.;ﬁavoidsble between Spzin  and the
United States; at another the clouds
‘meem to have cleared somewhstand &

. peaceful solution of the problem seems

‘possible. The recent message of Presi:
dent McKinley was dignified in every
way and was worthy the producion of
a genuine statesman, It was in atriking
contrast with some of the uncouth cor:
respondence which bas recently crossad
the Atlantic and which made the work
of American diplomatists the laughing
stock of their more polishea and
more experienced Xuropean brethren,
The scream of the XEagle has had
more effect on European diplomscy
than bave the speeches of the jingoes,
who clamor for war. It is in just
this particular of keeping s steady hand
on the helm, notwithatanding the polit-
ical pressure brought to besr on him,
which stamps President McKinley as a
greater man than he has hitherto been
regarded. The question of the disaster
to the Maine is really of only secondary
importance. The pivotal point isthe
Caban agitation and the desire o
either seean independent atate made of
the Queen of thej Antilles or have her
annexed to the great republic,

In his mensage to Congreas, regarding
the report of the Court of Enquiry, the
President was exceedingly moderate
and conciliatory. In December last,
when he sent another messige to Con
gress and referred to the Cuban queation,
he was mnch more surefooted snd em-
phatic. It could bave been taken in
the light of an intimation to Spain, if
not of an ultimatum. He aaid:—

““The near future will demonstrate
whetber the indispensable condition of
a rvighteous peace, just alike to the
Cubans and to Spain, as well as equit-
able to all our interests so intimately
involved in the welfare of Cuba, is like
1y tobe attained. It not, the exigency
of furtherand other action by the United
States will remain 1o be taken. When
that time comes, that action will be
fietermined in ithe line of indiaputable
right and duty. It will be faced with-
out misgiving or hesitancy.” In refer-
ring to the action likely to be taken, be
discards the idea of annexation by force.
“] apeak not of fcrcible annexationm,
for that cannot be thought of. That by
our code of morality would be criminal
aggression.”

It is strong lapguage to use—“It will
be 1aced without misgiving or hesitancy.”
It seems evident from those words that
the Prenident at the time had full confi-
dence that the whole trouble could
be settled diplomatically and that the
presumably good cffices of the United
States would be willingly accepted by
Spain. The haughty Castilian pride,
however, saw things in a different light ;
and even with the added complication
of the Maine incident, there at present
seemns Lo immediate reason to believe
that Spain will deviate from the course
marked out for her. 1t is this stubborn-
ess on Spein’s part which makes Presi-
kent McKinley thoroughly realize how
clome his nation is Lo the horrors of war.
He was & brave soldier himself, and
being & soldier he is loth to plwnge his
pecple into s whixlpool of blood and ruin.

Nu one doubts that in the long run
the United States would thoronghly de
feat Spain. There might be what is
called “glory” and alarge war indemnity
attached, but would that balance the
orphaned homes, the battered cities, not
to epeak of the tremendous financial and
commercial losaes 1"

Prasident McKinley does not want
war, and he is holding uul for peace.
This can easily be seen by contrasting
the extract from his Drcemuer m-esage
with the one réad on Monday last, In
this message, the negotiatious between
the United States and Spain for a re-
sumption of the friendly visits of war-
ships are fiest dealt with. Then foilows
{n de.ail an account of ti:e v sit of the
Maine to Havana ; ber cordial reception
by the Spanish officinle, and her subse-
quent destruction cn  the night of
February 15. The President then refers
to at length snd favorably comments
uwpon the assistance rendered by the
neighboring vessela in the harbor, espe-
cially by the boats of ibe Spanish
cruisers, to the wounded, and the
tributes of grief and sympatby offered
from all oflicials gusrtered on the
island. The effect of the disastexr npon
the pecple of the United States is
touched upon, snd the President extols
the gelf conirol of the nation and
the determination expressed on all
sides to await material proof be-
fore formipg =& judgment as to
the caute, the responeibility, the facts
warranted and the remedy due. ‘This
course,’ the President says, *necessarily
recommended itself from the outset to
the executive, for only in the light of &
dispessionately ascertained  certainty
could it determine the nature and mea-
sure of its full duty in the mutter.” Lhe
appuintment of the Nuval Court, its man

" ner of procedure apd iis findings are

then referred to at considerable lergth,
.10 comments being made.

