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‘Jhile som workmen wete receutly employed in
scavsting part of the _Oathedral Church of St,
;i'cﬁolab‘, Galway, one,of them fouad embeded in
she soil 8t considetabledepth, & massivesignet ring
of solid Bilver. - A Maltese cross is engraved upon
¥ and it also, bears o device, the charactérs form-
; ., which are partially obliterated, but which, sub-
pitted to- microscopical inspection’ by Professors
Yaguire, Darcy, and Thompson, of the Queen's Col-
,.,gt-’ were ascertained to be Latin, and as follows :
_t Orare, adorare, laborare.’ It is said by those
compeetnt to form an opinion on the subject, that
it must bave been 80 episcopal ring ; and consider-
ing that the Cathedral of St. Nicholas became =
Protestent institution in the year 1551, the assump-
-tion is that the ring belonged toa dignitary of the
Cathollc Church, who officiated there prior to that
date. The ring, which: weighs 15 dwts, is now

in the posscssion of Mr. J oseph Reppingham,

Yoptosr Ripon 1y Irgpann.—Mr, Mitchell Henry
Hfglgvxizing to tha Dubln Daly Erpress with

wewiaid
veferenco

“to.reward some - scientific works nod writ-

to the appointment of the sccond judge
iz tee Lunded Estates Court, suggests the following
jmportant changes in the Irish judical system :—
Tirst to institate & Winter Assizes for crimiaal
business as in England, as it is wrong that prisoners
should be gept awaiting their trial, perkaps in
prison, for several months. 20d. To enable the
jndges of the superior courts to transfer causes from
one court to mnother, so 88 not to have the
spectacle of overwork on the onc hand, and nothing
doing on the other, 3td. To reduce the number of
Chairmen of counties, debar them from private
practice aud give them jurisdiction like the County
Lourt judges in England. 4th. Not to appointa
vesident magistrate witbout a qualifying legal ex-
amination, and probation in ons of the police courts
in Dublin or other Jarge city. Lastly. To reduce
the amount of legal patronage in the bands of the
Government. This clear and concise statement of
requirements and changes, however, it may recom-
inend iteelf to impartial judgment would, we fear,
meet little favour in an English House of Commons
whose interest it is to enslave and trample on Ire-
land, through the present machinary which answers
{mperial purposes so edmirably., But Mr. Henry
bas done good servics in calling public attention to
the question, and opening the eyes of the poople to
the fact that the present judical system is maintain-
«d only as & means of promoting the interests of
political corsuption.— United Iriskman.

Thoe following snles were made in the Landed
BBstates Court, Dublin, on the 19th ult.:-—Estute of
Catherine Keane, now Catherine Donagan, widow,
and others, owners and petitioners, and in the mat-
ter of John Hopkins and James Fitzgerald and
.others, owners, and the Partition Act, 1868. Lot 1
—Part of the townland of Derry Rosepark, House
Division, Parngrave, Rockdurragh, and Crossford,
held in fec, containing 179a. Or. 24p.; net yearly
zent, £147 4s 1d ; Government valuation, £86, Sold
at £4,000 to Mr. Thomas Boland. Lot 2—Lurga or
Lurgan, held in fee, contniniog 2268, 1r. 25p.; net
yeariy rent, £180 1s 6d ; Government valuation,
£92 10s. Soid at £4,500 to Mr. Forrest. Lut 3—
Premises in Barrack street and Bridge street, Gort,
Jeld for lives renewable for ever, containing 1r, 27}

erclies; net yearly rent, £49 38 1d; Government
valuation, £47 108, Sold at £825 to Mr. Thomas
Ryan in trust, Lot4-—Premises in Gort street, now
Market square, Gort, held for lives renewable for
over, containing 1r. 3084p.: net yearly rent, £16 Gs;
Government valustion, £19.. Sold at £365 to Mr.
J.J. McNamara. Lot 5—Prémises in Bridge street,
Gort, held for lives rencwable for ever, countaining
1r. 22}p. ; net annual rend, £43 78 7d ; Government
valnation, £64 105, Sold at £800 to Mr, P. H.
Skeban. The following sale took place on the 26th
ult. :—Estate of Margaret Evory Hyndman and
others,owners ; The snid Margaret Evory and Ma-
tilda H. Hyndman, petitioners. Lot 1—The lands
of Cormackstown, containing -1,000a. Or. 32p., In
the harony of Eliogarty, subject to the perpetual fee
farm rent of £322 0s. 8d, payable half-yearly, held
in foe farm nnd producing a vet rental of £451 163
6d. Sold at £7,150 to Mr. C, U. Townsend, in trust
for owners. Lot 2—The lands of Ballvonesn, con-
taining 1858, Ir. 27p., held in fee, sod producing o
yoaily rent of £88 3s. 4d. Sold at £1,625 to Mr, T.
Fitzgeruld, of Iillenaule. .

