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Where are our Chiefs of 0ld? Where our Heroes of mighty name?

‘I'he fields of their battles are silent--scarce their mossy tombs remain '—OQss1ay.
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' CHIEF GEORGE H. M. JOHNSON.
(ONWANONSYSHON.)
- His Life and Work Among the Six Nations.

BY HORATIO HALE.
The career of this eminent Mohawk chief, who

did more perhaps than any other individual of|_

our time for the elevation and advancement of
his kindred of the red race, de-
serves a more permanent record b
" than that of a newspaper obituary.

His bicgraphy forms the latest
and by no means the least inter-
‘esting chapter in the annals of
that famous Jroquois confederacy,
which bas held an important
place in the history of the United
States and Canada from the era
of Champlain almost to our own
day. As he claimed a descent
from a champicn and fellow-
counselor of tie great fqunder of
the league, the brave but peace-
loving lawgiver Hiawatha, so his-
character and his acts recall
something of the traits and the
deeds which authentic tradition
ascribes to that no longer mythi- §

cal hero. . :
The death of the chief occurred g

on the 1gth of February, 1884, at
his residence, Chizfswood, on the
Grand River Reserve, in the Pro-
vince of Ontario, a few miles from
the city of Brantford. Though
he had attained the age of sixty-"§&
seven, his death must be deemed- §
premature. Ile Delonged to a
long-lived race and family, His
venerable father, Chief John
Smoke Johnson, for many years
Speaker of the Six Nations” Coun-
-¢il, in which he is known by his
truly poetical Indian name of
Sakayenkwardghton, or ¢“Disap- §
pearing Mist,” is still' living, in" "
-vigorous health of mind and body,
at the age of ninety-two. The
causes which enfeebled. the stal.
wart frame of his more noted sor, -
and made his last illness fatal,
were undoubtedly the injuries which' lie received
in his endeavors to protect the morals and. the
_property of his people from the white outlaws
and desperadoes who formerly infested the Re-
serve. It is soinewhat remarkable that an
Iroquois chief should, in our peaceful time and
among the quiet and law-respecting people of
Canada, die from the eflect of wounds received

from his enernies of the European race, as

doubtless many of his predecessors had died in
the fiercer days of old. But the conditions were
strangely reversed. The conflict was still one
of civilization with barbarism; but in this case
Indian civilization stood at bay with White
savagery, and conquered in the end, though at
the expense of a noble life,

Chief George Henry Martin Johnson—as his
name is recorded in full—was born on the 7th of
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October, 1816, at what is now known ns Bow
Park, then a part of the Grand 'River Reserve,
where his parents resided. Of his father, an
etiinent war-chief and orator of the Six Nations,
bore a notable part as a military leader in the
war of 1812, some mention has already been
made. On the mother's side the boy’s lincage
was, according to Indian notions, still more dis-
tinguished, Her family had taken the English
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two small semi-independent republics which in
in the fastnesses of the Pyrences and the' Apen:
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‘name of Martin, and had some strain of Europe- ;

an blood, derived from the marfiage of an Indian

chief, in former days, with an active whité girl,. .

adopted into a Mohawk household. None the

less it was known as one of the fifty noble famil- - -

ies of the Iroquois confederacy, descended from
the fifty great chiefs who, about the middle of
the fifteenth century, under the leadership of

Hiawatha, framed that confederacy, and thus - -

founded an Indian state which
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assoclates, move than {our centur-
13 ago, are still in force among
their descendants in this district.
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and souls.  Dut in this small do-
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government of America—a: freé

commonwealth, ‘older thanany . -
in Europe, except those of Eug .« .
. land and Switzerlandand parhips: .
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Chief Johu S. Johnson wag in his way.
ucated man. e had learned to read and wii
but only in-the Mohawlk language, as, it w:
written by the missionaries, He was détetmin:
ed that his son should have hetter ‘advantages
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was for a long time the dominant.
power en our contiuent north of -
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