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THE PREMIERSIP. his pariamentary career at Ottawa, and
we defy that man to be more impartial,

Since last Friday every person in Can. ore free from religious or other preju-
ada bas learred the news that Sir John dices.
Abbott, ex-Premier of Canada, bas been But, after ail the matter is settled;
succeeded in that important office by SirJohn Thompsonis Premier ofCanada.
thé Minister of Justice, Sir John Thomp- He bas a golden opportunity; lie hbolds
son. Few are the Canadians wbo have tne deatinies of the country in his bands;
net read, during the past year, of the his position is frought witn difficulties,
many objections, raised in certain quar- and weighty responsibilities hang over
ters, to the premiership of this country his shoulders. He will require time to
falling to the lot of Sir John Thompson. formulate bis plans, a fair chance to put
Ail these small efforts of narrow minds them into execution and an honest ant
are fçrgotten m ithe grand fact that Can- unselfiah support lu bis efforts to cope
ada has for a first minister a man who is with aIl the questions and measures that
the peer of any statesman alive and head -hall demand bis attention. Like the
sud shoulders over every other one in Lady of Branksome to Scott's "Last
this country. le the bearty manner with Minstrel," let Canada bu',, "Give him
which the leading or.ans of public opin- heart and give him time," and it re-
ion greeted bis advent to the helm of quires no prophet to foretell that before
state, we recognize a true pitriotic and very long, by word, deed, and policy,
honestly Canadian spirit. The meaner Sir John will confound aU who mistrust
ideas springing from religious animosi- him and will crush forever.-by gener-
ties are at once relegated to perpetual ousand liberal sots-the spirit of bigo-
oblivion. try i the Dominion.

There is reason for congratulations on
ail sides. We rnuet firstly congratulate THAT PROVINCIAL TAX.
Sir John Thompson, himelfi, upon the Great indignation is felt to-day over
exceptional honor that bas been con- the fact thatthecitizens are called upon,
ferred uîpon him, and wish him years o hy the Local Government, to pay a tax
strength and energy to carry on the on- that seema a real burden, and that, it is
erous duties of the lofty state to which claimed, is necessary in order to save
the will of the Canadian people has the Province from the awful debt that
raised bim. Then -we turn to congratu- the extravagance of the late Govern-
late the Canadian people, irrespective of ment caused to be heaped up. While
creed, race or poltics, upon having to- we feel that it is a hardship to be obliged
day at Lte head of the country's federal to pay this portion of the debt so incur-
government, a man of such lofty char- red, still we cannot but remark that it is
acter, such pure reputation, such grand a lesson for the electors that they would
aima, such transcendent talents and do well to take to heart. It should teach
such solid principles. We congratulate those who have a franchise and who are
our co-religionists upon the honora indifferent as to how they use it, or for
which have been showe'red upon one of whom they exercise it, that sooner or
ourFaith,and which-as raysfromacon- later their every miistake will conte
vez mirrr-reflect on ail sides upon his home to thein-to their own puckets. ,
fellow-Catbolics. We congratulate our When the Mercier party was running
Protestant fellow-countrymen upon the everything with a high hand, and stear-
high spirit of patiotic liberality which ing the provincial canoe as straight as
tbey have manifested, and the entire an arrow into the rappids and rocks of!
absence of those smaller and narrower financial destruction, our electors stood'
prejudices,which our enlightened age is upon the shore and laughed with glee to
fast dispelling. see that crew shoot down streani and

Sir John Thompson has been chosen cheered them on with their votes and
Prime Minister of Canada, not because support. Little did they seem to reck
he happens to be a Catholic, or a Nova what the consequences might be. "Mer-
Scotian, but because he is pre-eminent- cier is a clever felow ;" "they're the peo-
ly the most able man in al the Domin- ple's men down 4e Quebec;" "Ilthere is
ion, as a lawyer, a siatesman, a parlia- some life in this governnent." Such
mentarian, a debater, .and a national were their expressions, and they voted
representative. Mis creed and bis na- on, regardless of what their nisrepre- i
tionality no more affected tie ghoice that senting representatives were doing. To-d
did the color of his hair or the number day they bave to pay for ail that; andr
of pounds he weighs. He las been they may be grateful that a change of
choesen by thepeople of Canada, and that government took place when it did, or c
Meaple he will represent and govern, tbey would find their properties mort- f
wIghout any distinction except that gaged as well as taxed. i
which springs fromt honest worth and It is a lesson that should teach the i
reil merit. The petty remarks of a few electors that the sending of men to re- t
verytgnorant people, about Sir John be- present thern in Quebec or in the Uity i
ing a Jesuit and se on, leave no more im- Council is no child's play; that a man's t
prësin upon the minds of serious and ballot is the weapon given by the consai c