Ax TImtsnm Crrer  SECRETARY EXCITISG ORANGE
Bieorsy.—Sir Michact Hicks Beach, the Irigh Chief
Secretary, bas been indulging -in high-flying: and
fiery oratory in the congenial atmosphere gl‘ Belfast
and before o select society of the most rabid Ulster
Orangemen, ‘There can be podonbt at all as to
his purpose in going there. His words explain his
object. Nolionality has grown a power In I reland
too great for the convenienceof English parties, and
the Irish rupresentative of the gover_nment is spe-
cially deputed to excite the indignation of Orange-
ism, ond evoke the scarcely slumbering spirit of
‘bigoted rancour in the north. A more infamous
polioy was never pursued, even In the worst days
of ascendancy. Had the Chief Secretary called om

-the Orangemen to arm, and be roady when called

.on he could not have more effectuslly fostered the
spirit of intolerance.. Tho. question which the
English people should but will notask is, whether it
is one of the functions appertaining to the office of
Irish Chicef Secretary to -create discord and sow
party sirife between different classes of Her Mujesty’s
subjevts in Ireland. Nothing of the kind has been

"dons. The Liberal and Tory combination against
Ireland is exprossed in the concurience of the press
.of all shades, in the infumous policy suggested by the
Chief Secrstary. 3o far as the Itish people are cun-

" cerned, it is justas well they should be told thus
openly what they ore to expect. They now know
the intentions of both government aud opposition
and to be forewarned s to be forearmed. .

Lorp Ixcmiquiy ANp- TN CLARE M AQISTRATES.—
The following correspondepco has been published :
' « Dromoland, Newmarket-on-Fergus,

. ) # Nov.'16,1875. ~: . "

# Dgar Tonp Doxnarss— As: it is evident that
10y speech in the House of Lords on the Perce Pre-
gervation Act Lus beengreatly misinterpreted, 1
trust that you will allow" methrough you to say

- ‘that it was never my intention 'to..charge the ma-
gisteates of Clare with cowardice,~-Yours very.truly,

‘ R : v @ INOHIQUIN.”
Cnstle, Newmarket-on-F
C7rT . uNov.18,1876. - -
uDgan InoHiquis—I sm glad to have received
- -your letter of *the 16th, referring to your-speechin,
this ‘House of Lords on the Peaco Preservation Act,

. ahd I am sure ‘yoir explavation’ will give much
- patisfagtion to  the “Clire magistrates.—Believe me
to beyouts very-sincérely;i: - - DUNmOYNR? |
7 Om (e 24th ult;'a farmer’ named 'Graham, died

“ Knoppogue 'e‘xfgl‘ls‘,v

 atBiliyfdme, o place” about five'miles from Mary- i orig of 8 house | ins -been difceted to.a paragraph in your paper
By D O ous. to. biv’ deati’| whoe  stufe. need “niot b8 for ber', specified, | the 320d (et houded ¢Thio Waimwrigliy Trial, and
S ed Bis fari, &0, aliom, | and during the procesé he ¢éallad for aglass of watdr | purporting.to bé, giipplied by yout London'corres,
‘resident in, Mauntm } in | and was druggéd,and robbed, ) Thiat was Bobinson's | pondeiit, in: which teferance-is made to"Palmer, the
£1i6 Brbthersy Biohanan nd, Pai fane, and Hissis: | story, but ayaftériard  appeared, h had ot heard | Righy. poisone
tor.Aduleide. Geabam, - OB, the aBove nighe & wake | Moodys Tomanoés 10 vaib, but’ had caught up the’) lor,, As.l sitthe ‘only, persor %%
TRy ol Of the'ddad'vasln, when, | mantlo, of his departe, sud v, dpiaig, .| B bed b fll.the ofice
et 1tk 6w brobhers and’the'gie- | little 1ying on bBis owo'aceount. “For ths casg came | lof, I dm conipelled—incrodtd, 23 e
b O nt e Esasy: | Befom ’i:li’egpéliéé‘.émiift's,"ii‘id-"th'efe it' appenred that -see,med-'ii the point hid*not 'b‘e_e"nl dctudll

7k the' fufaiture”out ‘of 'the “ous

de Bordeanx, Bishop Law's
al Prizeman,: T: ! .- D, aad;duthor of
sl Tracts; ‘Heiis ‘aged 70 years, and

< T of £50" s'gnt:% him ' by :tha Royal Society of

sublisbed in the #Mempirs 'de la Societe.