- The mesaage concludes as followa:—I
have directed  ibht the [indiogs of the
Court of Enquiry. and.ibe views of this
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t of Heér - Majeety, the
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Government
to the Gov
Queen Regent, abi

theSpanish'nation will dictate n course
of action suggeeted by honor and ‘friend:
1y relations of the two govexoments. It
will be the duty of the executive to
advise the Congress of the result, and in,
the meantime deliberate consideration
is invoked.?

Nothing could be calmer, more digni-
fied or peace-making than the above, It
only remains now to see whether Con-
gress will force the President’s hands.

The report of the Court of Enquiry was
another specimen example of calm
deliberation, in which every precauntion
was taken not to give offence to Spain.
In fact during the whole report Spain
and the Spaniards are not even mention-
ed, and the closing clause of thereport
would make it very difficult for even the
most blase jingo to find a casus belli-
Following is the report of the Court of
Enquiry, read in both branches of Cun-
greas on Monday :

After full and mature consideration of:
the teatimony before it, the Court finds
as follows :

(1.) That the United States battle ship
Maine arrived in the harbor of Havans,
Cuba, on Jan. 25, 1898, and waa taken to
buoy No. 4, in from five and a hslf to
six fathoms of water, by the regular
government pilot. The United States
Coneul at Havapra had notified the
suthorities at that place the previcus
evening of the intended arrival of the
Maine,

(2) The state of discipline on board
the Maine was excellent; and all orders
and regulations in regard to the care
and safety of the ship were strictly car
ried ont. All ammunition was stowed
in accordance with the prescribed in-
structions, and proper care was taken
whenever ammunition was handled.
Nothing waa stowed in any one of the
magazines or shell rooms which was not
permitted to be stowed there. The
magazines and sbell rooma were always
locked after haviog been opened, and
after the destruction of the Maine the
keys were found in their proper place in
the captain’s cabin; everything had
been reported secure at sight p.m. The
temperature of the magazines and shell
rooms was taken daily and reporied.
The only magazine which had an undue
amouni of heat was the after ten-inch
magazine, and that did not explode at
the time the Maine was destroyed. The
two after beilers of the ship were in use
at the time of the disaster to the ship,
but for auxiliary purposes only, with a
comparatively low pressure of steam,
and being tendcd by a reliable walch.
The boilers could not cause the explos:
ion of the ship. The four forward
boilers have since been found by the
divers, and are in a fair condition. On
the night of the destruction of the
Maine everything had been reperied se-
cure fur the night at eight p.m., by re-
liable peraons, through the proper au.
thorities, to the commanding officer. At
the time the Maine was deatroyed the
ahip was quiet, and therefore least
liable to accident baused by movements
from thoee on board.

(3) The destruction of the Maine cc-
curred at 9.40 p.m. on February 13, 1898,
in the harbor of Havana, Cuba, she at
the same time being moored to the
same buoy to which she had been taken
upon her arrival, There were two ex-
piosions, of & distinctly different char-
acter, with & very ebort but distinct in-
terval between tbem, and the forward
part of the sbip was listed to a marked
degree al the time of the liret explosion.
The first explosion was in the nature of
a report like that of a gun; while the
mecond explosion was more Open, pro-
longed and of great volume. This sec-
ond explosion was, in the opinion of the
court, caused by the partial explosion
of twa or more forward magazines of the
Maine,

CONDITIOX OF THE WRECK.

{1). The condition braring upon_this,
being principally obtained from divess,
di not enable the court ir: form a dehi-
nite conclusion as tc the conditioh of
the wreek, aitbough it wax cetablished
that the after part of thie ship was prac
tically irtact and sank in that condition
a very few minutes after the destruction
of the forward part. The following facts
in regard to the forward part of the ship
are, bowever, established by the testi
mony : That portion of the port side
of the protective deck which extends
from about frame thirty to about {rame
forty one was blown up aft and over to
port. The main deck about frame
thirty {o frame forty-one waa blown up
alt and slight)y over to starboard, fold-
ing the forward part of the middle
superstructure over and on top of the
afier part, This wan, in the opinion of
the court, caused by the partial «xplosion
of Lo br more of the forward magazines
of the Maine.