rely' educated men than des the tutian to defend bis own interests andi

his friends: that to vote for the one with
mosL cheek, blarney, fair speeches, sud
hail-fellow-well-met metbods eof securing
election is not voting for their own in-
terests nor their own security. Lot the
warning be taken, and if at that price,
te electors are taught to awaken trom

lethargy, and to Lake a lively and bonest
interest in the business of representa-
tion, the experience will be cheaply
purchased.

CONTRACT BY TENDER.

They have a pêcu1iar way of doing
things at the City Hall; already, in
these columna, bave we pointed out
some of the methods of our civic fathers
-notably in the case of the Electric
Railway contract and the change of
valuation. Electricity seems to set them
nîad, for in the case of the Electric Light
Company's renewal of contract they have
again run a-muck. However, it is appar-
ently useless to protest ; the press may
fire away, important Commercial and
Trade bodies may resolve and agree to
condemn, still the City Council goes on
keeping "the even tenor of its way,"
undisturbed by the noise of popular in-
dignation. But every action in life, no
matter how slight it may be, bas its day
of reckoning; aud, even in this world,
civic authorities ire always brought to
time in the long run.

Here are two letters, one from the
Central Trades and Labor Council, the
other from the Council of the Board of
Trade. Coming fromn such influential
sources, and especially the latter one
these communications bear a strong sig-
nificance. It would be well for the City
fathers to weigh well their actions, to
study seriorsly the consequences, before
giving out contracte in, this unfair and
very suspicious manner. By general
tender-open and fair conmpetition-alone
sbould contracts of such major import-
ance be awarded.

Thus speak the members of the Cen-
tral Trales and Labar Council:-

"lMontreal, Nevember 23.
Toti Mayor a"d Aldermren aieth ,('aty cf ontreai t

Gentlemen, -Il J n comptace awitb 1h>5'sire or the
Centrai Tt4oesed aidtLob ro('nuai, the repro.entsdtivî,
b idy Of the tnp .Yerà n! nie unty, i h. ce. ith enclose

c"p ç of rs nit ln un en m o ney dop ",d by them ay
their r. guis' meeting brld nu'hureday, 111h tact.!

"BRene.vea,-Tbt rIbis Central lrades snd tabOr
CouTicilt. session sseatlrd, emphistcagr otai.
amainpt 'bie tend ae!o! tbhe centraît otr tbei;gbtlaOf
th., Clty hy elertrï.I upw nth@%b"Royai leoir-o Company
without irte fcinic'or tenders for theae; asthe

n uidertkt g wa be deits vmeretaIDbteboat Inc
teretscf the taxp)aers of tsrvty;anS hat a r2py
or Ibisresontlote mantte , the City Counior":

reremun tir,
Touer respectfely e

P. J. IIAN,
a" Sec. . T. s d L. C.

. Tis is followed by a sil stronger pro
test in the fart aifa letter tram tite
Board ai Trde. IL is very emphatic:

r ontreal, Nover. ber 2 it, '892.
<'To ie M ayor s "anuncil fre Victof itlntr'aln:

Gentlenen.-.e Conii.'! Or the Baud of Taite de-
aires taereepectiuii sse chatit Les Observe wtîhi
"iuc° cue cr, roin reportsutrate dsaly prdes, tiet
tuere teassirnssitty tityufl'houoratltbidi sinabouti
to pr tmthe wei est .bsed ano*Pr pr rae thyt
noc ctaibe renteseontt public tende-ave
benp clle for.lust teetrsts ofe cgtisens ner-

wIhy, smd especiaiv r reeet n;c ho i ne o relai e o -
nt o? tes ity, the coanci earnedtLy sho3t ul5 d trait

ath ajr pcisible departure. beisvig athenpicani-
ft.oai cntwarrant tue iralur o? ail Imprtat co-
tract un sl public campeition bas been in viter an te
bestpaseibe terme cwhch e n hedeo p t e cityeaur
ba ulae aldermnh hauen ashertaieed.

lits cona t!eret at itwhntdir oInltes Su tethe
Impotan bcntinency Iorprnets diSI oetenter ils
wrutest sp et amy sh . possible actionla athe mnst
foi mal suad explicit manîtier. it reCCIOyIZelltbat lit on
f rie send open cempr.titlonL previcîts cointractors wbc,
bave perferrýed 1h, jr contracte in a satlefaciarv mattner
ofter -rmq sfavorable as eto.t mtu nille but fair
taï tbs hod reciteathe renéwai eoransolRie.l-cou-

tract bat tit obvtunas'y mat anSdprmper princlpies for
whlch the cenanci rentendo l ta tated above, titat

unSer ne dir uenuessait îd' @(l conitracte ha awerded
outil ttnders have bauina itSfor.