-quenched the fire, and went: throup’,
‘form of taking possession, 'v"vinii_ii,'g’ :ﬁ,’;‘ ;{J{Tlg):gl
the corpse out of the bed, Plaring it on a car, and
_tn.k;ng it-to their own houso i the neighborl,lood
-where the wake was renew.d -and continued. In
this course of proceeding they were aided by some’
of :the people present. - When Mr, Graham, of
Mouni:me]llck, heard on. next morning "of thc; ex-
traordinaty course take’y, he at once had the parties
arrested and brought ’sefore the court of petty ses-
:sions at Mountrath * whence Buchanan, Periane
and Adelaide were: sent, to ‘the county jail, -’Th'eyz
were rll‘bemted On bail next day, it-is said, for the
purpese of hl}Y}hg the corpse buried, but were again
brought up &t 'a special court at Mountrath, and.
sent forward for trial, bail being accepted for their
appearance, - o

.Tar O’Cox¥ELL CeNTENARY Coarres—The fol-
lowing letter has been addressed to the Editor of
the. Freeman. . Professor Kavanagh will, of course,
explain it ;= o ’ '

L Belfast, Nov. 25,1875.
Dean Sm,—In a recent issue of your paper it was
stated in a letter under the signature of “J. W.
Kavanagh” that the publication of a Centenary Re-
cord was approved or desired by me. As I kave
never entertained such wish or expreased myself 8o,
I ask your. permission to correct that statement.
Wkhen Rev. J. P. Hamill had forwarded £185 to the
chairman of the Centenary celebration and got. no
acknowledgement, he consulted ms about a balance
from the diocese he had still in hands of some £58.
I undertook to forward the balunce to the Lord
Mayor ; and in doing so I asked for some receipt for
the first remittance, and expressed a suggestion
that, if the funds would allow of it, £100 should be
offered for the bpst essay on the present and fuoture
of Ireland, soclaiiy, politicelly end religiously. I
thought this would diffuge miich tigaful information
but I never dreamed of & # Centenary Record? Of
course the Lord Mayor had too much to look after,
and Mr, Dwyer wrote tosay so, and tbat the bon.
sec. had by telegram acknowledged Father Hamill's
remitiznce, but which be tells me to day he never
received. Above £250 was sent from Down and Con-
nor. Should not a detailed list of receipts have been
published ?—I am, yours very sincerely,

. { P, Dorriax.

Io reply to Dr. Dorrian's letter, Mr. J, W. Kava-
nagh, in & letter to the Freeman, says:—The Lord
Mayor had been absent in London for some days,
from which he returned only on the 3rd August.
Ata very large special. meeting held that day .the
proceedings, the report of which may be seen’ in
the Freeman and other jouraals of the 4th, were
opened as follows :— :

¢ Professor Kavanagh read the list of subscriptions
since the last meeting. The total amount, includ-
ing £185 transmitted by the Most Rev. Dr. Dorrian
Lord Bishop of Down and Conuor, was £936 €s.
8d." (Applause.)

This subscriptiou of £185 was thus publicly ac-
knowledged in the metropolitan Press, 4th August.
It was again publicly acknowledged, together with
A second subscription of £59, in the same journals,
19th August, while ia every case in which detailed
parochial lists rcached the commiltee they have
been published,

GREAT BRITAIN.

————

SanpATARIAN STRICTNERS.—A memorial signed by
129 clergy and 16 magistrates of the county of
Derby bas been forwarded to the Home Secretary
pruying that in awy Bill which the Governmeut
may introduce relating to the observances of Sunday
no permission may be given forthe opening of
aquaria or other places nf amusement or of secolar
instruction on that day for money payment.

A strafige occurrence is reported from Inverness,
A Dblacksmith named Murray ran into & house in
Shore-street, with a deep cut across bis throat. He
gtated that while proceeding home along the quay
side n man whom he did not recogunise, with the ex-
pression, “ You, blackguard, I have got you mow,!
caught hold of him, drewa knife or razor across his
throat, and then mads off. No trace has been ob-
tained of the assailant, Lo
Broral Assavit upoN A Wire—John Grimshaw
bas been charged at the Town Hall, Blackburn, with
attempticg fo wmurder his wife. “Thé prosecutrix
proved that she had been savagely kicked, koock-
ed down, and rendered insensible for fonr hours.
The Bench dealt with the case under the Aggravated
Assanlts Acts, and sent the prisoner to goal for six
months with lisrd labor, ordering Lim to find suze-
ties at the close of his sentence.

