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Reminiscences of a
6Wou Volunteer Officer.

BY A. W. Il. L.LT is hard for volunteers of to-day
ta realise the difficultics whîch
their brothers in arms bad ta sur-
niaunt in former years. For the

present generatian I have :ransferred
ta paper the falowmng incidents ai a
voiunteer's lfe :

In 1859, the wvhoIe af England was
thrown into a state ai ferment by
rumors ai a French invasion. This
confusion was the outcame of the bon-
bastic effusions ai certain French
colonels. 'l'ie response ta this call ta
arnis ivas immediate ; mectings were
held in A parts of the country, and,
at sanie towns, dunumy guns were
served out ta the men, who were toa
impatient ta wait for mare deadiy
wcapans, th2tiîue of wbicb the Gav-
ernment liad not yct sanctioncd. WXe
were situai(d ini the centre ai a large
marufacturirg district, and the wave
af patriotice cithusiasm burst upon us
with ts full force. When itwas finally
dccided that a corps must be formed,
the choice of uniforni was a matter for
violent discussion. Our little doctor
thought uniiorni cverything, and wish-
cd us ta adopt one similar ta that worn
by the line, but with marvellous varia-
tiaýn-, which wouid increase its bril-
lianci'. The drum-rnajor ivas a great
source ofianxiety. In appearance lie
would havt been something betwcen
a field narshal and an African poten-
tate, if the doctor had carrbed the day
-at large bearskin cap iih a scarlet
fcathcr, and a staff whiclî migbr have
scrved the aforesaid king as a royal
sceptre, werc ta be the principal itenms.
Afier the preparation ai most careful
wvorlking drawinïs, and ater mauch
labor, bath menital and physic-d, Uhe
designs were presented ta aur chef
for apl)raval. Mien all the doctor's
mast sanguine Iî>pes ai glary were
dashed ta the grouind. Theic major
chiose habiliments which, though ser-
v.ceable ta a degreec, mwre rearly t1w
causýe ai aur ivorthy medica's resigiia-
tion-slate grey, with green facings,
j ust fancy it. 1Ihe doctor made avery
unkind cynical rcmark whcn he first
met nie atcrwards ; lie said he bad
just passed a funeral lookbng much
more cheerful than I did. But our
major was rcwarded for bis quiet tas: e,
for during the ievec ai volunteer offi.
cers in London, an aid general, caver-
ed m th d(curatiotis, c.zrue up to inii,
and saii, 61 Allow ne ta say, sir, thiat
your uniforn is by far the mnost pcrfct
in thc room, even ta the gloves."

Our greatest rivais were the volun-
tecrs at the neighbGring tawn ai-
Not a hîtie confusion was cauised there,
as a commandbng officer cotuld not be
fotitd who would pîcase cverybody.
TUhis difficulty wvas soivcd by the for-
niation of six distinct regîments of anc
cerhplatny ecd, îith différent uniformis,
bands, and commande rs. l lie Gov-
crtiment wvas very kiuîd in those (iays ;
there weic no su -h things as valunteer

brigades. It was even said by some
enviaus person that at their first ni cet-
ing the chairman delivered a stirring
address, at the conclusion of which hie
requested "lail thase who wished to be
elected officers to leave the roani."
All left except three, and they elected
them ;elves.

Our first parade was quite a success,
though as our officers had flot yet
mastered the red book (who ever did ?)
the sergeant-instructor played rather
an important part. Neyer shall I for-
ger the look of outraged majesty an
the face of our adjutant, Captain
O'Regan, as fine an officer as ever
stepped (hie weigbed twenty stone),
when hie saw with a glance of the eye
down the line that o.ie man's tunic
was distinctly an inch longer than that
of any other rnember of our distin-
guished corps. It took sorne time for
the men ta shake down ta the unac-
customed restraint of discipline, and
wvoe to the man who was unfortunate
enough to rub bis nose on parade.
The adjutant wvas down on him ike a
IDaniel Lambert. What the

that man doing ?" Il Vhy, sir, if a
wasp stings your nase you rnustn't
raise your hand." A member said
afterwards he wished a wasp would
seule on the adjutant's nose, and then
perhaps lie would give the order IlPre-
pare ta receive wasps."

'Ne officers were ini high feather
when the chief presentedi us with our
swords, and many were the surmises
as to whethcr they were proof weapons,
or had only been made for the volun-
teers. I remember one day Lieutenant
Norton coming on parade with his
sword notched in half a dozen places,
like that of a Paladin of aid ; after-
wards 1 said to him, Il Vhy, Norton,
you don't mean ta say the French
have actually been over during the
night, and taken their licking ; your
sword looks a3 if yoti were going ta
pass it on ta the pioneers for a saw
back." "Oh.its ilright, old feliow,"
said lie, "lbut Ctptain Jontes and 1
have been cutting and guarding ta see
if the metal is good, and yau see it
has held."

