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most 'absorbrng for faxth. Strange,
8 ,"t?mnoy of ‘those whom grac

tbreatemng spectre at one
s the {most passionate rmpulse of
otion -afterwards—'dear Mary.’

ited. Moore Joved the B. Virgimn as her mo-
] spoke ber in.the faith and confidence
iley bad not 'krown, for many a
Tong'year, a-mother’s affectionate solicitude, and
therefore, "peraaps, her : heart more ardently,
turned towards “the altar,; where Mary looked
down with eyes'so loving, and_hands ~outstretch-
ed.to guard her, She lookéd:and * looked, until |
her beart would fill and her eyes -ove "ﬂow—-and
she felt 1n the deptb of her being, that she’Was'in
the presence of God’s Mother, and surrounded
by a holiness all sublime.

Very much to be pitied are young ladies, who
aré more troubled, nfinitely, about the colour of
their, ¢ tie’ than about the altar of the Virgm
"VIary, and who talk of ¢spirituality’ as a thing
only just pot ¢absurd.’ Poor lhitle thiogs.—
They lengthen life’s road only to find it short
and . narrow ; they seek its pleasure where dis-
appclmhnent ‘palely sits- by the ashes of hope,
and they forget the sWeet smxle of Mary Poor
things !

Finher Mick ‘has- ]ust comé from “the chapel
in the height of good bumor. His white hair is
thrown back from his broad brow, and his hght
blug i €ye is beammg with benevolence. - One
band: is in’ kis capaclous waistcoat pocket, and
the_ other holds his silver spectacles by~ Lhe
‘ hnndle —a'huge breviary, with ever so many
nhbands, 1s‘tucked under lus arm.

Haviog eniered the pleasant little parlor, he
was about to -call ‘out, when he heard from the
oratory, sweetly and softly sung, by a voice
whlch touched his old heart like a melody of the
sky 1=

“ Yia duolcissima,
- ‘Bperenza m!ia,
: Salve purissima/
- Vergin Maria!”

 Hail, purest Yirgin,
Hope of my heart,

Qur life and our sweetness
Oh Msry, thou art.”

The-good man paused.

Over his mantel-piece there was a fine print of
the Immaculate Conception. He felt the - truth
of thi€ simple words—a long life and" bard labers
were a development of the: “declaration—

* Hope of my heart !”
The old prrest as he looked towars the Madonna
repeated :—
% Qur life and our sweetnees,
Oh Mary, thou artl”

and the memory of youth, and fresh manhood,
and college tunes, and gone companions, and the
zeal and hope of the yonog missionary, and death
beds, and opening graves rushed upon hum—ior
Mary, was present to bim 10 all his life, and her
name,gave animation to the dead past. Years
upen years were before him. Let us not feel
surprlsed if the old man’s eyes filled with tears—
the_tears were a, luxury..

¢ Thou art? e szid, and laid the great bre-
viary. upon the table. :

‘ Slgnorma,’ be called out.

¢ Well, sir,’ answered the voice which had al-
ready so deeply affected him.

¢ Signorina !’ agam. cried Father Mick.

¢ Ten mimules, sir,—five I’ answered the same
sweet_tone.

At this moment a girl, about fourteen, came
runoing up. .the walk in fronl of the priest’s
, dwelllug, it was early,—not more than eleven
o’clock in the forenoon. The youngster’s hair
fell over her face, almost blinding her, but by
the active exertion of ber bands, finging it back
at every step, she wus able to see her way. She
had, nevertheless, the handsomest pair of feet in
the. wor]d The priest saw her,

‘Why, then, Bud, said he, coming to the
door, ¢ who is runniog after you Colleen, where
are you going, eh ? Where are you running ?’

And be caught ¢ Bid’ by the two ears and
shook her, whie she reddened and laughed,
showing the circle of fair teeth, whiter than
peatls ioside ber handsome lips.

¢ O ghaw? she smd, *the quality Js eomlng
down, and 1 run afore ’em to tell you.’

¢What quality 7 you Banneen beg,—-what
qualrty,eh?’ ;

¢Och, sorrow a one o’ me knows, they come
up froti'the’ Jord’s but, faith, she’s very hand-
some, 80 she is)?

“Who,’ Bld—wbo, eh 7

¢ The young lady.)

¢Ho, ho I And where are they gomg? where
eh? -

¢ ‘They come to see Ai—Miss Ailey, and they
heaid she was down here ; and they said they’d
conie, ‘and' Master Regmald come ‘with ’em, and
T1io' down.? -

"Gbor.l Colleen Bld, g0 into Mrs. Maher,

apd® you “wilt ! get a- O, here they come,
trué enough.

