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this " cancer field " -with tbat of. \'etherby, where tiiere are 110

floods and where the land is highi and dry andi principally limne-
stone. Promi this it is eviclent thlat the expianation. of the Picker-
ing niortality cannot be the floociing of the lanud or the deposit of
mud. The oui-v tliin g conon to the two »districts is the diet.
w'hich at Wý'etherby is gooci, being mieat ancd bacon twro or three
times a clay amongst the farming- ciass andi good living anîonCýst
thue wealthy resiclential. class, andi of course much meat, ieans
mutcli sait. Dr-. J. A. I-argreaves, the medical officer of heaith,
believes that the ipoorer classes are comiparatively exempt, and
that cancer is a disease of ciass. I-le is work<ing, at this point, as
illustrated by Lis owrn district.

Nothingr cau be clearer about cancer tha-,n tlue fact that its in-
cidence is con nected with cliet; and if our various pieces of know-
ledge bearing upon diet are comrpared it wvill be founci that the
oniy con stan tiy-p resent thing is sait. It does not matter wbat the
rest of the food rnay be, sait must be present, and in excess, con-
si(Iering the patieit's occui)ation andi mode of life. If sait is
absent, cancer is absent. Savages, aàs far as is known, ai-e ex-
emipt from cancer,"- aiîd they get no sait. Ail domestic anim-ais
except the pig are subject ta cancer, and sait is given to, sheep,
to cows, aiîd to boi-ses, but ileyer to pigs. Sarcomia lias been
known to occur lu the pig, iii the testis, but no true case of can-
cer. Pi-ofessor MeIFadlyean lias neyer met with a case. Wild

carivo-awith, of course, a pure meat diet, are exempt. N\o
autthenticated case lias ever been met with amongwst them.t 0f
course, tbey g-et no sait except in rare instances, as in thue case of
flic buffaloes' " sait licks." On the other baud, wrhen confined in
zoologicaï a-clens, they ai-e given sait and tbey becomie subject
to cancer. An African hippopotamnus lias recently died from
cancer at the Zoological Gardens in London, and sait had been
given ta it. I can lind no instance of truc cancer in any animal
wbich lias not had access to sait, but Mr. Roger Williams men-
tions tw~o cases of sarconia, onec iii a ployer and the other iu a
miarsupial. Sarcom-a, however, is a different disease to truc
caiicer. It nîiglit be stupposed tbat the rice-eating natives of
India would be exempt fronu tic disease, but tiîey are not. "Ail
natives of India arc keen on sait," writes Dr. Andrew Duncan. of
the School of Tropical Medicine. The rice-caters arc not quite
sticjt vegetarians, as they take fisli -when tlîcy can get it. Tliey
cat much food of the pea tribe -which. coutains muchi nitrogen.
Sailors may live for -weeks on sait junk and breathe-a sait-laden
atmiospliere, but it does thern no great harm- because conditions
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