t Qur * Dererces.—Mr. E. J. Reed, in a long let.
ter to the-Times, comments on the present condi-
tion of the English Navy, in a manner which will
not tend to réstore that confidence which the events
of the past six months have done so much to shake.
He clarges the Government with never having
given Parliament an opportunity of discussing
naval matters, and poor Mr. Ward Huat is blamed

after day, and week after week, to discussions on
guano.” The result of the policy of the present
Government, Mr. Reed argues, hag been to inflict
wide-spread injury on the service.
The question -of calling Parliament together spe-
cially to sanction the purchase of tane.Ebedive's
shares is not quite definitely set at rest, It is said
that there will be no difficulty in providing the first
jnstalment, which must be peid immediately, even
without the formal approval of the Legislature, and
all turns ou the necessity of making the second
payment before the ordipary beginnivg of the Par.
liamentary segsion. In nddressing a meeting in the
Shorediteh Town Hall, Mr, Fawcett, M P, snid Par-
‘liament should at once be summoned to discuss the
action of the Government with respect to the pur-
chase of the Suez Canal shares. The hon. gentle-
man does not think that the public have sufficient
knowlege of the matter to enable them to form an
opinion upon it. . :
Darwe Hiaaway Ronperies.—Two rough looking
men, named Scadding, brothers, one ot whom has
only recently been set at liberty ona ticket-of-
leave, were committed for trial by the magistrates
at Canterbury, on two scparate charges of highwny
robbery accompanied in each case with violence,
The first case investigated was one in which 8 maid
to a Jady living in the neighbourhood of Canterbury
was the prosecutrix. On Sundny aftersoop, 21st
ult, at dusk, she left ‘church, and was on her way
home, when the two priconers rusbed out from be-
hind n hedge and, eeizing her Ly the throar, de-
-manded Her mondy. ‘She siaid-the bad not got any.
Ou this the men almost straugled her, and fearing
‘that they would murder - her she then'handed-over
her purse, which was emptied of its contents and re-
tiirned to her. 'The other case, in- which’s woman
‘waa also the victim, occurred on Saturday night just
outsice ‘the ' city, under precisely similar circum-.
'sta'ncea: “ S . . , P
" Revres or SS. Moony axp Sixxev.—Those "dis
tinguished gospel-adventurers, Messrs. Moody and
Sankey, have left, behind. them & fine cropof
«'religlons ‘excitement ! which ' is producing froit in
' " The Intest
a1 occurred {n Glasgow, and s’ well worth

fhe shape of lunacy, suicide, and crime.
instance occurred _ | 18w
potice. ‘One of their ¥ avangolists,” pamed Robid-
gon, went '!' to’ converk” “‘tho_ denizens.of a house’

“Before

for having ¥ deferred the interests of the Navy day -

.acknowledged more and more every day, conslituted

M}‘.,quipson‘_hp.d gone to. the house. to procure
drink ; and that, 'not content with the drink and
robbery of the firat  disreputable den; he bad sub.
sequently goné on to another, ‘where the offered to
sell his'clothes for more liquor. ‘The* converting *
and * glass of water ' theory wag .not , accepted . by
the magistrates except” with “derision, but the
woman who had robbed Mr, Robinson  was punighed
all the same. ‘It {s a pity the * Evangellsts” in
chief, Moody and Sankey, did not take the interest-
ing " convert” Robinson to. America with them—
they might have tried bis band on  Beecher and
Tilton and"the other cleanly members of the
‘Church ” in Brooklyn, and who knows but that he
would have bad as great a snccess as ‘that achieved
amongst the Glasgow ladies ?— Cntholic Times.

Iyaunay NrEgtect oF A Cmip 1N --Livereourn.—A
Deunzen Motaer.—At the Dale-street Police Conrt
before Mr. Raffles, the stipendiary magistrate, Mar-
garet Pignall, & middle-sged woman, was brought
2p on & charge with having wilfully peglected her
infant child. Mr, Hagger the clerk to the Select
Ygstry, prosecuted on behalf of the parish author-
ities. The evidence showed that on the night of
the 25th Oct. Police-constable 862, from informa.
tion be received, went to the house of the prisoner,
No. 11, in 2 court, Rathbone.street. He foung the
prisoner's baby aged about three months, lying on
some old bedclothes in & room, it§ Quiy cevering
being a piece of dirty caling, over its shoulders.
Tl_xe prisoner, who durizy the hearing of tho case
cried bitterly, and loudly protested her innocence,
when asked what she had to say, replied, It was
too much that I gave it to ent. (Laughter.) 'Lhis
will Yo & lesson to me while I live, 1'll be a new
motber and new housckeeper.” Contiouing, sbe
said she had always been attentive to her children,
and it ¥ stood to rerson ” that her husband would
not have given her money week by weck if she
were not. The prisoner, it was stated, bad been
four times befora the court on chsrges of drunken-
ness.—Mr, Raffles: This i3 a most lamentable caee,
You are linble to be imprisoned foreix months for
this offence. You have, however, been one month
in gaol already ; and the sentence that I, therefore,
pass upon you is that you be imprironed for five
months, The prisoner was then remove,