At‘this moment - Cec:ly Tyrreil and ber bro-
ther'Frank entered the priest’s little green gate,
and Reginald Moore followed,

Cecily wore a’ ﬁding-habn the train of " which
she’ held in’ her hand ; 5 ‘she’ 'also wore a"bat and a
vell;'a’ dangerous compamon for poor Reginald
Moore was Cecily  Tyrrell.” * Ceelly’s brotaer;
with bis free, yet steady tread, approached; ke
was‘ia ‘the ordiniry mormng dress of a gentle-

man.**

he bad’this usual ‘calm, ’ self- possessed ‘manaer,
but looked to a close’ observer ever so” liitle ex-
cited.™ The ‘eye was' somewhat ‘righiter add-
there’was 8 lrttle more colour in the cheek than
‘was uﬂual"”' s
"jor’got‘lo ‘gay Frank Tyrrell had made a
_ seizife'a’short distance ‘ outside the ‘gate.” It'|
was a fine ﬁqe little girl, about six years old;=
Suefwés nea'tly'- “serupulously” neatly, dressed
‘her Tt Bar. iisimost ‘of 1he e hildren” of -,
.carra bave. = She
j.eheeks, andever.

igmall a’ mouth lnto ‘which

50

' 'trutll"'oompe s ie'to'say she hiad thrust ihe fore- i
o ﬁnger_'i of her rrght han Fi‘rgcnlf{hel:l hJer b_y the

. others H S g
N Mrss Tyrrell ' sard ‘Mbore; bowmg to Fatber

‘ed.

Regluald Moore’s hand. was 1n -2 shngy |

Ceclly, wnth her usua] earuest look,
and! lier. mét" ‘charming smrle, ‘you, may have
hieard that we—my brother ‘and’ ‘myselt—owe,
perbaps, our lives to Mr. “Moore, who risked bis
own to seize and" govern: a.horse whlch the day
hefore yesterday had run away with. us; = We
came to-day to return our grateful thanks to our
preserver ; and as Miss' Moore was said to be
here at.your house, we calculated upon your
good nature m resolving to visit you so early.’

good Ifather Quiolivan, ¢ walk o, -pray ; you’ll

of that. .
‘altar, anrl business at home done, thea the poor
little girls. I8h, Kathleen,” he said, turning to-
wards the child whom Frauk stift- held
are you about,’

¢ Come, now, say avam, said I‘rank ‘wbat
you said outside the gate.’
- ¢ What did you say, Katbleen ? said -Father
Quinlivap,

¢ Come, now,” said Frank Tyrrell, ¢ a silver
crown for it all, every word. We' met you,
said—?

¢ I was waiting for Ailey;) sad lhe child, turn-
Ing away her head.

* Then I said ¢ \What Ailey 7 and you said—’

¢ Qur own Arley, answered the child, halt
crying.

* And 1 asked you was she like this lady, and
you said—?"

¢ I'said,’ replied the little one, raistng "up her
head boldly, ¢ that she was never Like our Ailey,
and no one in the country was like her, and no
one 1n the world was like our own Ailey Moore,
only the blessed angels,’ said the child,:and by'a
‘desperate struggle she freed herself from Fraok,
and fit like an arrow along the walk, nnd
through the litfle gate. All |n51de, of course,
jomed -in Joud laugbter ; but there was a tear
upon Cecllys cheek when’ the merriment sub-
sided.’
By this ime Ailey Moore bad been apprized

be owoed that she would have been as well
pleased to bave been spared. Not that she was
indifferent, nor that she had any apprebension’
about her eostume—lor Axley was always ready
to be seen—but she [elt she knew not‘why, and
‘she scarcely koew what. Perpaps the prevail-
ing feeling was that’ the visitors did not belong
to her sphere, aud the visit was too murh of an
hoaor ; or might be conceived by some, and she
woutd not hurt any ove, as too’ great a conde-
scension.
" But she came, radlant as the morniog of young
sumnmer ; as the child said, beautiful as an angel,
and like one. The reﬁectron of  the altar was
upon ‘her finely moulded features; and as she
passed the door, Cecily felt a new feeling—such
a feeling as if one bebeld a creature of the other
world i tlis. " Ailey wore a white dress: at the
altar of Mary. She wore a plain blue ribbon
rouid her neck, and a small cameo, the dear
Mary, sull 1o her collar.
Cecily and Ailey were immediately acquaiat-
Cecily admired the transparent comeliness
of her (air and gentle comparion—the softpess
which yielded to every impressiov, but was con-
sistent to the end 3 aud Ailey saw the character
of a bold and - noble, thongh perbaps untramed,
sprrit in Miss Tyrrell, whied, by the force of
contrast, tnterested and engaged her,
¢ ] am delighted,’ said Miss Tyrrell, ¢ to know
you, Miss Moore, or will you allow me to call
you Auley, like the chitdren ? ¢ our own Ailey
Moore,’? she continued, 1 a subdued voice.—
¢ Weli,’ contioued Miss Tyrrell, agamn address-
ing Ailey, ‘1 would not exchange the inherit-
ance of fove which you seem to bave gathered,
were 1t mine, for a ducal coronet.’

