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TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT AND TARIFFS.

Division of Wire Mileage-Long Distance Statistcs--
Returns by Provinces.

The equilipmneut of telephone comlpanies in Canada lnst
year was represented in 687,728.50 miles of wire and 302,759

teleph'l'.lTe m1ileage of wire was divided as follows:-
llrban 576 ,7121.75, and rural 111,015.75.

B'y provincoes the mileage of wire was distrîbutedl as fol-
lowg:-

Province, lirban. Rural. Total.
Miles.

Ontario ............... 9,563.25
Queec...........458,166.00

New Brunswick..........13,725.50
Noascotia .............. 1,155.50

Aiberta.........20,165.50
saskatechewan.......18,122.00
Mailitobat. ................. 22,00
liritishý Couba........54,793.00

P.E sland1ý..............1,000.00

Total ............... 576,712.75

Miles.
29,098.00
17,781.25

7,107.00
22,718.25

151.00
9,253.25

18,593.00
5,604.00
1,250.00

111,015.75

Miles.
38,661.25

475,947.25
20,832.50
23,873.75
20,316.50
27,375.25
18,615.00
59,857.00

2,250.00

687,728.50

Extensions froin Quebec.
Two oxlaýntions woud eem to bo neessary: First, the

wire mnileage, credited to Qýueb.ec la the m1ileage of the Bel
Telephioneg K ysteni, whlich- extends( to ail the leatdinig centres
of (>nitario. ecnthie returi, of th)e Manitoba Goverument
did uot matke any dlistinc4tion hetweeu, urbain sud rural mileago,
liud thle total was classifiedl as rural. It la confidentiy expected
thiat a prop)er adjuistmet'lt will ho mnade for the enrrent year.

TJhe uirban and rural wvire m1ileage was dîvided, into classes
late followiug way:-

lirban.
MNilesq.

Copper.....................1,96. 75
Cabl-ovehOa.................192,058).00

Cajbie-underground ...... ý.............2.40, 118.00
Cable-submairile..... ............. 1,867.00

Rural.
Mîles.

82,847.75
16,334.25
6,507.25
5,182.00

45.00

Long Distance Mileage.
The long distance wire mileage reported wasf 94,750.50, dis-

trlbtedt(( ainong the arou proviices as follows-
Ontario .... ......................
Quebe........ . ................
New Brunswick... ............
Nova Scotia....-..............
Alberta...........................
saskatchlewin.............. ......
Manlitoba. ... ...................
British1 Colmmia ...................
Princee Edward Island ............... _

1,632.00
61,086.00
6,374.00
8,055.00
6,700.00
5,013.50
5,926.00
1,314.00

650.00

Total long distance..............94,750.50

The oly formi of assistance given to telephone compaules,
of which defluite information coutl lbe ascertained, had refer-
once to equipmrent. The Goverumenit of Saskatchewan, under
an Act passed in Juno, 1908, undertook to provide the polos
for rural systoms.
Une of Varions Instrumenfts.

As bas been indicated, the numbor of telephonos in use
totalled 302,579. Of these, 174,994 were operated by centrai
energy, snd 127,735 by magneto. Central energy, telephoues are
those which are popular]y describod as automatic. The moe
removai of the recoiver from its book warus Centrai. The
magueto instruments are operated by the turuing Of a littie
handie ut the right side, sud these are the tehephoues wbich
are iuvariubly used lu rural and small communities. In the
iight of this brief expianation, the following statemient 'witb
resp)ect to the number of telephoues in use ou June 30 st wll
be undertood:-

Central
Province. Euergy.

Ontario.................. 2,265
Quebec............*...... 133,435
New Brunswick............. 6,547
Nova Seotia ............... 7,57f)
Alberta . .................. 6,983
Saskatchewan ............... 386
Manitoba ......... 

..:::î"
British Columbia .......... 1,99
P. E. Island... . ... ......... .... j

Total,..,.......... ..... 174,994

Magneto.
37,368
24,565
4,541
4,630
7,441
8,666

33,881
5,6362
1,011

127,765

Total.
39,633

I 58000
11)088
12,y209
14,424
9,052

S3,88
23,461

1,011

302,759

The figures relating to Manitob~a were lot divided lu the
report of the Provinceial Goverumeut, aud had to l'e plaeed in
one cohumn or the othor. Thoy were put~ under the head of
"'magneto' simply because the wire mileage had been classiied
as rural, for the reason indicated in a preeeding payagraph.
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Every effort was made by Mr. J. L. Payne, statistician 0f
the Department of IRailways and Canais, Ottawa, in his receut
report on telephones, to gather data whieh it was boped wouid
enable an analysis to be made of tariffs and tolls throughout
the Dominion; but the information received could not possibly
be classified. It was not fouud practicable to establish eveni
a maximum and' minimum charge, by provinces, for the use of
a telephone. The variations and qualifying conditions were too
great. In this situation itwas f elt that, if a :fair and intel-
ligible classification could not be made of the various tolls and
rentais reported, it would be well nlot to attempt the taski.
Whether or not the details 'which are on baud can bc aua]yzed
ini sucli a wav as to forra a part of next year's report remains
to be seen. Cortainly they cannût be put into effective shape
for the purposes of this report. This is disappointing; but it
is quitte unavoidable under the cîrcumistances bearing upon
Mr. Payne's primary report.

