. nished like Diamon ape.
NBVI Dlamﬂﬂd One Nib will 1ast for many months
Advantages of the New Dia-
Go'd Pen mond‘ane?'lg:fjf;zzaut;}ul 'i:uchla—
glide smoothly over the paper—
— makes writing a pleasure—im-
prm:is.b]in use — d“.'i’ablc.ﬁ r;on;
cor e — will las
E“ryw.wm ;on;erlthan g?':t:seg‘of sl;el nibs

Every man, woman, or child should use the New
. Diamond Pen.

To start at once send 40 cents (stamps will do) for
Agents’ Sample Box, or One Dollar for large size

Sample Box post free by return to all parts of the
world with particulars of the best paying agency.

STANDARD CORPORATION,
DIAMOND PEN WORKS,
49 Newgate Street, London, E.C.

ENGLAND
(Postage for letter 5 cents).

KOBOLD & CO.

CITY MARKET, WINNIPEG

Dealers in all kinds ot

Fresh agﬂred “ eatS

BUTTER, EGGS and VEGETABLES

GAME IN SEASON

Dr. J. McKenty,

OFFICE . UNION BANK BLOCK,
RESIDENCE [ 232 DONALD STREET,

TELEPHONES

OFFICE 541. RESIDENCE 1863

MANITOBA with its network

from $3 to $6 per acre,

chased at from $10 to $40 per acre.

is to remain in Winnipeg
There are districts that have been
can be purchased. Some of this

for immediate possession,

the price of land.
For information
Land Office.

in the Parliament Buildings.
For C.P.R. or C.N.R.
railway companies,

agents in the city.

For situations as farm laborers apply to:
PROVINCIAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 617 MAIN ST., WINNIPEG

ICULTURE

AND IMMIGRATION.
R

of railways, giving markets near at

hand for all farm products, offers unrivalled opportunities for investment,
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT LANDS can still be purchased at

IMPROVED FARMS in all districts of the province can be pur-

These prices are advancing every year.

A FEW POINTERS

On arrival at Winnipeg the wisest
for a few days
lands offered for sale and to homestead,

policy for any new settler to adopt
and learn for himself all about the

settled for many years in which land

] may be unbroken prairie which still
possesses all the richness and productive powers of our virgin prairies.
Other lands, cultivated and baving comfortable farm buildings, are ready

There are Provincial Government lands, Dominion Government home-
steads, and railway lands to be secured.

The price of land varies from $3 to $40 per acre.

Location with respect to railways,

towns, timber and water determines

regarding homesteads apply at the Dominion

For purchase of Provincial lands apply at the Provincial Land Office
lands apply at the land offices of said

For lands owned by private individuals apply to the various real estate

J. J. GOLDEN

YOUNG MEN, BECOME INDEPEN-
DENT.—Our School can give you a Vet-
erinary Course in simple English lang-
uage, at home during five months of your
spare time, and place you in a position to
secure a business of from $1,200 upwards
yearly. Diploma granted and good posi-
tions obtained for successful students,
Cost within reach of all. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Write for full particulars
at once. THE ONTARIO VETERINARY
CORRESPONDENCE  SCHoo1, London,
Ontario, Canada,

!
i

WANTED.—A Lady or Gentleman in
every town to represent the Northwest
Review. To send in local items
weekly, canvas subscriptions and repre-
sent the paper in their locality. Liberal
commission.  Apply to Northwest
Review, P.O. Box 617.

GET YOUR RUBBER STAMPS
at the Northwest Review, 3219
MeDermot Ave.

Notes from St. Rose.