Ailey smiled,

¢ You do not think me serious ?’

¢ Quite sv, I assure you.’

¢lam. Iseethe poor shrink from us, and I
often know thein to hate as. ~ They eavy us and
malign us; we do not know the -good in their
souls, and whatever bumanily we bave 1s hidden
from them, and not believed by them.

¢ Ceclly is right,’ said Frank ; ¢ every tie be-
tween the rich and poor s broken in Eagland.’

'+ A dangerous state of things,’ remarked Re-
gmald Moore, ¢ It has beeu the parent of many
troubles,’

¢ You never met anything ot thit kind, father,
said Ailey, lurning to the ciergyman.

¢ Never) said Fatler Mick. ¢ It can exist
only where the equalmng spirit of Chrrsuamty
has ceased to be felt?

¢ Aod how is that ‘this equalrzmg spirit is not
felt among us P asked Frank.

.There was a dead slence. Courfesy closed
the lips of tbe parties addressed. -

The soul of Ceely broke throuoh the boudage.
She saw with wonderful- power.

¢ The curse of pride.is upon us, and the greed
-of gold,’ she sain. -
but-she has no'sceptre to command. We listeu
‘to_ ber lessons,-but we follow our owa caprtce.
Every. individual 1s a church) -~ ¢
. ¢ And think you,’ asked- Atle_y, ‘geatly, ¢that
.Proyidence 1s the-author . of ‘a systemh which so
-separales you,and which-is no check- to- mdm-
dual vagdry'or ihardoess of heart. -
o+ ¢1: confess, cartssima,’  said Miss Tyrrell,
sthat I sometimes am sceplical ;

the—

e

" -*Dolce color d'oricntial Znﬁro,
. ‘The sweet colour of Eustern Su.phrre’ :
cnst over any system.
i 'l suppose Ailey could’ hnd you that, Mlss
Tyrrell 2 auswered Regmald .

i uTnaura dolee seuze muta 'neuto,
i The: ohaugeless aweetness of’ an ‘odotons air)

TEAfall évents, she seems to enjoy tt, remark-

ed Frank, , C R
A.rley smiled very sweetly, ©

¢ Yes,’ she. said, £ and when you, Miss. Tyrrell

compared the lov { the’ poor to a coronet,l
‘smuled; as I' though' Low " iusignificant “any such

7| see; 1 5

- #Pray, ‘walk in, my dear youn3 lady,’ said:

find Mrss . Moaore here, sure enough, rest certain |
The morning somewhere about- the |

¢ what'
_ I‘ather Quialivan,

anl you were peepng i at the gate, ‘and you

of the distinction which awaited her; and 1t must’

-| draw her eupphas from abroad.’

* Religion has lips to - teach;’

‘I cannot find

the—l see you bave got Dante oa lhe table-—-. The bad burvests of the lust. fow years:hnve addedto-

) the depressrou of the, prospemy in, Irelend whichi;

| manufaétates, except’ llnen, ‘have’ drmrnrshed. )

?llght in tl 'yes of - the “innocent’ whe ;
'|'you’come near lhem, and'to koow that the heart
of poverty grows warm when the poor see  your:
face—to love them-——and to see them hapPY -—
Ah! ’s a great enjoyment. . Vet sometimes
one meets hard cases euouoh. Isit not S0, fa-
ther 7

¢ Yes, child, but the worst are never bad to a
woman—their. superior ; who cares about them ?
I am sure not poor people. They are very
good and very “patient, and the poor heart is
very fresh 1n them, eh 7" iso’t it, Addey. A kind
murmur, and a good word, ‘1 dolci modie le
parole onesle,’ are a cheap ol'ferma, surely, ar’nt
they, to'make old peoplé confented and young.
peop'e good. Isn’t that so, Alley, eh ! sign-
oripa 7 ;

Miss Tyrrell looked aﬁ‘ecuouately at (he old

riest.

