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THE FRANCHISE BILL.

MINISTERIAL INDIGNATION MEETING,
(By our men Reporter.)

The indignation of the people of Canada at
the course pursued by the Girit Opposition at
Ottawa in impeding the passage of the Fran-
chise Bill, found vent in a mass-meeting of
patriotic citizens held at Query Hall a few
cvenings ago. Following its usual partizan
course, the Globe has cutirely ignored this
importaut gathering ;: and for sowne reason
which your reporter was unable to discover
the AMail also has failed to report the pro-
ceedings, which, briefly stated, were as fol-
lows : .

The chair was taken promptly at cight by
Mr. Ward Fixer, who, 1n a few well chosen
sentences, introduced

The Right Hon, Sir. John A. Macdonald.
Sir John was rcceived with tremendous cheer-
ing. He thanked the audience for this mani-
festation of good will, and said it was but an
index of the enthusiasm which his presence
excited everywhere throughout this broad and
happy land. H¢ accepted the compliment
not as personal to himself, but as intended for
his Government, whose every act since assum-
ing office had been greeted with the hearty
approval of the people. (Cheers.) No act of
theirs was more popular than the present
Pranchise Bill. (Renewed cheers, and cries of
“That’s s0!”) And yet what did they find?
Were the members of the Opposition working’
earncstly with the Government on this great
question? No! (Groans.) They were work-
ing tooth and nail—if he might use tho expres-
sion-—~againgt it. Looking at their conduct in
this respect, one would sngpoac that the Oppo-
sition had no inberest in the Bill, but he could
say emphatically that they had as much inter-
est in it as the Government could have, This
was a specimen of Grit patriotism, however.
They never could rise to a grand national issue,
and when it came to the discussion of a
measuro involving as this did, the very life of
our common country (enthusiastic cheers) the
Grits wore found raising trivial questions and
indulging in carping criticism, (Hear, hear.)
Sir John resumed his seat amidst applanse.

Mr. J. Briefless Lex was then called upon.
He said be was glad to have an opportunity of
expressing the 1ndignation which he felt in
common with his fellow citizens against the
factious opponents of the admirable Franchise
Bill of Canada’s great statesman. He was
particularly exasperated by the insanc attacks
made upon what was called the * Revising
Barrister ” clause. In his opinion, and as a
lawyer his opinion ought to be worth some-
thing, (a voice—*‘Yes, it ought !” and uproar,)
this clause was the best in the whole bill.
Without it tho Bill wounid be simply worthiess
—it would utterly fail of its purpose.
(Cheers.}) That, no doubt, would suit the Grits
exactly ; but the Government of Canada was
not conducted for the purpose of pleasing the
Grits. (Renewed cheers.) The Qlobe (groans)
had stated over and over again, that the Re-
vising Barrister clause was bad, because the
Bill gave those officers absolute powers, and
they were to bo appointed by Sir Jobn. This

.-was mere clap-trap, and was a slur nwpon the
profession to which he bolonged. If he were
appointed a Revising Barrister (cries of ‘‘So
you will be,” and cheers) he would do his duty
to the country fenrless{_y, and would see to it
that the unpatriotic Grits werc left off the
lists, (Great cheers,)

Mr, Strike-him-when-he-is-down, a  Cree,
was next called upon. He said he was glad to
meet his pale face brothers on this occasion,
He could assure them that the Indian tribes of
the Dominion felt juat as indignant at the
course the Grits were taking as any other sec-
tion of the population could. He would be
only too much pleased to scalp a few of them,
(Cheers.) The Grits had come out plainly as

I the encmies of the Indians, having objected

to votes being given to those who were wards
of the Government. He was a ward of the
Government, and would continue to be so as
long as he could, (Cheers,) The Indian was
not proud. He was not above asking instrue-
tion of his inspector as to what to do with his
vote, and could be relied upon to do as he was
instructed. (Chcers.) Hence the talk of the
Grits about the danger of giving the Indians
votes was nonsense. (Great cheers.) In con-
clusion the gentloman gave the war whoop of
hig tribe.

Mr. Pick, a representative of the laboring
classes, was then introduced. He said it was
no wonder the people had met to express in-
dignation at the obstruction proceedings of the
Grits. [le, as a working man, whosc income
was 308 per year, was glad to speak in favor
of the Franchise Bill, as it would, if carried,
suve him a great deal of trouble on election
days. It was a measure in the interests of
purity, as it took away a great many votes
that might otherwise be sold. He thought it
showed that Sir John was still a great states-
man, notwithstanding his years, and it would
snuff’ out the Grits altogether.