(5) At frame seventeen the outer shell
of the ship from s point eleven and a
balf feet from the middle line of the
ship and six feet above the keel when in
its normal position, has been forced up
50 a8 to e now about four feet above the
suriace of the water, therelore about
thirty four feet above where it would
be had the ship sunk uninjured. 'The
outside bottom plating is bent into
& reversed V-shape, the alter wing of
which, about fiiteen feet broad and
thirtyfeet inlengtli{irom frameseventeen
to frame twenty-five) is dhubled back
upon itself against the continuation of
the same plating extending forward.
At frame eigbleen the vertical keel is
broken int> tro, and the Nat keel bent
into en angle gimilar to the aungle form.
ed by the outside bottom plating. This
break is now about six feet below the
aurface of the wafer, and about thirty
feet above its normal position. Iathe
opinion of the court this effect could
have been produced only by tne explos’
ion of a mine situated uuder the boltom
of the ship at about irame eighteen and

(6) The court finds that the loss.of the
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gressmen and senators, ramping in ex-

states that the independence of Cuba

utie bide GF tiie other.

somewhst on the port side of the ship.

GLOVES, NECEKEWEAR,

BASTER SUNDAY.

Easter Sunday has become by universal custom the day upon
which the Men of Fashion mark the advent of Spring by donning
their NEW SPRING CLOTHING.
your Spring Suit yet; it is time now, if you want one made to
order. Give the Cutters and Tailors all the time you can, it costs
you no more and is more satisfactory.

We are doing well in our Custom Tailoring Department. We
have a nice selection of Worateds, Tweeds, Serges, Fine Suitings,
Spiow Overconiinge, Trouseringe, ete. We would be pleased to
take your measure and order for a Sait or Overcoat (all Over
coatinga sre Waterproofed), and we'll guarantee that youw’ll present
the appearance of a refined gentleman cn Exster Sunday.

Our prices are very reasonable for first class work. Money
refunded cheerfvlly if gouds are not satisfactory.

SHIRTS, COLLARS, Latest Nowelties.
HATS, BOOTS, Etc.
' ALL UP-TO-DATE

INSPECTION INVITED.

NEW SUIT

You may not have ordered

TP~ s i -

MEN’S OUTFITTER.

665 Craig Street,

2299 St. Catherine Street.

Maine on the occasion named was not
in any reapect due to the faull or negli-
gence on the part of any of the cflicers
and members of the crew of said vessel.

(7} In the opinjon of the ccurt the
Maine was destroyed by the explosion of
a submarine mine, which caused the
partial explosion of two or more of her
regular magszines,

(8) The court has been unable to ob-
tain evidence ftixing the responsibility
for the destruction of the Maine upon
ANY PErson or persons.

{Signed)
W. T. SaxpsoN.
Captain US.N., President.
Marix, Lieut.Commander U, S. N,
Judge Advoente.
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Then the final stage came, when con

uberant outbursts and decisrations ol
war, forced the President to show his
hand. The uliimatum, wnicn plainly

was lecersiry to the preservation of
pesce, was enuivalent to a declaration
of war, or an ignominious Gackd wn o)
A week ago 1t
woulid have been im pessible to imagine

that Spain  wonll entsraain for a
momtent such a proposition. A+ the
present writing the Spanish Cabiict are
busy helding meeting-, snd Ge:. Wood-

ford has heen informed that the prop-
ositions made by Prasident MeKinley

are under eongideration,  Toe vory Laet

of congidering such a demana as com

plete indeps ndence indicates tiyut Spain
gees the danger of ber situition. Sae
appreciates tie ahsolote errtninty of
ultimate defent after s more nr lens pro

longed struggle, in the beginning of
which she would undoubtedly e sble
{0 parraas sime of the American sea

ports and considerably bhamper com

merce. But in the end she would be de-
feated. would los: Cuba and would likely
have & big war indemnity to pay, not to
speak of what might bappen in the fyr
Tast. Under these circnmstances per
baps it is better that the Spaniai Govern

ment should atep down srom ils pedistal
and accept as lurge & purchase price a8
it is posmble to get for ihe last remaln:
ing tesritory in & bemisphere that was
once all her own,

Sl et | ermiar valne §8 70

We have G difierent patterns
cyunlly asgood whiobh we Wil rhour
ont at §4.95 each,

© Npeecinl valnes In all linex a!
Farnitare lor the balance of tkiy
month, ]

We will store your pnrohases

free til1l wanted. ’
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ADVERTISEEMENT,

New Black Dress Goods

A complete assortment in stoek
of all the Latest Novelties!