1cam tent emen,
Tour obeilent servant,

Secretary."1

Suroly these expressions sbould suflice
to open tic eyes ai thase wortity and
lisinterested reprascutatives cf tho peo-
ple. We trust thoere oxists nMxgontwith
Iitaion the sine qua -non la dopositod on
condition ai iLs boiug returned shanid
tho najarity vote againat te applicant,
for a contract. IL lasa with Togard te'
promotions aud positions ienetter canet-
tries, and lenater cases. Wo 'hope aur
mmaculatc aldermen bave no suit os-
tabliaitment witoroat their voteS sa% de-
dided by thte amauints depoeiboed. IL

disarm even a suspicion, and (like Coear's
wife) aldermen should be "above sus-
pioion"-ia to bave ail contracta open to
public tender. Otherwise our system
would be somewhat on the very illogical
and self-condemning principle that the
Chief of Police seems to adopt or advo-
ste, namely, that because other cities

and large centres in Europe or America
are notoriously crirminal, therefore Montj
real should not be expected to improve
in its morality. Theexistenceof licensed
vice elsewhere is a sufficient reashn for"
the authorities here-if not to encouragej
at least, not to attempt to check its
ravages. But we repeat the history-
proven axiom: 'Every act (and omis-
sion) has itsday of reckoning."

A SHOOL MENAOED.

This is a peculiar title for an article: it,
however, suits the case in point. In the
natural course of our editorials upon
school matters we spoke, last week, of an
institution that higbly deserves all the
praise we could possibly bestow upon it.
IL sohappened that in commencing our
list of institutions we very naturally be-
gan with tbe one nearest home-St.
Patrick'sYoung Ladies' Academy. Since
our article appeared one of the leading
educationalist in Canada told us that he
believed we did not say even all that
could be told of the benefits derived
from that institution, of its splendid sys-
tem, and its adaptation to the wants of
the district in which it flourishes. We
were pleased to find our views corrobora-
ted by such an authority. But, very
strange to say, we al] unwittingly struck
another nail on the head.

Since lat week we bave learned, with
deep regret, that a movement is on foot
that menaces the future prospects and
the very existence of that admirable in-
stitution. We regret it the more since we
found out the source of that danger.
lere we are about to stop upon very de-

licate ground ; but our duty towards
those of Our co-religionists and fellow-
countrymen in the centre of the city,
oblige us to speak out most frankly. In so
doing we do not wish to be understood as
interfering in the affaira or prospects c«
any person, peràons or body of persons&
It appears that a very wealthy order of
nuns bas contemplated purchasing-and
bas already taken steps towards the con-
summation of that purpose-some four
acres of land in the heart of the city.
The property extends from St. Catherine
street toDorchester street. IL is behind the
Jesuit grounds and reaches to opposite the
St. Patrick's Presbytery. From a window
in the southern endo a abuilding, upon
that land, you could look into the win-
dow of St. Patrick's Acadeny upon St.
Alexander street.

Now, no person disputes the right of
the community in question purchasing
just whatever property they please; but,
we do question the delicacy, not to say,
Christian spirit, of invading the territnry
of a long established institution and by
sheer force of money crowding out those
who bave labored so successfully for
years in building up the establishment
that gave education to the parisb in the
days of its struggles. Yet, this is the
meaning of the movement. You may
hedge it around as yon please with ex-
cuses, pieu, circumlnocution and argu-
ments.: there it stands in its unvarnisbed
reality,Lhe cold fict that Lhe very pur-
chue of that ground is a standing men-
ace to the existence of the institution
now flouristing within a stone's throw of
it. Suppose they did not build upon the
property,still they would be in a position
to do so just when it suited them : sup-
pose the building they might erect
were not for a boarding-school, or
day-school, at g 6hour they could


