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THE PREMIERSHIP,

Since last Friday every person in Can-
ads has learred the news that Sir John
Abbott, ex-Premier of Canada, has been
suqceeded in that important office by
the Minister of Justice, Sir John Thomp-
son. Few are the Canadians who have
not read, during the past year, of the
many ohjections, raised in certain quar
ters, to the premiership of this country
falling to the lot of Sir John Thompson.
All these small efforts of narrow minds
are forgotten in the grand fact that Can-
ada has for a first minister a man who is
the peer of any statesman alive and head
and shoulders over every other one in
this country. Inthe hearty manner with

. which the leading or:ans of public opin-
ion greeted his advent to the helm of
state, we recognize a true palriotic and
honestly Canadian spirit. The meaner
ideas springing from religious animosi-
ties are at once relegated to perpetual
oblivion.

There is reason for congratulations on
all sides. We must firstly congratulate
Sir John Thompson, himeelf, upon the
exceptional honor that has been con-
ferred upon him, and wish him years of
strength and energy tocarry on the on-
erous duties of the lofty state to which
the will of the Cabnadian people has
reised him. Then ‘we turn to congratu-
late the Canadian people, irrespective of
creed, race or politics, upon having to-
day at the head of the country’s federal
government, & man of such lofty char-
acter, such pure reputation, such grand
aims, such transcendent talenis and
auch solid principles. We congratulate
our coreligionisis upon the honors
which have been showered upon one of
our Faith, and which—as rays from = con-
vex mirrgr—reflect on all sides upon his
fellow-Catholice. We congratulate our
Protestant fellow-countrvmen upon the
high spirit of patriotic liberality which
they have manifested, aud the entire
absence of those smaller and narrower
prejudices,, which our enlightened age is
fast dispelling.

Sir John Thompson has been chosen
Prime Minister of Canada, not because
ke happens to be & Catholic, or a Nova
Scotian, but because he is pre-sminent-
Iy the most able man in all the Domin-
ion, as a lawyer, a siatesman, a parlia-
mentarian, a debater, and a national
representative. His creed and his na-
tionality no moreaflected thie ghoice thar
did the color ot his hair or the number
of pounds he weighs. He has been

- chosen by the people of Canada, and that
_people he will represent and govern
. without any distinction except that
;v,v‘whioh springs from honest worth and
:':rea.l‘merit. The petty remarks of a few
v-jgryﬂgdqxant people, abou!. Sir John be-
'Ui)pg.’g Jesuit and so o, leave no more im.
- pression upon the minds of serious and
‘really’ educated ‘men than does the

shadow of & ¢loud upon the surface of a
lake. The truth is that the person who
makes use of thaname of one of the Cath-
olic religious bodies in order to apply it
to.a layman, is to be pittied for hiscrass
ignorance or else to be contemned for
for his presumption in using language
that is meaningless. There is no public
man on earth that’can escape the shafts
of envy or the arrows of political oppo-
nents ; but they are few whoee armor of
integrity—political as well as private—
can betterbear the brunt, than can that
of Sir John Thompson. To look squarly
and impartially at his public career no
one, of those who were loudest in their
cries against him, can point to a single
act that could—by any possible con-
struction—be twisted into an evidence of
unfairness, much less injustice. Place any
man you willin Sir Jobn Thompson’s
position, at any given moment during
hia parliamentary career at Ottawa, and
we defy that man to be more impartial,
more free from religious or other preju-
dices.

But, after all the matter is settled ;
SirJohn Thompson is Premier of Canada.
He bas a golden opportunity ; he holds
tne destinies of the country in his hands;
his position is frought with difficulties,
and weighty responsibilities hang over
hie shoulders. He will require time to
formulate his plans, a fair chance to put
them into execution and an honest and
unselfish support in his efforts to cope
with all the questions and measures that
-hall demand his attention. Like the
Lady of Branksome to Scoti’s * Last
Minstrel,” let Canada bud, “ Give him
heart and give him time,” and it re-
quires no prophet to foretell that before
very long, by word, deed, and policy,
Sir John will confound all who mistrust
him and will crush forever.—by gener-

ous _and liberal acts—the spirit of bigo-
try in the Dominion.
Y —

THAT PROVINCIAL TAX.