a———

When Easter came we sang with the
Church “This is the day the Lord hath
made, let us beglad and rejoice therein,’’
we had said in our hearts before this:
“presently we think we shall be having
a little time we can call our own, the
time we have now is not our own, it is
only Lent, and when it is gone, it will
seem like a pastime, although whilst it
is here it seems like a time of penance.”’
This appears like a paradox, but no mat-
ter, life is full of such. And now we have
the happiest time of all the year when
Our Divine Lord seems to come and go
upon the earth as of old until the Ascen-
sion and when He seems to walk once

more with his dear disciples, not perhaps |

on the road to Emmaus but on many
other roads in lands undreamt of by the
first Apostles; for as the world extends
revealing new regions, so also Holy
Church ever sends new missionaries to
gather to her hosom the wandering tribes
of the desert and warlike sons of the
forest.  She hears the “Call of the Wild’
and is the first to answer to it. There
are no heroes left in France now, they
are ull gone off on the missions, the stones
that the builders at home rejected
are  become the corner-stones of

the universe; they go in the good

old-fashioned way that the Aposles went
without over much luggage and learn
to speak the language of the peoples
among whom they go, in this also emu-
lating the Apostles. A hundred years
ago, when first exiled from France they
brought the Faith once niore and sowed
its seed in the fallow fields of Albion
where it has been fructifying ever since,
and this same large hearted English
nation takes them under cover of her

white wings to all the ports she trades |

in and all the heathen hordes who flour-
ish beneath her flag of freedom.

Now that Lent is over we are having

weddings again “Marry in Lent, livef
to repent” is an old adage; some people
never live to repent, so perhaps they do
well to marry in Lent after all, and it is |
better to marry in haste and repent at!
leisure, than to marry at leisure and|
repent in haste, and if you are a cross- |
patch you had better not get married
at all, for it is a very trying state,
having to put up with two people, your-
self and another and it is a very serious
thing getting married but some people |
seem to think it is even a more serious
thing not getting married.

We have had a nice little bride here,
all in white, among the French Canadi-
ans and are expecting other interesting
events to come off in the near future.
Who's afraid? We can’t do worse than
some of our forebears have done and
may do better. You remember what
Queen Elizabeth said to Sir Walter
Raleigh:

““He either fears his fate too much

Or his deserts are small

Who dares not put it to the touch

To win or lose it all,”

although she was a great deal too cute,
Uherself to be caught in such a trap,
I knowing as she did that a great deal of
{ her power in Europe lay in the fact that
gshe was able to fool one foreign prince
| after another with the idea that he stood
a pretty good chance of marrying her.
Thave heard it said that Elizabeth made

England great and powerful. No,indeed,
it began perhaps toshow great and power |
[ ful in her reign, but she inherited from |
I her Catholic forefathers, who during:
300 years had been silently laying the?
solid foundations of future glory. ‘
All the poetry in this place is gone
with its first inhabitants who disereetly
retire before this later eivilization mani-
fested by hard work in many ways.

i

i

We leave the weather until the last!
ras it might change at any moment;
Lat present we are wind-blown to a de-
lgree but have not yet experienced the

tornadoes predicted by Mr. Foster; if
we had done so,weshould probably not
be here to mention it.

IN THE 'DEVIL'S HANDS LONG
ENOUGH

“This controversy over the accept-
ance of $100,000 from Mr. Rockefeller

‘for church work reminds me,” says a
| writer in the New York “Tribune,” “of

the reply of the witty minister to the
worldly travelling man. A commercial
traveller went to church one Sunday
morning. Perhaps he was suffering a
little remorse for some deal he had pus
through. At any rate he was there, and
when the plate was passed around he
put on a five-dollar bill. He was a com-
manding looking man, not uncommon
among the class he represented, and at
the close of the services the minister
shook hands with him. The conversa-
tion turned on collections, and our
travelling friend said:

“Now I am a very worldly man myself
but I am aware of the importance of
church work. I gave you a fiver this
morning. Can you accept it of me?

“‘Accept it, of course we can.’ said
the preacher. ‘It has been in the hands
of the devil long enough.’ ”’

Try to Prevent Lung Trouble

It’s the dried sputum floating around
in the air that gets into your lungs and
causes consumption. A sure preventive
is fragrant, healing Catarrhozone, which
is inhaled right into the lungs, kills
every germ, heals the sore membranes
and cures thoroughly every type of ca-
tarrh, bronchitis and lung trouble. I
caught a severe cold which developed

.into catarrh and finally settled on my

lungs,”” writes Mr. A. Northrop, of Bed-
ford. Catarrhozone relieved quickly
and cured me. I recommend Catarrh-
ozone highly.”” Two months’ treatment
$1.00. %‘rial size 25c¢.
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