Eanty Scorrisy Hisrorry—LEoTURE BY THE Alan-
¢u:s or Bote.—Las week the Marquis of Bute de-
livered the first of a series of lectures which are to
De given in the Kingarth public achool during the
present winter. Kingarth, as our Glasgow corres-
pondent writes to us, is not far from Mountstewart
house, Bute, the residence of the Marquis, one of
whose titles i8 Viscount Kingarth. The school-
room was crovded on the oceasion, and the chair
was taken by Mr. W, Barr, of Kcrrylamoant,

In his preliminary remarks the Marquis said that
in the course of the Christian centuories, which now
amounted to 18, there were some which stond out
as particulnrily distinguished. Although we lived
in it ourselves, it could hardly be denied that tho
ninetcenth century was without any parallel in
mechanical works and discoveries. Probably it had
done so much in that way as to make & mark upon
the face of the world which would not be effaced as
long as civilization existed. If thuy looked back
fur three centuries, they came to the 16th, morked,
if not actually by the discovery, at any rate by the
general dissemination of printing, which had
changed the whole social order, and perhaps the
moral order also, by the great commotion of which
the chief ontcome in this country wasthe Reforma-
tion. Again, if they took the semec interval of
three centuries they ‘came upon the 13th, an age
whose work and icstitutions had, as far as t'me had
yut allowed of A comparison, been more enduring
than those of any other conntry ; particularly of
this country, where we had esraped being swept by
the storm of the great French Revolution ; it might
almost be said that in some mattera which serround
us most closely; we live in'the work of the 13th cen.-
tury more than in our own. It was in that century
that the firit House of Commons was ‘assemb-
led st Westminster, It was in that cenlury
in which there was aroused throughout the.whole
of Europe the study of the Greek philosopby whick
was brought in by the extraordinarv intellectual
brilliance of that time, Even in mechanical mat
ters, it was admitted that the thirteenth century was
thas which attained the very highest excellence in
art which had ever existed in the West. Ofthe
immense activity which was displayed, and the
stronghold which both in Christianand non-Christ-
ian Lodies its worka still retained, it was unneces-
sary to speak further. That great age was marked
in Scotland by an emount of prosperity, which, ac-
cording to Burton Jhe latest of our historiuns, was
probadly never erjuyed from that time until the
present century ; and the close of the thirteerth
century was characterized in the history of Scotland
by the most stirring events which their history
ufforded. The death of Alvxander IIL in 1284
ushered in the peried of the war of independence,
which was closed by the battle of Banuockbarn in
1314. The noble marquis then entered into a min-
ute survey of the grounds upou which the various
claimants to the throne—who came to the front on
the death of Alexander IIT.—rested their cause,
giving the genenlogy of the chief competitors, and
reading some interesting translations {rom a num-
ber of old documents which had never been pre-
viously translated : documents which, it came to be

the true basis upon which all history rested. He
described more particularly the competition which
took place between John Baliol 2aud Bruce for the
Crown, and pointed out that there was one feature
which was characteristic of ali their claims,—they
were quite willing, it Edward declured in their favor
to hold Scotland as fief from the King of England,
He showed, however, that but little blame attached
tu the majority of the claimants on this ground, on
account of the fact that they were cither of French,
Euoglish, or Irish extraction. Coming to the inter-
esting scene which took place at Berwick-on-Tweed,
at which the contest wos decided in favor of Buliol,
the noble lecturer read & translation of a document

giving nn officiul narrative of the proceedings and |,

an elaborate series of reasoms for the preference
which was given to Baliol's claiws, 08 compared
chiefly with the grounds on which Bruce urged Lis
pretensions to the kingdom. This document
brought out the fact that the chief objection to
Brucu's claim was his application, made shortly
previous to this occasion, for a third of the king
dom. As, however, the King of England considered
that it would not be conducive to the prosperity of
the people to apportion out the kingdom into three
parts, Bruce'a application . was rejected, and Baliol
was declared the successful comuetitor as. the most
direct heir to the throne, The Marquis thon Lriefly
alluded to the enthronement of Baliol, at Scone
He concluded by describing the steps which Edward
took to.secure the .dependenocy of Scotland, nnd the
readiness which Baliol dlisplayed to satisfy hisaims
in that respect. : : ,

Ou the molion, of Mr, J.. McDougall, farmer,
Kerrytonlia, a cordinl; voto of thanks was awarded
to the Marquis for his lecture. ~ A similar compli-
ment having been awarded to‘the chairman, the
proceedings terminated —Cathalic Times, ‘?\rmg_. 26,
", Lokp SELBORNE A%D . THE RuceLey PomoNer.—Lord

{ . by

'Hins.-been, ditécted .to.a prragraph in’your paper of.