Great indignation is felt to-day over
the fact that the citizens are called upon,
by the Local Government, to pay a tax
that seems a real burden, and that, it is
claimed, is necessary in order to save
the Province from the awful debt that
the extravagance of the late Govern-
ment caused to be heaped up. While
we feel that it is a hardship to be obliged
to pay this portion of the debt so incur-
red, still we cannot but remark that it is
a lesson for the electors that they would
do well to take to heart. 1t should teach
those who have a {ranchise and who are
indifferent as to how they use it, or for
whom they exercise i, that sooner or
later their every mistake will come
home to them—to their own pockets.

When the Mercier party was running
everything with a high hand, and stear-
ing the provincial canoe as straight as
an arrow into the rappids and rocks of
financial destruction, our electors stood
upon the shore and laughed with glee to
sce that crew shoot down stream and
cheered them on with their votes and
support. Little did they seem to reck
what the consequences might be. “Mer-
cier is a clever fellow ;” “they’re the peo-
ple’s men down Ain  Quebec ;” “there is
some life in this government.”" Such
were their expressions, and they voted
on, regardless of what their misrepre-
senting representatives were doing. To-
day they have to pay for all that; and
they may be grateful that a change of
government took place when it did, or
tbey would find their properties mort-
gaged as well as taxed.

It is a lesson that should teach the
electors that the sending of men to re-
present “them in Quebec or in the City
Council is no child’s play; that a man's
Jballot is the weapon given by the cons.i-

tution to ‘defend his: own interests and

his friends : that to vote for the one with
most cheek, blarney, fair speeches, and
bail-fellow-well-met methods of securing
election is not voting for their own in-
terests nor their own security. Let the
warning be taken, and if at that price,
the electors are taught to awaken from
lethargy, and to take a lively and honest
interest in the business of representa-
tion, the experience will be cheaply
purchased.

CONTRACT BY TENDER.

They have a peculiar way of doing
things at the City Hall; already, in
these columns, have we pointed out
some of the methods of our civic fathers
—notably in the case of the Electric
Railway contract and the change of
valuation. Electricity seems to set them
mad, for in the case of the Electric Light
Company’s renewal of contract they have
aguin run a-muck. However, it is appar-
ently useless to protest; the press may
fire away, important Commercial and
Trade bodies may resolve and agree to
condemn, still the City Council goes on
keeping “the even tenor of its way,”
undisturbed by the noise of popular in-
dignation. But every action in life, no
matter how slight it may be, has its day
of reckoning ; and, even in this world,
civic authorities are always brought to
time in the long run.

Here are two letters, one from the
Central Trades and Labor Council, the
other from the Counci! of the Board of
Trade. Coming from such influential
sources, and especially the latter one
these communications bear a strong sig-
pnificance. It would be well for the City
fathers to weigh well their actions, to
study seriously the consequences, before
giving out contracts in, this unfair and
very suspicious manner. By general
tender—open and fair competition—alone
should contracts of such major import-
ance be awarded.

Thus speak the members of the Cen-
tral Trades and Labor Council :—

it Miontreal, Nevember 23.

To the Maynr and Aldermon of th» City of Montreal :

Gentlemen, - “ In compliance with Lhs d:sire of the
Centrat Triaes and Lub r Couunci, the representative
bidy of the taxp.yers of the city, I h-rewith euclose
capy of renlutlon unan'mousty vdoptrd by them at
their v gular meeting held on Thursday, 17th inst.:

“Reso veo,~That this Central frades and Labor
Councll, lu session assembled, cmphat cally vrotes.
aualDst The Tene onl of the contract ror the l:ghting of
th» city hy elertri: ity w to tha Royal Electric Compeny
wlithout Airet calling for tenders for tho 8amo; As futh
an undertaktug won @ ba detrimental to the best In-
terests of the taxpayers of this city; and that a o™p
of this resolution be seut to the Cl.y Councli.” -

1 rematn, “ir,
Yours reapectrully.
P.J.Byan,

gec. C. T, and L. C-

* This is followed by a still stronger pro-
test in the form of a letter from the

Board of Trsde. It is very emphatic:
Montresl, November 3 ird, ' 892.

 To the Mayor and Oouncil ¢f the ity of Montreal :

Gentlemen.—~The Counct] of the Board of Trade de-
sires to respectiully sta'e that it has observed wlh
w-uch co -cern, from reports in the dally press, thut
there i8 & pro -’ [ty thuf your honorable bidy 18 sbout
to depart from the well estiblished an2 pr psr rule that
no coutract shall be grantsd nutil pudlic wndors bave
benu called for. In the iutsrests of the citizens wener-
ully, aud especlallv representing 1the couvmerelal ela-
ment of tne city, the counch earnastiy prates:s agaioet
any auch poesible departure, believing tbat ng circum-
at.ngas cwn warrant the granting of an loportant con-
tract un:il public competiion has been invited, anil the
bast pJesibio torms 0. which the needs0i ¢ ¢ city can
bs suopli-d have h3en ascertalved.