Having passed thîrougli the rudi-
nients of drill, and reachecd the mys-
terie.ï of th-. bayoniet txercise, inuch
strergth of mind was necessary ta
survive the instructions of our ser-
geant. Having his squad drawn up
in line, and facing thern with his rifle
and bayonet, hie wauld deliver a vic-
ious point ta within an inch of your
waistbelt, and then urnpress his instruc-
tions upon you with the following
words, 1- Vhen you've got yer bayonet
firinly fixed in the bowl iu.f yer had-
v.rsary, give it a twvist to the left, aiiJ
it will render the wound incurable."
A nman who couid piss throu~h this
trying ardeal withiout a cold shiver
ruuning down his spîne wvas a hero
indeed.

'Then, too, there wvay the musketry
instruction, and here our sergeant was
in his elemient. He nad bis little joke
wlien teaching us recruits ta dlean our
riles. 0f coutrse, we used the old
Infield mnuzzle-loader, and trrmiove
the fauling ht was necessary to fil tce
barrel wi-lh atcr, and alow it ta run

out by the nipple. IlNow then, Bill
Stokes," Sergeant Blank would say,
"lyou've got yer water ail ready, andt
what would you pour it in with ?"
"Oh," said Bill Stokes). "la tin cati."
"Bedad thin sargent," says private

O'Grady, I d use me ould tay-part."
Some say one thing, and some say
anather, but we are ail wrang. Then
Sergeant Blank bas bis turn. "lW hy,"
hie says, Ilyau mâst pour it in with
care."

Talking af cleaning arms reminds
me of a tale told the other day by a
colonial valunteer. '1 he members af
bis corps had grown tired af the good
aid Snider, and had ordered out a
cansigniment of beautif ul newv Martini's
fresh froni a Governmeutt factory. The
ne~w weapons were ta the colonel as
the apple af bis cye and eýiery care
was ta be bcsta)wed upon themn. l'le
recuits, k-nowing no hir'g ai recoil,
were fiantic ta try thcm. There wvas
anc yaung fellow who was tilled with
a noble unselfish love of duty ; he
was the model private, and everybody
said be was tao goed for titis warid.

On the day aicer the new rifles hia'
been served out, hie came ta the ser-
geant-major, and expiained, with t.ears
in bis eyes, how lie bad sat up al[
night, after a bard day's 'vork, strug-
gling with bis new weapon, but al-
though hee bad used everything hie
could think of, hie could flot get quite
ait the rust off the birrel, and would
the sergear't-major lend him a file.
Tradition hath it that when the inter-
view was concluded, it was sten that
the youth's hair had turncd white in a
single hour. He had neyer hieard of
browning a barrel.

Our adjutant always impressed
upon us the great importance af
musketry efficicncy, and lie certainiy
handted a rifle weil hiniseif. His feel-
ings were dreadfully hurt sorn2 fine
after hie joined aur battalion, by an
order promulgated from the Hlorse
Guards, ta the effect that aIl volunteer
adjutants were ta go through a course
of musketry at Hythe, and take cer-
tain certificates. Now Captain
O'Regan had served with distinction
in the Crimea, and raged and furncd
over ths piece of red tapeismn. which
compe.led such a seasoned officer as
hirnself ta go back ta rudirnentary
drTs. The instructor at Hythe wvas
explaining some abstruse prob!em ini
trajectory. IlNow yau sec," said lie,
Ilthe bail will strike the target thre
feet from the centre if your rifle barrel
deviates fromn the stra;ght an eiglit
of an inch." IlThe aîghth of an inch,"
said O'lLcgan, «Iwhat do 1 care about
the oighth ai an inchi. Do you take
me fur a d-d tailor ?" 1-ow eer,
bis troubles wcr.- nat yet aver. Ile
was as proid ai bis spurs as a fighL-
ing cock, and on the order ta faîl ini
for preliminary practice, aniong others
up swaggere d-au- unfortunate friend.
" Captain O'Rcgan, sir," said the in-
structar, Il yau gat spurs on, sir,"

1«Yes, I arn an adjutant," replicd
O'Regan ignoring the fricndly hint.
"Very good, sir," then praceeding,
"As a front rank standing, prepare ta

load, load-rod-hiome-retu rit-cal).
As a front raik at 300 Yards, ready-