BLACK ALL WONOL MODIRE, from $ie,

NEW BLACK CREPONS, in Plain, Stripes and
Fuuey Desicos.

NEW DLACK SILK CHECKEDGRENADINE,
Finest Quulily  As:orted Patterns,

FEW BLACK MOITAIR GRENADINE.
NEW BLACK ALL-WOOL PUPLIN.

NEW BLACK ALI-WOOL MOIRE VELDURS.
NBEW BLACK BROCHE MOHAIR LUSTRE,

Fineat Quadity.

NEW  BLACK ALI-WOGL MATALASSE
CTOTI. v °E
AEW  BLACK ALL-WNOL  FAST DYE
SERES.

SEW BLAUCK ALL-WOOL  FAST DYE
CHEVIOTS

NEW BLACK ALL-WOOL ITENRIETTA.
NEW BLACK SILK and WOOLPARAMATTAL
NEW BLACK ALL-WoOL EUDORA CLOTH,
NEW BLACK CREPE ¢L TH

NEW BLACK LADIES' CLOTIH.

NEW BLAUK OTTOMAN CLOTH

NEW LLA' K MOLIAIR LUSTRE.

NEW DLACK MGiIAIR SICKLIAN.

"BLACK DRESS PATTERNS.

A choiee solection £ Noveltiagin Dress Patterns,
all the latestctivets to seleet from. * NO TWU
ALIKE.”

EASTER SOUVENIRS !

EASTER NECKWEAR!
LASTER GLOVES?
EASTER YEILINGS !
de.. A

JiHs MURFHY &2 GO
9348 8t, Catherine 81,

CORNER OF METCALFE STREET,

TELEPIHIIONE No, 3823,
Terms: CASH,
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THE LONDON BUDGET.

hathand of a eireet gamin. At St
James Palace, at the guard ount, the
batd played Irish aira. and a brilliant
crowd aitended the Trizh industrial sale
at Tanedowre House  The list of
inciuded almaoat all the
royal § mily., ladies Lansdowne,
Waterford, Dnflrrin, Blandford sand
Fingall were nmong the indefntigable
saleswrmens, Many of the stull holders
WGIEe greet.

)
Negotintions in the Far East.

What the omeome of the negotiations
in the Fer East will be ncboey dare
prophess just yet. The Government, in
it utternnees by reepm gible ministers,
‘has-beldly declared thuy British rights

will be defended even 1n the caee pf war,

Notre Dame Street.

Montreal’s Greatest Store,

April 2, 1898,

Out of town customers can shop
they only care 10 use the advantage of

‘best money’s worth.

shopping by mail ia.

other hemispheres, that show
markets of the world,

NEW SILKS.

_At 55¢ a yard, New Striped Silk on
light, medium and dark grounds, with
bright colored stripes interwoven. This
silk is specially adapted for Ladies’
Shirt Waiasts or Summer Costumes, 53¢
a yard.

At $100 a yard. New Striped Silks in
variegated colors, richly blended, un-
doubtedly fascinating. These silka are
considered the right thing to have one
ortwosbirt waists of, and are very cheap
at the price quoted, $1.00 & yard.

THE R, CARSLEY CO,, Limited.

XEW WASH GOODs,

It's impossible to give a word picture
oi the many beautifu! things it’s 1ntend

ed to cffer on Mondny. Lock atthese two.
At 1lc a yard., New Waehing Prints,
30 inches wide. White, Navy, Brown,
Gold, Grey, Black, Pink, Garnet and
Green gronnds, brocaded tigures, hair
linea, claecks, etc, 1lc & yard,

At 12ic a yard. * New Bicycle Cloth,’
for Cycling Costumea. Strictly wash
fabric. 30 inches wide, in Cxlord Grey,
Drab, Beige, ete. For a light and dura-
ble costume thexe's none better and the
price is 121¢ a yard.

THE S. CARSLEY CO,, Limited.

SPRING MILLINERY.