‘Sélborne has addréssed the following'letter to the:
Editor of the, Liverpool Courieri—"1Sir,—My attention {

] 1-gloriously. useful in h“"‘:"}_ld'fﬁsﬂl'
pr, and brothier,of an. ex.Lord Chancel- | recently. :at: Oconto;. Wisconst
o okl % PSR ST '.-’adP 1%, Lt

ave'|. made of black’

my eyes—to suppose . that your correspondent
belioves the Rugeley (not Rugby) poisoner to have
been my brother, for which suppositon there is
1 can assure you, ng foundation whatever, The
name Palmer is not. a very uncommon one, and it
no more implies relationship between all who
bear it than does ‘Smith’ or YJones.! I had not the
misfortune of being even remotely related tothat
notorius criminal. Will you'excuse the liberty
I take in suggesting thateven the authority of a
London correspondent .ought not to be. accepted
without ioquiry for statemeunts of this nature,
eapecially whea ¢orrect information as to the family
of the'person affected by them might have been
Illqw“ c’z,asil y obtained.—Yours, &c, SerronyE. London,
ov. 24.” :

. Foreiey OriNi0x6 ON THE SvEZ CANAL PURCBARE, —
The London Standerd of Dec, 15t has the following:
~-All sorts of rumors and gpeculations continue to
prevail in the continental capitals respecting what
led to the purchase by England of the Kedive's
shares in the Suez Canal, and the ultimate object
of the purchage. Qur Pariscorrespondent telegraphs
that England has incurred the displessure of Ed-
mond About, and that the French papers approve
of the opinion he has expressed, which may be
sumnied up in the assertion that if France had been
in her normal condition England would never have
dared to purchace the Kedive's shares. From our
Berlin Correspondent comes tho principal points in
an actlcle published In the National Zeitung, which
scquits England of an immedlate design dgilnat
the independence of Egypt, but indulges in gloomy
prospects as to the resuit of the purchase. At lost,
some ot the Hungarian papers have commenced to
discuss the subject, and so far all of them display
unfriendliness towards Russia. OQur Vienua corres-
pondent’s surmise that the Austrian Foreign Offico
was disagreeably surprised at the purchaso has been
cunfirmed by a statement from Count Beust to the
effect that down to the last moment the transaction
was kept o profound sccret, aud that it cven sur-
prised every body in London. In most of the
Ausirina journals pleasure is expressed at Russin's
discomfiture, and a few speak unfavourably of
France. OQur Vienna correspondent also mentions
that so great has been the consternation in Con-
stantinople caused by thenews of the purchase, that
a commtttec has been appointed to make great de-
fensive preparations in case of war.

UNITED STATES.

———

The value of the stock which passed thraugh the
East Buftalo cattle yards last year is estimated at
$53,613,790,

A valuable deposit of fine red and white granite
has been developed in Stearns Co., Minnesota, It
is considered a bonanza.

The Grangers of Califarnin are circulating a peti-
tion asking the State Legislature to fix the fevs of
attorneys in all cases where no special contract is
madc.

Tue Gold IIill, Cal, Newsof the 26th ult, an-
nounces the development of aunother producing
mine. The mining cstimate is  not less than £50
to the ton.”

The Arkansas Legislature hag passed a Bill creat-
ing the office of Superintendent of Public Yustruc-
tion ; hitherto the Secretary of the State hns been
ez-afficio Superintendent,

It is proposed to unite the cities of St. Paul and
Minnenpolis. The proximal lines of the two citivs
are about 4 miles apart, and their cxtremo boun-
durics about twelve miles long.

Joyce, the convicted whiskey ring conspirator, is
writing in his cell 2 story in imitation of ¢ David
Copperficld,” entitled * Life and Adventures of
David Copperfield.” The last chapters are to bede-
voted to tho whigkey ring war. 1t will be publish-
cd this winter,

A “bigh-toned ™ elopement at Oil City was man-
aged in the following luxurious mauner—it is sid :
% An engine with a single car attached was run
down the track to n point near the young lady's
house. She was quickly taken abonrd and the truin
proceeded to Titusville, where the marringe cere-
mony was performnd, after which the young couple
left on their wedding tour.” .

A young man named Patrick Wheelahan was mur-
dered in a low galoon and sailors’ boarding-house in
Detroit last Friday afternoon. The murderer, who
is known as © Blaclk” or  Plug” Campbell, deli-
berately walked up to his victim, striking him two
blows with the fist, the first being from behind.
The secend blow knocked Wheelahan down, after
which Campbell kicked him once in the stumach,
then walked quietly to the door and escaped.
\Wheelahan died within fifteen minutes.