The coun 1l feels that itwunld fall in its duty to the
{mportan! constftuoncy i represnnts did it not enter {ta
prutest egal :at any such possiblo act:on In the most
fo. mal and expiolt mauner. it recognizes thut {f on
fres aud open competition previous vontractors who
have perfor=-ed th:ir contracts in & satisfastory manner
offer t-rm+ as favorable as ot ers, then It {s bu: fair
that they shouid receive the renéwal af am given con-
tract but tne obvivnaly just and praper principle for
which the council vontends 8, »a stated ahove, that
under no clr umelances lhnuld’ coutraots bo awarded
until tenders have been called for.

Iam vent cmen,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. HADWILL,
Seoretary.”

Surely these expressions should suffice
to open the eyes of those worthy and
disinterested representatives of the peo-
ple. We trust there exists notigent with
Whom the sine qua non is deposited on
condition of its being returped should
the majority vote against the applicant
for a contract. It is so with regard to
promotions and positions in other coun-
tries, and in other cases. We hope our
immaculate aldermen have no such es-
tablishment whereat their votest al® de-
cided by the amounts deposited. It

would be a shame. The only way to

disarm even & suspicion, and (like Cesax’s
wife) aldermen should be ‘‘above sus-
picion”—is to have all contracts open to
public tender. Otherwise our system
would be somewhat on the very illogical
and self-condemning principle that the
Chief of Police seems to adopt or advo--
cate, namely, that because other cities
and large éentres in Europe or America
are notoriously criminal, therefore Monts
real should not be expected to improve
in its morality. The existence of licensed

the authorities here—if not to encourage;
at least, not to aitempt to check its
ravages, But we repeat the history-
proven axiom: “Every act (and omis-
sion) has its day of reckoning.”

A SCHOOL MENAOCED.

This is a peculiar title for an article: it,
however, suits the case in point. Inthe
natural course of our editorials upon
school matters we spoke, last week, of an
institution that highly deserves all the
praise we could possibly bestow upon it.
It 8o happened that in eommencing our
list of institutions we very natumally be-
2an with the one nearest home—-St.
Patrick’s Young Ladies’ Academy. Since
our article appeared one of the leading
educationalists in Canada told us that he
believed we did not say even all that
could be told of the benefits derived
from that institution, of its splendid sys-
tem, and its adaptation to the wants of
the district in which it flourishes. We
were pleased to find our views corrobora-
ted by such an authority. But, very
strange to say, we all unwittingly struck
another nail on the head.

Since last week we bave learned, with
deep regret, that a movement is on foot
that menaces the future prospects and
the very existence of that admirable in-
gtitution. We regret it the more since we
found out the source of that danger.
Here we are abont to step upon very de-
licate ground; but our duty towards
those of our co-religionists and fellow-
countrymen in the centre of the city,

doing we do not wish to be understood as
interfering in the affuirs or prospects of
any person, persons or body of persons.
It appears that a very wealthy order of
nuns has contemplated purchasing—and
has already taken steps towards the con-
summation of that purpose—some four
acres of land in the heart of the city.
The properly extends from St. Catherine
gtreet to Dorchiesterstreet. It is behind the
Jesuit grounds and reaches to oppositethe
St. Patrick’s Presbytery. From a window
in the southern end of a building, upon
that land, you could look into the win-
dow of St. Patrick’s Academy upon St.
Alexander street.

Now, no person disputes the right of
the community in question purchasing
just whatever property they please; but
we do question the delicacy, not o say,
Christian spirit, of invading the territory
of a long established institution and by
sheer force of money crowding out those
who bave labored so successfully for
years in building up the establishment
that gave education to the parish in the
days of its struggles. Yet, this is the
mesning of the movement. You msy
bedge it around as you please with ex-
cuses, pleas, circumlocution and argu-
ments: there it stands in its unvarnished
reality, the cold fact that the very pur-
chase of that ground is a standing men-
ace to the existence of the institution

| now flourisBing within a stone’s throw of

it. Supposse they did not build upon the
property,still they would be in a position

‘were not for s boarding-school, or

)

day-school, ab any shour they e

vice elsewhere is a sufficient reasbn for *

oblige usto speak out most frankly. Inso

to do so just when it suited them : sup- -
pose_ the building they might erect -
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