Ob,” said Moore, ‘no oné: resists the good
‘We had Bill Power not long
agn, who swore he would give Falber Qainlivan
his answer, if he came to him. So he, the
priest here, did go to sée him. ; He told him
that he knew his grandfatber—a fine old man of
the old times—and a good fathér, and told hum
what friends they were, man and boy.  And
then ke spoke of Bill’s mother, ‘and how the
neighbors loved her for her goodness, and how
well she had reared her hinle flock.” When he
spoke of Bill koeeling before bis mother to-pray,
and he himself there present, and Bill’s little
hands raised up and joined together, Bul bad sin-:
gular feelings, he says; ¢ and theo,’ as Bill tells
Lhe story, * T was kiled entirely, that " be never
scoulded me at all, but he cried down tears, so
be did, and they fell oo ‘my hands, @nd, oh gor !
my heart broke, and I fell. on my kuees.—
Arrah! manp, he’d convert a’ ﬁeld of drunLen
tinkers.”

¢ But, good father, we . detain’ you,’ sard Miss
Ty:rell, after & pause. * “ You may be obliged
to go "to this unhappy mquest and you, Mr.
Moore.’

¢ Inquest said Alley, who had heard nothmg
of the murdér,’

¢ Alas, have you not heard ™ and Miss
Tyreell brreﬂy related the story of the mght
before.

¢ The Lord have mercy on lnm P exclamed
Ailey. ‘

Reginald Moore looked agitated for a mo-
ment.

¢ Well, then, we must part, sweet Ailey,” said
Cecily, and she fung her arms around the
young girl’s neck, as if she hud known her
long. *1Ishali never forget you—I shall love
you !’ . ‘
' (To be Continued.)’

THE REPORTS OF THE IRISH TAXATIO‘I
COMMITTEE.

We are enabled " to lay before our readers what
they may accept as a full, faithfal, and convenient
abarract of the various reports whrch the members”
of the taxation committee have resolved to submit
to purliament, with o request for leave to resume
their labors next gession. Those reports have been.
prepared respectively by the able Chairman of the
Comuwittee, by Sir Stafford Northeote; Sir Frederick
W. Heygate, The O'Conor Don, and Mr, Longfield. -

The oraer of refereace preseribed iwo subjects for
congideration, the-first relaling more particularly to
the interval between the paseing of the Act of Union,
and the consolidation of the KExchequer of the two
couatries j the second to the subsequent interval,
that is from 1817 to the present time.

The Chairman’s report says :—

Great Britain bad, for her own purposes, encou-
raged agricaltore in Ireland, and, from the advan-
tage given to her over countries by the war and af-
terwnrds by the. corn laws, she prepared the chief
supply of food for the British markets, and, notwith-
standing occasional reverses, increased in wealth
and population up to the year 1846. [t may be con-
sidered that, at the period immediately preeeding
the year 1847, Ireland had reached the highvst poiot
of prosperity since the Union; at that period ber.
gross reveoua is stated to bave been £4,454,437, and
her population had reached £8,475, 139.  Her ngri-
cultural produce and stock foucd a ready market in
Liverpgol, and a large portion of wealth wa3a dif-
used among the middle and lower classes of farmers.
The Census Commiasjoners state that ope fourth of
the value of the live stock i Ireland, amounting to
d sum of 4,771,494l., was owned by those holding
tarms of less 'than five ncres. aand it hus been calcu-
lated that the exports of grain could not be less in.
value than from 4,000,000L. to 5,000,0001 annualiy
Buat in 1847it pleased Provtdence to inflict on Ire-
land one of the severest.judgments that has befallen
a nation, by the destruction of the staple food of the
people; rhe loss sustained by the potato crop in that
year was valned not less thaa  20,000.0001 nor was
the disease for some years greatly mitgated, aod
her capital continued to decrease, and, instead of
exporting food, Ireland kas since baen obliged to
In 1856 ihe corn
laws were repealed, and since then the value of corn
which Irelind bas yearly p"oduced has, from the
‘compelition of foreiga countries, become uarenumer-
ative, and instead of exportmg cerealg to the value
of 4,000,0001, she hus imported them to the amount
of 5,000 OOOI the payment for which must: be chiefly
raised from caprtu.l making a loss to the coun try of
9,000,0001, anaually, The effect of the depresged
slate of agricalure, consequent on' low prices, -
duced the proprietora to turn ‘their attention to etock,
farming, which can oply.be . successfully carried on

.this wise and beopevolent purpose.