On Monday there will bea magnificent
showing of New Spring Millinery. A
glimpse of coming styles, a gathering ol
the latest concuts direct from Paris.
(Augmented by hundreds from our own
workroomas.) Executed by the akilled
fingers of the French artiste.

1763 to 1783 Notre Dame St,

very easily by majl if

our ‘

They get the benefit of the best buying experience, and the ‘&
=

No matter where you live youshould know this store.
people mre learning every day how simple and ec?mon%gﬁ

If you can’t come in person, write for anything vou {

: want, §3
or eend a letter for samples and ;nformalion. ylt’s l.ig buuinests’ \l
of our mail order department to attend to such. ~

"Spring'Dress Goods and Silks.

For Spring everything that represents the comin

: : € g siyles tbat herald .
proach of spring, that give you some idea of the glories that are ua.nucemtlggtaipn
you The Big Store is intouch with the most advanceq

iSbopping by Mailks

mai] order system.

SPRING DRESS GOODS,

At 6ica vard. New Bhot Effect Dree
Goods in small and peat paiterns, on
cbangeable foundation, very atylish
gocds. 67¢ & yard,

At B5c a yard. New Checked Materia)
for Costumes. Fancy Stripe forming
check of small shepherd’s plaid design
8ic a yard. -

At $1.1) a yard. New Checked Grena-
dines in silk and wool material. Vipy
rich eflect for spring costumes, in lead-
ing shades apecial price, $1.15 a yard.

TILE S, CARELEY CO., Limited,

NE\V CAPES,

Noveltiea in Ladies’ Capes that fcrm s
connecting link between Daris a..
Carsley’s.

Ladies’ Box Cloth Capes, alashed coligy
and pleated back, trimmed mohair tuis
and rows of stitching. 5 00.

Ladigs’ Black Silk Velvet Capre, lina!
colored'silk, trimmed lace, rithon und
jet. $14 50,

Ladies’ Black Cape Cloth, appligue un
Moire Velour founaations, apangled wiis
handsome jets and trimmed ribbuon nud
lace, lined with black silk, $29 Q0.

““THE S. CARSLEY €O Limited™

LINEN TOWELS.

Housekeepers would do well to take
this hint and buy towels for future use,
They are grand value.

Huckabrck Linen Towels, gocd ang
heavy, 14 by 24 inches, 4c each. | ulb.:

Huckaback: Linen Towels, strong au..
heavy make, 15 by 30 inches, uc eacl.

MAIL ORDERS CAREFULLY FILLED.

The 8. UﬂRSL.EY 0., Limited.

184 to 194 Bt. Jamesn St., Montreal.
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ARGAINS

In Second-hand Piancs.

[ STEINWAY,

| NORDHEIMER,

ALL IN FIRST-CLASS CONBDITION.
LASY TERMS OF IPAYMNENT.

D. W. KARN & Co.,

Karn Hall Building, St. Catherine Street.
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4 KARNS,

| EVANS BROS,

CHEAP FOR CASIT. ORR ON
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ALPHONSE VALIQUETTE & €CO.'S
GERAND

\STER MILLINERY OPENING

Great An Bon Muarche,

[ "
Opposite the Balmoral Block.

RBNACD, KING & PATIERSON,

- 6B2 GraigStreet.

Subscquent events, however, have gone

‘night. Enqaire of P. McGOVERN..

a

Meesrs. A, V. & On. respectfully anncunce to their many (riends
in gen. ral that their Grand Easter Millinery Opening is complete. _
recriving from Paris, London and New York artists their very Iatest creations in
headwear. Such as the following fashions are now in stock :—

La Tosca, Camita, Mosella, Veraailles, Marsella. Duchess,
May, Vietoria, Cors,-Daisy, Norn, Branasone,
Prouville, Lnfayette, Fannette, Galatea, Favorite,
well a8 & full stock of ¥lowers, Feathers, Roman Ribbone, Chiffons, etc.

i Qur prices are the lowest for fashicn and quality.
1883 and 1885 Notre Da

16-OWNER WANTED for & snm of mo

Vularie, Leona,
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and the public
We are daily

Directaire, _Bnnpir;
Olivia, Mischiel,
Exquisite. Saratoga, etc., i
.. A call solicited at the ‘

mé;.Street,
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