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THE NEW " BRITISH PHAR-
MAOOPoeIA."o

The production af the LBriiisz
Pla>ncPoeia (revised, i 898) is

necessarily intercstîng ta ahl en-
gaged in prescribing or dispens-
ing, and there scem ta be good
reasons for hopingr that the new-%
volume, vhich lias lieen so long
anticip:ttvd, wiil shortly be in the
hiards of the profession, for it is nowv
in the hlands of the printer. 13efore
its pu")hication, it may perhaps bc
Woarth % <îi ta consider the scope
and 1-he- oblject oi the P/zarmlacopaiaz.
T Icse- ire authoritatively set forth in
the Medical Act ai 1858, which cam-
mitted the preparatian of the volume
te) the General Medical Council. It
is thiere enacted that the book shall
cantain a list af mcdiciries and com-
pounds, and the manner ai preparing
them, together with the truc weighits
and rn'asures by which thecy are ta
be prepared and rnixed. And in
addition a certain discretianary lati-
tude is pravided for in the clause
wvhich permits the introduction ai
such othecr matter and things relat-
ing thereto as the General Medical
Caunicil shall thinlc fit. In the pre-
face ta the Britisi PharinacopSoia of
1867, it is stated that the Council en-
deavaured ta include in it ail such
remedies as the existing, state of
medical practice scemed ta require
Tf) judge from previaus editions af
the volume, the Council desires ta
deal only %vith d.-ugs of established
reputation ; in other xvords, it pro-
poses only ta reflect current practice,
and ta establish a standard af purity
without assuming the task of instruct-
i ng.

Each editian ai the PharmnacopaSia
has, hîowever, advanced further from
the original limitations, and af late
years, although the Pzarmnacopoeia
cannas be said ta be a text-book for
medical students, it lias nevertheless
very materially influenced the educa-
tian ai the medical profession. Evert

in tic present day, aithourth aider
practitioners may oftcn bc hecard to
speak scortifully of the volume, sitîce
it does not tauch upon i-nan>',
of the newvest rernedies w~hich are
occasionally et-nployed, yet the
i nflue nce of the P-Iuczi-izacopoei*i
upon the younger generation .can
hardly be ov'er-estimated. It a-
fords flot only a standard for the
purity, of thc~ drugs and preparations,
but it also forni.3 the b-asis of the text-
books or mna/cria ni2 d(ica and thera-
petics, and it establishes the stand-
ard up to which students are educated
and examined.

The forthconming edition v< ii de-
serve very careful considleration, since
there have been frequent indications
in the reports of the I'harmacopceii.
Committee ta the Gener-al Medical
Council that a very great deal of care
lias been devoted ta the perfection G-f
the work. F-ram these reports ive
learnl that a large number of experts
i n chem istry, botany. pharmacology,
and practical pharinacy have lent
their aid ta a committee whichi was
already strong, bath nunierically and
individually. \Vhen sa many are
concerned in the production af the
volume, it may b'; rnticipated that
thaugh it may gain in precisian and
accuracy, it must necessarily lose in
individuality, and at best it becomes
a compromise agreed upon by the
rnajority.

Under suchi conditions, it is an]y ta
be expected that it %vill meet wvith a
certain amaunt of adverse criticism
from those wlîase recommen dations
have flot been accepted in their en-
tirety. Criticism af this nature is flot,
perhýaps, likely ta disturb the equani-
mity af thase who have been actively
engra«"ed Ll;.on the production of the
PharlacopSî .a, since although ta the
general reader sucli criticisms might
appear ta indicate points which have
been overloaked, yet ta the initiated
they may be only a restatement of
views that have been fuily discussed,
considered, and, for various reasans,
set a-,ide.
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