in farms of considerable extent; but -the class of
small farmers were uoable ‘to hold ‘their land under ;
ihese altered circumstaaces. Emrgratwu was the |
conseqaence ; it bas. continued ever sioce; 8o that, ,
together with the numbers who perished by famine ;

-or disease io the year 1847 aud years following, the ! :
| population of Irefand hes been reduced from B 1475, | .
434 10 5,795,967 at’ the'date’ 6f the jnst cenaus in
1881, and the emigration atill continues. It WRY, ad:
serted that when the culture of buman food became
upprofiteble, the Irigh fairmer would ‘turnihié labor”
and capital with equal proht to.the | reariog: -of.stock ,

| the result has noi fully justified this. opinion,. while .

the ill effectaof this change on the’ lubourmg clnsses,
are obvious, 48 hag’ baenijiroved by thié evidénge of
nll the wiinesses examived before yout® committee’

seems to extend to all clapses and all mdnstry except . !
that of thé’linen mavufdciure. ’The’evrdence ‘of. the "
Regiatrar-General has shown:the dlminution’ of . Lvi;
ptock betwesn the-years: 1868 and 186210’ have:
amounted to £4,163,934 ; and the estimated .value‘of -
'the crops, |  which i in 1841 waa £50 000 ,000, ‘has fallen :
in 1851'to 43, 000 000! and to 35 000 0001 rn ‘1861,

nution in every other kind of- agrrculturnl Property’
since:1847, nor have apy;:0eW; magufdctures” arisen.
in lreland to compensnte -\hese, .losses..; The,: Teport:;
of the luapectors of Fs.ctones 8, shown that the

i

The'cbairman procaeds to"ingaire intg''the' ‘causes

and BAYE —

Ja

.of :the- retrogradation ;. which -he" believes:otcurréd, ' -have’ felléd off from 643, Amounting i to 379‘836! in”

“The pnblrc expendrture ot* oommen

‘surate -with the -amount: of irevenue raised in that.

country. An'annual draiz of about:-4;000, 000418

.drawn from her- resources, and the molmanons of

some, not to.speak of. the .obligation of “other 'pro-
prietors to live, wholly or partially, out of the, coun-
try, and spend abroad incomes derived from- Ireland,
adds to that exbaustive process which diminishes the
capital of Ireland, which, if expended 1n the country,
-would be produouve of further wealth. Absentee-

‘ism has been for ages recogaised as-ons of the causes
.of poverty, and the loss to the country in the annual

rents spent abroad has been vaciously estimated at
two und even as high as four millions, Local tax.
ation bas also increased in Ireland. The poor Law
was introduced in 1846, und the rates-have amonnted,

in years when Ireland was littls able to bear it;to-

the sum of above 2,000,000L, though- now fallen to
685,6471. mcludtng the medical charities, Frequent
addmous, wough-comparatively small in themselves,

have since been added to 1osal rates ; whileit appears:

by a return of Mr. Stevecs, obtained in 1849, thatin
England aonoal payments which resched in 1848 the
sum of 562,868l. bud been transferred from the coun-
1y rates 1 the Consolidated Fund, thus giving to
the ratepayers a reijef of: more thv.n three millions
and a balfin the period betiweén the years 1835 and
1848 ; while since 1809 there had been- an increase
of meny willions in the local rates of Ireland. This
relief-has beee continued and extended in Eogland,
and since 1853 even extended partianlly to Ireland.
It seems, therefure, that the taxation of I[reland is
heavier with respect to its' regources then it -was m
1846-7 ; it has since increased. by at least two mil-
lions yeerly. 'A return given ia the appendix shows
that, while in- Luglund the rate of taxation is 4s.
Oxd, in Iretand it is 6s. 3 1-4¢. paid on the similar
valuation, It bas been: already shown that while
the taxation of England increased. between the years
1801 and 1811 by 21 1.2 to 10, that of Ireland had
increased in the samo period as 23 to 10, snd in 24
years ending in 1811 to that of 46 3-4 <0 10

Finally, the chairman says: —

It bas beea argued that as Ireland has’ been for

_many years an integral part of the United Kingdom,.

her wants should be considered and tredted in hke
mancer as those of the counties of England,  Mr.
Seuior,however, has in his evidence fully disapproved
the soniidness of thia view, and shown the absurdity
of so treating & country divided from the other part
of kiugdom by the sea, Ireland is inferior in. ‘wealth,
aod the means of accumulating wealth, to’ Greet

Briwuin ; aod the same ratio of taxation applied to

bo:b eountnea must fall with far greater pressare on.
the puorer than the wealtbier community. Indiscri-
mloate tazation, therefore, for the two couatries,

AWhllL perbaps, theoretically fair and just, in reality

impoies a burden roinous, as has been the case in
Ire.nud, to the wealth and -progress of the weaker,
while it ia borne with comparative ease :by: the
weuslthier country. Aod, as the strength of the

‘whole is only egqual 1w the strength of the weaker

party of the body politic, the taxation imposed upon
Ireland, by diminishiog her resources, and prevent-
ing the aocumulauon of capital in that country, hus
rendered her less able to contribute to the strength
of Grest Britain, and thus weakens the power of the
United Iungdorn.

