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ment, therefore, was required to put forth great effor
-in the mnatter of buying, inspecting and shipping su<

purchases. Sutaýntial shipments of Canadian-mia<
blankets for the French army, flour for South Af rica, ar
shirts and blankets for Italy, were made under the stipe
vision of our trade departmnent, as we1I as the shipmei
Of 1 1,381,000 bushels of comimandeered wheat sent to ti
Italian goverrnment. Thiis whcat was forwarded in sixi
shiploads, and its transportation to the seaboard and ti
loading of theý ships entailed an enormnous amnount 4

labor, and even though at a time of great seaboard coi
getodem urrage wspaidc on only two cargoes.
Large stores of oats, wheat, barley, rye, corn, pea

beans, flour, oatmneal, rolled oats, butter, chieese, canift(
goods1,, dried applecs and o1her commodities were donat<
by Ontario farmiers soon alter the war 's outbreak ar
collectvd for shipmnent to the United Kingdom. The et
mated valuev of the -ifts was $91,564, whilc the contribi
tions in cash totalled $5,420. Owing to the dearthi
,occan tonnage it wvas impossible to arrange for the train

prtinof the gifts frovrx Montreal to London, and tl
variotis consignments were forwarded to St. John f<i
shipmient f romn that port.

Other activities of the dlepartment were in connetck
with the business meli's commnission to Europe, the ti
couragemient of the toy industry, the enla'rgement of ti
commercial intelligence branch-an exceptionally in
portant matter,-scientiflc and industrial research, ar
the improvement of the form of the dcpartment's repos
This last work has been in charge of MIr. W. A. Warn
chief trade statistician, and his staff. The - aimn of tl
department is to issue a trade report that will meet t!
needsq of the business men of Canada, and h'ence ne
tables have bectn introduced, the objeet of which is to sho
the impurt-s and expo)rts of Canada by articles as
counitries, for a flve-year period, in concise and oonveii
form and without necessitating a search throughout tl
volume for information re-spec(titig various details ci
nected with any one article. This is a commendab
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