OBOP CONDITIONS IN ONTARIO,

Ontario crop conditions, as reported to the Department of
Agicuture during the middle of May showed that f ail wbeat

entered May in a worse condition than has been wituersed for
many Years. Alternate thawing and freeziug ln the early half
of April developed acovering of eitber.water or ice on portions
of many fields that, proved fatal to a considerable portion of
the young wheat. Reports have been made Of ]osses rauglig
from 10 to 80 per cent. Taking the province over, the net ioss
of fali whoat may bo placed at about one-third. More would
have been plowod up but for clover or timotby having beau
seeded down with tho whoat. Wbere the land was morely
" 1patchy, 1 barloy, oats or other spring grains have been drilled
or disced in to save the grass. While low fields sufforod most
severely, a correspondent suggestively remarks that "'Under-
drained land is ail rigbt.'' Taking the province by districts,
the Lake Brie and West Midland counties have suffered moat
severely; the Lake Huron counties may be classed as from fair
to poor, while tbe Georgian Bay counties range from fair to
good. The Lake Ontario counties have dons rather poorly west
of Toronto, but fairly well to the east. Further east iii the
province fall whoat bas doue well, but it is grown thore only in
vory Iimitod ariens. Oecasionally mention bas been made oà tie
wire-worm, white grub, and the Hessian fiy, but the crop s0 fat
bas suffered less than usual from. insect pests. It is of lutereat
to 'note that in Ohio and Michigan, the states imamediateiy
soutb of our main fali wheat districts, 45 per cent. and 26 per
cent. respectivoly of the faîl wheat land bas been abaudoned
this spring.

Th choyer crop bas nover been so variabhy described as
to condition, from ''poor"' to "good" boiug reported lu prac-
all1y overy locality. The latest returus to baud, bowovor, are
the most encouraging.

Alfalf a, hîko clover and f ail wbeat, this crop bas boon cou-
siderably wiuter killed, or, rather, bas suffered groatly froin
water, frost, and ico lu the spring.

Tbe soason is regarded by correspondents as being a woek
or two later than the average, wltb grass and otber fid growtli
relatively aboad of that of orchard and forest. A large number
of cattie and tother livo stock have been turnod ont to grass,
somne of tbema mucb too early, botb for the animais sud the
pasturos.

Considering the rather backward season, seoding lis well
forward iu somo localities. Wbile some farmers have not yet
got in aIl their spriug grains, otbers are alroady pntting in
mangelsand beets. The seedbed as a ruie bas been in good,
friable conditiMon, except on uudrained or very iow, wet clay
souls. More soeding than usual wiil be donc this season on
accounit of so muc£ fall wbeat land baving been oither rein-
forced witb spring grains or piowed up.

Iu tbe more western counties of the Lake Erie group, and
lu Lambton, a numbor Of peach trees were more or les. kilied
back lu the bud, aud were at firat tbougbt to bo dqstroyed; but
later examination showed that the damage was not as bad as
bad been foarod, as the deep suow bad lu Most cases prevented
root killing. On the otber baud, in what is kuowu as the.
Ni agatea district-the ieading commercial fruit section of the
province-peaches bave camo througb winter witb but littie
harra, sud the frost of the 13th and 14th of May was rnt beavy
enougb to injure the buds. So far as cau bo judged f rom the
backwardness of the season, phuins sud cherries8 give promise Of
gond yields, and apples are also likýehy to give a fair show of
blosaom. Raspberries, blackberries, aud other bush fruits were
cousidorably broken down or frozen back as a resuit of the
deep suow and the sevore cold, but as a mile they bave been
merely cbecked. Strawberries have aiso suffered, but more fri
the droutb of iast summor than from the winiter. However,
takîng fruit prospects generally, the outlook mnay be classed as
rathor encouraging, copsideriug the unusual severity of the
past seasoli.

As to the suppiy of fodder aIl kinds are scarce sud very
higb in price.

Much matter of jnterest ani value ar- wc1iiàcd in the
nionthiy review issued by the Dominion Po-id Company, of
Toronto, Moutreal and Londo)i, Eng] nd.