Sir Statford Northeote declares that it hag not, ia
bis opicidn, been shown to the committee that tbera
18 any tax now in operation in Ireland which ma-
terially interferes with * the development of ber in-
dusiry.”, "It 18 obeervable” he adds, “that the
amount of capital withdrawn by tazation has not
been matermlly larger in the four  years of 'disiress
thun ju the four precedlng years of compaiative
prospemy " The main point in Sir Stafford North-

cote’s report is thus put :—* [t appesars to your com-.

mittes that tke true lesson to be learnt from the
statements which bave been made as to the undue

‘pressure of taxation upon Ireland is, that it is im-~
 portant to make every effert for the reduction of*

imperial taxation generally” » The following alao
occurs in this document :—
It will be sufficiently obvious from the foregomg

remarks that your committee do not leok to an in-

_crease of public expenditure in Ireland a3 a desir-
On the contrary, while they admit-

able measure.
that such expenditure might give a factitious appear-
ance of prosperity lo particulur districts, they be-
lieve that, 83 it wouid 1avolve an addition to taxa.

tion, it would apon the whole do more harm than
good. In saying this they refer to unprodactive
expenditure incurred for the purpose of distributing
a large proportion of the public money in a particu-
lar quarter of the empire. As regards what may be
called reproductive expenditure, somewhat different
considerations apply. It may be desirable to ad-
vance public money to promote the improvement of
particular districts, in order to render those districts
ultimately more cupable of addiog to the national
wealth. A good deal haa already been doge in this
way for Ireland. Tu appears from a table in the ap-
pendix to this report, tbat betweea 1817 and 1863
asdvances to the amount of 13,959,1251. had been
made for public works Great Britain, ¢f which
sum 7,658,6021. principal, and 3,205,286l. interest,
bad been repaid. In the -same period, 29,292,867I.
had been advanced for public works 'in Ireland, of
which sum only 12,247,299.., principal ang :interest
together,.had been repmd These sums.are, a8 your
committee ucderstsnd, diatinet from ‘the grante that’
bave at-various times been made to' Ireland. 'Your

committee do not, however, see reason for objecting | o

to this expenditure. On- the contrary, they are .of
npinion thal any measures which can safely be tuken
for furthering such advancez will be desirable.

Toeir attention has beea called to the system upon’

which foans are now mads for the purposes of drain-
age, und to the further facilities, which are said to
be desired. Drainage; being the improvement, of
which [reland chiefly stapds in need your comm\t?
recommend this questron to the fu.vors.ble sons:der
tion of the government. -

Mr Longfield concludes thus -

. There was necessanly some. evrdeuce gureu, ia the
course of our examinution- of wrtnessea, a8 %0 the
best measures which the legislature coald adopt for
We mdy, per-
haps, advert to some ot these suggestiona ; — Greater
expeaditure in public, works, -such as naval dock-
yards ; increased fucilities for the improvement of
the land by the judicioua outlay of money advanced
on moderate terms by the: legislatare through the
medinm of the Board of Works ; and o ' remission of
some taxes;undualy pressing on 1te resources. All of
them have ‘had their advocates. -
can'only ledvs these suggeatlons, and the evidence
on which they are founded, to' be dealt with by tke
imperial legisdture in a apmt of -fairness and consi-
' deration.to & country whose advance has long been

retarded . by an -unwise spirit of legislation, and.
‘whose prospenty is g0 essential. to‘ the greatuess and

stabllny of the United Kiogdoas. "