The Anderson (S.C) Sun suys: IFrom nll we can
gather, it is estimated that the cotton crop of this
country will be one-furth short. Some portions
have made fall crops, while in others the drought
bas cutit off considerably. We bave the consulu-
tion that the farmers have made cuough corn for
their own use and to spare, and we anticipate very
1ittle of the nrtlcle will be imported into the coun-~
try this fiscal yesr.

Governor Garland, of Arkansss, in a proclamation
appointing Thur-day, the 23rd of December, as o
day of thanhxgiving and prayer, refers gratefully to
the fact that during the last year the State hns
1 passed from under & Coostitution that has caused
dissatisfaction nnd dissension into the light ofa
new Constitution, which promises to harmonize the
conflicting elements of population and to maintain
civil nud religious liberty.”

ball, N.Y., clergyman recently.  He married & cou-
ple, aud when he cxawined the fee found it was a
$100 bill. The nextday the bridegroom teleygraph-
ed that it was o mistake—ho mearnt to have handed
him a $10 bill. The clergyaan replicd that it was
too late te rectify the mistake, as he had joyfully
‘used the money to liquidate o long-standing debt.
The followivg notice is conepicuously posted in
the reading room of the Young Men's Christinn As-
sociation in San Francisco ;—Notice—UGentlemen
will do well to keep an eye.on their hats” while in
this reom, as some visitors arc afflicted with short-
sighteducss which often results in their leaving the
room with a better hat than they brought.

The lawyers say that Tweed’s property has been
so skilfully transferred from his control that it is
impossible through any process of law for the pro-
secution to get bold of it. 'The police of Brooklyn
have been actively scarching for I'weed, and the
honss of & prominent oficial in Henry strect has
been. under close surveillance ia the belief that
‘Tweed was concenled there, It is said the housois
to be s arched to-day, but the police refuse any in-
formation on the subject. . - ;

Rabbits are so abundant in Kentncky' as to bea
positive nuisance, and the fashionable amusement-is,
hanting them down on horse-back. Ten oradozen
horsemen form in line and beat the fiolds, uttering
fearful crica and blowing horng the while: - The
‘rabbits statt up, run-hitherand thither in'confusion,
and fially s juat down .in .terror and allow them-
selves to be taken alive, by, hand..: From fifty to
seventy a_day haye been captured by _lsgm?‘pn;r.t‘!'qs:
~; A grey horse, which in a lifetime of twenty-eight
.years bad travelléd with ‘a “circus, been ‘mortgaged

four tinjes, sérved in* the’ Tebellion,‘andIbeen’Tess
s geful 10 ‘at farmworky died
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An embarrassing incident happened to a White-

d | had: To :ival

The funeral was attended by two hundred villagers, -
Tue Crors.1y 78R UNITED STaATES —From tho last
monthly report of thig"U. S. Department of ‘Agricul-
ture we learn that thé corn crop of"1875 has béen
one of the largest ever .grown in the country—a
general increase on Jlast years. crop all averthe
country of from 10 to 60 per cent.: The quality of
the crop was not so good os that of 1874. The po--
tato crop hag been extraordinary, both in quality
and quantity—fully 25 per ccnt. aboye that of lagt
vear, In Rome cases nearly 400 bushels to the acre ;
selling in many places at from'15 to 20 cents a
bushel, Cotton—About.4,000,000 bales. .. Tabacco.
~Seventy.four per cent. over that-oflast: year.
Fruite—Generaliy a poor year, especially in apples.
Hay—A small percentage above last year over the.
:_vh:lu country. Generally the roturn is very satis-
actory, . o

On Tuesday, 6tk inst,, a family nnm%d “Walker
moved intoa houss in Rachester, N, Y., which
house had been unoccuried for ten months,. Next.
morning, at five o'clock, clty physician. Baker was
calted to the place and found the premisvs full of
gas, nnd the family, consisting of Mr. and Mrs
Whlker, their child, another lady and her child, in
a state of insensibility, An oxamination revealed
the fact that the sewer had been left open, as. well
as all the gas jots, Proper remedies were applied
and the family brought around. It seems that Mrs.
Walker was ewakened catly in the morning with
att aghing scneation and an alarming smell of gas.
Bhe hid steenyh and presence of mind to crawl to
the window and knock op it until she attracted the
attention of some passer by, whom sfe requésted to.
call Dr. Baker. She then becam@ insensible, Had
she not been nble to attract atlention the
g;o(l{mbilitics uro that the whole family would have
ied.

A CHRISTMAS REVERIE.

'I'bree score &nd ten—could I miss the years?
Three score and ten, and I not dend ;
Well, God is good, and perhaps he spares
My helphess frame and my old gray hairs,
‘That prayers for the children may stiil be said.

Forty long years this blesscd night,

Forty lone years since we left the strand ;
Mother of God! 1f my aching sight—
But vo, ‘twas n sturt ; sure my head is light—

I must die like the rcst in the stranger's land.

