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that with the handicap of distance
there is little or no margin for profit
left. It was never proposed, intended,
or even thought that the Intercolonial

would pay the interest on its cost, -

but after thirty years of operation it
ought to pay working expenses and
leave a margin to make good the loss
by deprecation. This is not possible
under the present tariff, a fact which
is admitted by all railroad men who
have looked into the question or given
it any thought. - : i

A transfer of the Intercolonial to
the hands of a private company would
therefore mean higher freight and

passenger rates. Advantage would p

be taken of the people along a large
section of the Intercolomrial in Nova
Scotia where there is no railroad
competition and where none is possible
and rates would be charged, which in
comparison with those now in oper-
ation would be considered exorbitant.
If the present rates are too low the
others would be too high. This in
itself is sufficient reason to awaken
opposition to the transfer of the In-
tercolonial from govermental control
throughout the Maritime Provinces.

But however desirous some western
men may be to hand over the Inter-
colonial to & company no government
is likely to consider such a proposi-
tion seriously. The Intercolonial was
about all the Maritime Provinces got
for entering the confederation. It
was built as a portion of that
compact and it must be maintained.
But there is no reason why people

who live along the line of the Inter-

colonial or who ride in its passenger
trains should do so at the expense of
the Federal treasury. The railroad
is a necessity to these people and the
rates of freight should not be lower
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