. The repurt proposed. by Sic’FL-W. ‘Heéygate'is bnef-
er than: the others, and may be -given almost: eniire.
Nu altusivn whatever . oceurs to.the first .part ‘of.the
*grder of refercnce * After .Btating that Ireland

latively,’ -this report:continues.as-follows:—: " 1u |
- The low price of cereal produoe, :caused by- ebun-
“dant jmportution from couatries more fa.vorsbly Bi-

tuated, hab added ‘to“ihe dificuliies’of ‘the” ¢guntry,
-aid, bemg ‘lmost wholly - agricultaral, Ireldnd’has’
riot received: compengation from incrassed trade and’

manufactures; Your.committee do not: -recommend

"a'ny return  to protectlve duties .upon corn, nor;do

A The’ ugneultural Tetarns’ will further 8how "the"dimi- 7 they deprecats Lhe aiccesiion, and | property ‘taxalits.
preaeub miodéarate’ rate, although'both are “recent im:

! positions,';; They: are, however,:of opmron,'thnt it is

.of the;utmost importance; thatrevery aidiandiindace-.
the: xmprovement of t.he,

ment ghould be  .given,!!
land. lYour commrttee bay

......

1849, t0 138, amounting to 58,830}, in 1863-4, and

Your, commitiee

has béeume povrer and’ ber caprte.l ‘réduced, whilst
: ‘her taxation has incrénsed * Both absolutely and re-

Tup durmg the last ten
‘years-only:amounts to’ 385 4551. or an average of
38,6451, per annim  There have also been but 33
Toans gru.nted for laborers’ dwellings under the act,
While 80 :arge & part of Ircland remaing undrained,
.this résult would seem to indicate that the terms
upon which these loans are granted are too onerous,
snd might with advantage be modified, . Un the 1st
of March, 1834, the emount remuining un-issued
under the ubove acts wss only 1594331, The’ ‘atten-
tion of the committee has also been. called to the

“fact thet in Ireland various charges are paid-by local

taxation, which it England are iransferred, either .
wholly or in part, to the Oonsclidated Fuod. . - These
are, one half the galaries of medical officers ‘of dis-
pensary districts, of wotrkhouse school masters and
mistresses, cost of vaccluetron, also, a part of the -
cost of criminnl prosecutions and mainlesance of
pusouers in jails

The 0'Conor Donenters more largely into the
legal queatico, affirming that the paiional accounts
were nol kept oa the principle pointed out in the act
of union ; that no difference was made between the
lonns required for joint and those required for sepa-
rate purposes; that in the earlier years after the
union lreland paid more than ber required contribu-
tions, * tHough in the later years she puid Jess ;7 and
that smougst the charges set down a3 sepurate ex-
peuditure items appearsd which cught 10 belong to
joint account, * To what extent Ireland may have
suffered by these ivaccuracies,” the author addy,
& vour committce do not undertake to determine, as
befora the adogtion of a final report this subject may
undergo further examination.” QOf the second branck
of the subject The Q'Couor Non states his views -
with great fuloess and care. Tae committee endea-
vored to discover whether any, and, if ev what pecu-
linr circumstances exist in Ireland which justify an
exceptional rule of tuxation, and the evidence . they
bave received * tended to show a groat dimination in
the resources of the country,and the existence of great
want and privation smongst a large ciass of the popu~ -
lation.” In surport of this conclugion, the agricultural
returas for 1855 and 1863 are ctted the latler year
showing a total decrease in valoe of catle to the
¢xtent of 3'000,0001., ag compared with the former,
dud of 7,896, 708£ in value of grain. The accuracy
of those returns, however. it should be borne in mind'
‘bas been frequently called in queation ; the fact of &
Iarge decrease, av tbe same time, is indisputable. .-
‘Proceeding to comment upon this fact, The 0 Conor B
Donp adds:— -

After the years kuown as the fumine years, the-
-state of Ireland for some time slowly advanced in
prosperity, but subsequently it again retrograded. -
Bung essentially an ugricultural country, its pros-.
perity or otherwise is to & grent extent ‘dependent’
on the seasons, which of late years bave been very
favorable ; and, in addition to this, the low price of .
home- grown produced tended to rmpovensh the
farming classes. To these cauzes must, in a great
measure, be attributed the depressed condmon of the

-country, and the diminution of its resources; and -

your committee are far frum being of opinion 11kt itg
excessgive taxation is altogether, or even cbitflj, at-
tributable to its present backward state. They can-
‘not howerer, refrain from remarkiog, that whereas
the resources of Ireland have considerably fullen off,
1ts taxation, on the other band, has relatively, ebso-
lutely, and comparatively with Great Britaio, great-
ly increased ; and while they do not atiribute the -
poverty of tue country altogether to the Laxation,
vet they believe that that poverty ought rather to
have led to a diminution rather thnu an increase of
imperial burthens,