Several other speakers addressed the audi-
ence in a simjlar strain and the meeting broke
up at a late hour with rousing cheors for Sir
John, British Liberty, the Czar of Russia and
the Queen.

HOW TO LEAD
(A TFac1)

ScevE—Jarvis Street—(Qreat politrcal leader
overtaken by ohscure member of his party, who
wishes lo open conversation with « little pleasant
banter),

Obscure Gent.—’Morning, sir. Aint you
afraid you’ll be arrested for carrying concealed
weapons?

Great Leader,—It is not concealed.

Obscure Qent.—(rather discomfited). —Er-ev—
But I suppose Irishmen are allowed to carry
thoir blackthorns? Ha! ha!

Great Leader.~-It isnot a blackthorn,

(Obscure Gent turns first corner, and vows
never to cast another Qrit vole while he lives.)

A PARTY.

ROWLING ON HANLAN’S ISLAND.
A POEM WITH A MORAL.

Two youths upon a stimer’s day, -+
Who felt inclined, the one to play,
The other one to *“smile,” and
Tho both to pass tho timo away,
Resolved that thoy would cross the Bay
And go to Hanlan’s Island.

‘Phey crossed the raging, roaring deep,
On which cats, dogs and refuse sleep,
And soon stepped on to dry Jand ;
¢ Let's go and bowl,” said Number One,
“You know it is the only fun
O'er hero on Hanlan's Island.”

“Ihe very thing,” said Numbor Two,
# The best thing in the world to do,
Although it causes bile and
Is said to L & practice bad.”
“What ! buwling?” * Yes.” * You must be mad,
Yes, mad on Hanlan's Island,
“ What kind of bowling do you mean?’
Suid Number One—let's call him Green—
* What is its form and style and——
In fact why is it Lad to bowl #’
** It ruins bedy, mind and soul
O'er hiere on Hanlan's Island.”
*The fetlow's daft,” said Green, “ but come,
Let's gro and voll the big balls some
Tho heavy time to while, and
To——" ¢ \What ! exclaimed his thirsty friend,
Ig that the bowling you intend
O'er here on Hanlan's Island ?

“ Not much of that for me ; ok, no!
To yonder lxr-room I would go

And in my stomach rye land,
By *howling® [ mean drinking ; come,”
‘* No, sir ; 1 don't cross o'er to bum

Ou Edward Hanlan's Island.”

They parted; one to roll the balls,

The other loud for whiskey calls
As calls a Scot from Highland,

One howler bowled the balls about,

The others * bowls ” soon bowled him out
Q’cr thero on Hunlan's [slaud.,

A peeler, seeing him full of gin,
Bowled up to him and bowled him in,
Hig friend so free from guile and

So much opposed to getting tight
His head kept level, and all right
Came Lack from Hanlan's Iskunl,
MORAL,

By this we see that exercise
Is Letter far than potent ryes

And rams :nd brandies vile ; aud
That it is better far $o Lowl
In bowling alleys than to roll
Bad liguor down one's gullet hole

Tlere, there, or on the Island.

-8z,

BaLmy spring being npon us, suitable under-
clothing is required. R. WaLxker & Sons
carry a splendid assortment, and have just
uow some special lines to clear out. Their
white and colored shirts are unequalled.

THE LATE ECLIPSE.
TOLD IN TWO CHUNKS.
1L

Our duties thus settled, wo spent the time
to intervene hefore the eclipse in reading up
the various scientific points involved, and in
perfecting our delicate and specially con-
structed 1ostruments,

At last the eventful day arrived, and we all
met at the place sclected for our observations
with the varions apparatus necessary for the
oceagsion. The ground was the bighest in the
locality at some distance from the town, hav-
ing been chosen for the double purpose of
getting as ncar the scene of operations as pos-
sible, and of avoiding the popular throng.

The eclipse, according to our calculations
(which had been carefully rcvised), was to
comnence at noon sharp, and was toterminate
as soon 85 the celestial bodies could get
through with the work.

At half-past eloven I commenced taking
photographs of the sun in as many different
positions as I could, These were to be care-
}ully compared with the photographs taken
after the event. 1 found no umusual appear-
ances on the sun’s surface proper, though it
scemed to me the corona looked slichtly per-
turhed. No photospheres werc visible.

When I had finished this work I found it was
tenminutes totwelve. I had then reallynothing
further to do until the eclipse wasover, but
I felt it my duty to seo that tho other scientists
were properly looking after the branches en-
trusted to them. I found Robinson was quite
prepared for the special observations he was to
make. His apparatus was all in first-clasa
order, I neversaw any glasses better or more
ovenly smoked than those Robinson had on
hand. (He very kindly gave me one, so that
I might look at the eclipse from time to time
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