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it is refreslinig to ilote that the day of surgiecal fadis lias givenl

place to 1 )syehologieal isiiis, iii whieli, at any rate, less physical

harîni is donc. I coîifess to an excusable sense of pride when I think

whlat gynecology bias doiie for abdominal snirgcry, though I admit

frankly tliat the gerieral surgeons have jiist cauise for ouiplainit

because of tlic rapid extension of pelvie surgery to the abdomeni.

My conscience does not trouble me, for while I hold that every

gynecologist should be preparcd to dcal. intelligently with any

complication tbat lie may eneounter in the course of an ovari-

otomy or bystereetomîY, hie bias no riglit to dcliberately perform

an eperation upon thic gastro-initestinal tract wlîwhi lie lias ilot

donc nuiore tlîaîi a dozen times. Gyneicologists wvill lcarn in tirme to

respect tlie old savinig of AEsop, ''Let the cobbler stick to bis last.''

O11 the, otlier lîaiid, oir friends, the, gencral surgeons, arc, iuet

always at houme in flie pelvis Thisj is delicate grouint, but ''I

spcak that I do kniowv.' Ilow often have~ 1 seecu sueoessfmul. appen-

dctoinies fail to cure the patient bceaiuse the siirgeon wvas content

to remnove th(e oflenirig orî-a mu alonie, amid iid. not discover aeeom-

panyn-iig disease of the riglit tiilx, anti ovary ' !So firlv has this

been iunpresscd o11 my iinid that, even iii an acute case, 1 usually

explore the pelvis before searching for the, appendix.

Wc have quite cuough to do to perfect the arts of obstetries

andi gyneeology, bctween wvhic1î there cari be no legitiiuate divorce.

If thle nedicine of the future is to justify the dictum. tîjat ''pre-

vention is l)etter thain cure,'' even tliough our pockets suifer at the

expense of incrcascd scientifie knowledge, cvery practitioner wvli

attenids a case of labor mnust possess wlmat Tynidall called tîme

scientific imaigination. ''Fifty per cent. of mny incomie is f tr-

nîisled by the obstetrician,'' said Dr. Enniet to nue at tlîc

outset of nîy professional. career, and mwe stili couint on

the active co-operation of the accoucheur in that respect. It

oughit net to be se. Watch your obstetrie cases through-

out the entire period of gestation; know before labor begins whecn

to expeet tiystocia. I abhior ''îeddlesomc unmidwiferv'' as niucli as

diti the wise old Euiglishi masters of obstetries, andi have little

syn-upathy with. the advaniccd ( ?') soîmool, whio would prepare every

lying-iu reoin as if for a laparotomiy, and carry to an ordirmary

case of labor ail the parapliernalia neceessary for a Caesarian

section. Nature is a tricky jade, b)ut let us give lier a chance. I

doubt not that in large lying-in hospitals the latter operation and

pubiotomy have become undnily popular, to the exclusion of the

premature induction of labor and skilful marinai and instrumental

delivery. Granted that the neurotie womnen of this generation are