No. never agaiu shall I gee your shore,

Home of my heart { and God's will be done;
But sometimus 1 think—I was told before
'T'was an old man's fancy, and they keow more
Than one with a lcase of a long lile run—

But sometimes I think, as I'm thinking now,
Sitting alone by the Christmas fire,

That there in the light of the embers’ glow—
There where the tali shadows come nnd go—
I see them again till my eycballs tire.

i see the faces I know arcdead—
I see the fricnds that are far away ;

T see tho ficld I shall nover trend—

The old grey church, where we two were wed,
Mary and I, on that happy day.

And there, far away from the rmoky town,
With its warm thatched roof aud it earthen
{toor,
And its ivied walls, and ils chimneys brown—
Your heart broke, agra, when they tore it down—
But the law was hard on the wenk and poor—

There, in that nook, the old homestead stands;
Dot it fades, and the gave my dim vision fills,

Where wo laid vou, love, with duspniring hands,

When your poor soul left for the bappier Iands,
‘Whete no roof-trec place and no famine kills,

"And Willy and P'at, they, too,are dead ;

And Eddy, the featless, his mother's pride;;
And rrolden-haired Katie, her spicit fled  ~
On the doy that, for bating the Saxon red,

They murdered her boy on the green hill side.

But I sec them again in the flickering light—
And mnny a scene from the buried past

Steals dimly Lack on my faillng sight,

And the old man's prayer this Christmas night—
Heasken, O God ,to that prayer at lostl—

Is, that e who came upon earth to snve—

Whbo dicd on theCross to sot mortals free——
Mny smilc oa you, Ireland, beyond the wave,
And gladden the hearts of the true and brave
With plenty and peace and liberty.

Journalistic rivalries are sharp and decisivo in
Chicngo. A young man acting as n reporter of the
Chicago Journal called to seo Mr. Story, of the Times
the other dny, and seked him if he bad sbot Dr,
Johngon, as was rumoured, The old inan immedia.
tely pulled off his speetacles, squured round to the
reporter, and replicd: ¢ Yonng wan, do you think
I am fool enough to do it in time for the evening
papers ?" o

«Well, doctor,” snid a chap just from the dentist’s
chalr, tliow much do you ngh for the job? Guy!
but you did it quick, thoughl’ Ay terms,” re-
plied tho dentist, ' ave one dollar,” * A dollar for
a half minute's work ! Onc dollar—thunder! Why
a doctor down ' our place drawed o tooth for me
{wo year sgo, aud it took him twohours. He drag-
ged me all around the room, and iost his grip half
& dozen times. I nuver secd such hard work, And
he only charged mu twenty-five cents. A dollar for
a minit's work ! You must be jokin’”

A gentleman in n conservatory with a lady picked
.up a blue bell, and taking out his pencil, wrots the
following lines, w hich, with the flower, he presented
to the lady: Lo
4 Thig pretty flowers of beavenly hue
Must surely Le allied to you,
For you, dear girl, are heavenly too."
To which the lady replied, thinking of the cold
wenther aud the snow all around :
. #1f, sir, your compliment be troe,
- I'm sorry that I look so. blue.”

Tng Mgy or e Pasr.—The Builelin Francais pub-
lishes some rather interesting infurmation  con-
cering the vinous predilections. of emiucnt persong
and the tastes of the last. epoch in reference to the
subject. We learn that the Great Frederick affeoted
particulnarly the imperial growth of Tokay ; Napo-
leon the First preferred’ Chambertin to all others;
'Peter the Great lield Madeira in the first esteem;
Cardinal Richelicu, admitted no other winu in hig
glass but Roman wine; his nephew the Marechal
Richelicu was partial to Medoc; Rubeas -loved
above 811 othdrs the wine of Marsaln ; while Jean
Bart considered:the wines of Beaune thu, best. of all
tipple ; ‘Rabelais: thought no. pleasutes on- earth
‘moro_enjoyable_ than a full'hottle ofold Chablis ;
but thé victor of Fontenoy was an enthusiast about
‘Champagre; Cromwell loved Malvoisie better, than
the charity. -which becometh a Christian ; Talley-
fand. aBected .Chatean . Margaux; Humboldt, Siu-
terne ;-Balzac, wine of Vouvray ; Géerthe nourighed
his_genius in Johannesberg; Lord' Byron drank
‘Port; ‘Chatles V. wine: ofvAlicante’}’: Francis I,
Sherry ; Henry 1V, wite of " Suresnes. The predi-
lection of the Bearnais for.the’ Suresnes was shared ..
‘by all gourmete-at:thattime; ,This, was;the aristo-
cratic:wine,, in.fact, the driok of noble d.‘ﬁz,;-n
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