Afrer sugpestive paragraphs upon the pressure of
taxation, and especiully of direct taxation,. upon.
Irish ard Engllsh payers respectively, the same re- -
port continues in these terms : —

Various schames for the modification of the taza-
tion of Ireland were proposed to your committee,
The reduction of the spirit duties, the abolition of-
the prohibitory duty on the growth of tubucco, an
exemption from the income tax, the withdrawal of
incomes up to & certain amount from its operation,
have all been proposed by different witnesses: But -
ynur committee, reportiog’ the facts, wou'd ‘rather:
leave it to the wisdom of parlinmect.to decide what
course should be takes regardiug them. Any alter.
ation in the direct taxntion which would necessitate
8 differential customs- duties in the two countries '
could hardly be recommended, and, even if it seemed '
desirable, the difficulties in the way of ca.rrymg ont
would render it almost an impossibility. "Tkis arga-
wment would pot exist against an alteration in the
direct taxation.” Up to a late period Ireland wos
free from such, and ao difficalties arose from the ex-
emption ; but, on the other hand, your committee
are fully ellve to the fact that, in the first instance
at least, this descristion of tnx falls upon those best
able to bear it. One result, however, atténdant on
the peculmnty of the mode of levymg the income
tax in Ireland ought not to pass umnoticed. In that
country it is levied under echedule A, directly on
the iandlord-for & valuation and not on the rent re-
ceived, and the result of this frequently is, that the .
1ax is pmd on income before the income is recerved,
aud sometimes even ok a nominal income never' res
ceived at all. This is clearly an injustice, and stepa
ought to taken to remedy to it, 80 that, sz in Great .
Britain, the tax should not be levied. oo any income |
until that income had acluslly been received. .

The foregomg important argument is aucceeded by

reference to the expenditure for public purpoaes in
boih’ countries; and while “The 0'Oonor Don'is a8
‘anxions a3 Sir Stafford Northcote that money should.
only be laid out where its expenditure would be-for:.
the” general benefit of the nation, ho opportanely.
adds: —*“Eut should it appear that Ireland possesses .
all the capabilities for rendering this public'expendi-
ture equally beneficial and’equally useful to- the'em-"
pire at large, when laid out within her shores ag
when expended in Greay Britain, she would bave a -
strong claim for participation 1a it.” It is added :

State assistance towards tke’ cowpletion’ of - large .
arterial drainage works, auch s thosé of the Shan-
non and of other rivers, has been strongly recoms
mended, and more liberal terms in ‘the grantidg of - ;.
Joand for thorough drainage have also:been sug- - :
‘gested. It has been stated that the ‘inducement for; -
seeking these 10a0s might be very advnntegeously, .
increased, ‘as they do not’ geem o bave “been’ss "
Iargely sought after ag might bave beed ‘expected:~
Varions modifications in the terms ‘on which they: .
are granted bave been recimmended, and amongst:
them two in an especial muuner—-freedom “froi all’
charge on account of 1nterest and: principil during :
Ahe firat three or four “years after thé' camplétion of,, -
the draining works, &c.; the exteosion of the term of . -
repayment, At the optrou of the borrower, from 21 {o
40.vears. Your committee have thought it ught to,
report these suggestions; ag they belrevo that 0o ex-
penditare in [reldnd could be ' more’ begefizial - than”
‘that which would promote: works of publxc ut:lrty s
and land improvement, . . ’

With reference to the ooustabulary forco, and the -
argument founded on the fact that its Bupport ia.
charged on the publle faads in Ireland, The O'Conor _ .
Dou atgnes that, it not being” really &' ‘police’ force, o
this sort of reasoning does not applv - KRN

.Your ¢ommittes do not‘wish to- condemn thre or-'
gonrsauon, or to pass any judgment npon:it, ss'such:..:
would be outside their provinee;_but. .they.would -
‘merely remark that not being, as in England a force
appointed by local influeuce, subjact chiefly to".local
authority, aad * inaiatained’ for-local purposes;’bas. .
being on the other band:in: many points an -impeiial”..
force, employed in.imperial services, a. parauel canz:il
‘not be drawn between . the two countnel ,on, thragrﬂ
head, rior oo at fedst, the | greeter part “of the pay
ment for this force bo made'as’ a- set:of - ‘against the
Joesl charges placcd:.on. Iroland from iwhich Great’
Brrtatn is. relieved., ) I

, The' ganeral cono]ua.ons ol‘ thls report are at ted 1
‘i & Beries-of “paragraphs aummaming ‘the’ proﬂous
matters, among which the following occur: B

AT . v«x souiz

- That tbere are many peculiarities in the circam-



