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THE AVAL &NCIIE

NA FOI-EO\ 3 TROOPS CROSSIVG THE ALPS. -

A few days after Murat passed tbrouvh on the seventh Decem-:
Yer, 1813, 2 delu"e of stiow covered ourmounta.ms there was more-:

* than (en feet on'alevel ; we -had to cut passaoes from house to

‘house ; and to add- to our dlfﬁcultles, a detachment of two Lun-

dred men, the wrecl\ “of one of those fme Ttalian regiments’ that;

were cut up at the battle of Hanau, had been detained on the Sim-
plon for two days Every one was full of the dread of avalanches,
uhether from the presentlrnent of .the future, or the result of the
" expericnec of the cld shepherds, who had long'been regretting the
-$tripping of the trees from our. mountmns, I cannot say. . But 1
remember perfcctly well the urgent entreatxes of the geéndarmes
that I would not abandon them in ‘case they should be buried un-
"der the avalanche ; “and mor¢ espeemll\ the prophetre WOI‘dS of the
brlfra(her, wlhio at nine in the ¢v ening said’ sorr owfull), pomtmﬂ' to
the s snow, « There is our.grave, we shall never see the light of day
apain ! o . 'md i f.).et, two lhours afterwards, he was no mme _

At eleven o 'clock. the officers, with \vhom the hotel was erowded
l_1d retired to thcn rooms ; ; when I entered a- lower chamber in
whleh ‘the fami ily of the pcstmas.er was collected prepanno‘ for
tlieir evening prn) er. .

-« What do you think of the avnlanche ?" said the mxstress of the
house, anxlouslv ’

“ Don’t f'rald » answered I laurrhmn' "~ «T am here, and
. my.time s not eome yet; I wrll pray along thh you that the
ava—-"" ’

A tremendous noise cut'the word short it seemed as though
the mountains were coming down ‘on us; the outer walls of the
room we wére in began to crack and oSplit, and I saw with dea(lly
tenor the trunL of an enormous larch, thh somn of- 1ts branches on,
enterdhe room on the’ top’ of 2 mass of snow, wluch had carued
every,thmg before it, walls doors and pa.rtitlons . 'Vly terror did

: ruot last long H the famtmo of thc women, the cnes of the clnldren.'

the alarm of the oﬂicers,awho came tmseeL a shelter by -us, half-na-',

oed the rrn:l of my,, _he,.rt left me _ no time to thml. of my, fears 1
rushed to the wmdow, and burs lt open, and then saw thut thie
stables, opposite tiie house, had been crushed and that- the ‘Roman
tower was the only thmn' left standing on that side.
was ‘to'carry off to the tower the mothier of my. beloved. Ina
few mmutes, I madea second trip with a second load, a llghter and
a sweeter one, my Faun) She had fainted; T left her with her
mother, and hastened to where duty called me. ;

Meantime, all the inhabitants who Thad escaped from the ;wreck -

" of their houses, had assembled, the curate in the mldst, in his sur-
plice, holding up the image of our Dnme Redeemer; all kneel-
ing in the snow, bare-headed, rcpeatmg in concert the terrible me-
lody of the Dies i irac, dies illa, which was accompanied by the far-
off echoes of avalanches that were yet rol hnn- lhrou.gh the valleys.
The pale rays of the moon hghtnd up this seene, the most impres-
sive T have ever witnessed, and one calculated to touch every
heart,
«To the tocsm [ cned the hoa.rse vo1ces of some hardy ‘moun-
" taineers. '
+ % No, no, we are not safe,” T answered ;
down new avatanches by the sound of your bells 27
All understood me, and in. spite of my extreme youth came, with
tools in hand, to obey my orders. My first object wis to disengage

“do you want to- brmg

the brigade of douaniers, who had passed the night at the Zorps-de-

gardes, as I'had ordered. ‘The doors and windows were covered
under more than ten feet of snow. It was less from csprit-de-corps
that 1 begun ‘with them, than from the efficient aid I should ob-
tain fram these hardy fellows. As soon as the first duty was over,
I looked round for the barack of the gendarmerie : it' had disap-

a

My first care

peared,_ull except the corner farthest from the road; at that 'imgle .

there was a window in which a light was still shining. Tt was the
brigadier’s quarters, and I beﬂ'an to feel & hope of saving him.
Accompanied by one of my men, I crept on my hands and knees

to the spot where we saw the hght, and climbed wrth great labour
~ up the remains of a staircase, which gave us access to the apart-
ment,
~ we saw nothing of the brigadier or his wife; we called them re-
peatedly, but invain. No one answered, except that our shouts

aroused two lovely little girls, who' were sleepmg in the same bed,
and who, it secred, had not been awakened cither. by the roar - of

the avalanche, nor the destruction of a part of the building. The
innocent dn.rlmns, used to bemg caressed by me, stretched out their
, al'l:llS, calling for papa. We wrapped them up carefully, and with
great lobour succeeded in depositing them in the tower,

On entering by the half-opened door, to,our great surpnse ‘

‘lent.cfforts of their horses, strucmhnn- against their fate.

What was the fate of their parents? We did not ascertain until
the next day, when we found their bodies, horribly mutilated, under
the ruins of the barrack. |

During our abisence, a road had been opened to the stables of the
post-ofﬁce, where were licard the groaus of postilions, and the vio-
After

some hours labour, we, succeeded in dlsmterrmn‘ a young postx]mn, !

“named Seiler.’ Tt vms lngh time, for his eyes were filled thhhlood

and he was on the. ver) pomt of suffocation. ,O " of his fe]]ows»
whoslept in the same bed, was less’ fortunate.  He had ho B
time to cry out * Oh God, what is this?” before he was a corps,
Three or four others ‘perished in the stable. .
Day overtook us in the midst of our arduous task ; we were ﬁmly
worn out with fatigue, and the barracks seemed 0 eompletely des-
t_l'O) ed, that we had almost given up the idea of further search in
that quarter, when a loud shout informed us that some fellow crea-
ture required our aid. © The signal came from one of my brave
fellows, Rambaud, who had laxd his ear to the’ snow, and thus been

+ | able to hear a faint mozmmg As soon as his discovery was made

knowu, the. workmen la.boul ed with new zeal but at c¢very stroke
they ran a risk of crushmg the sufftrers under the rums that fell
around us. This forced us to proceed with great caution ; but
Rawmbaud had the presence of mind to open with the spade a kind
of narrow shaft and was let down by a rope at the risk of being
crushed to death among the ruins.

We did not suceeed in communicating with the vietims till eleven
in the morning ; my name uttered by one of them was the first sound-
that reached us. - Two of the gendarmes, Curtz apd Laroo, who

hed been squeezed in between the \vreck of the walls, were the
' onl y ones lett alive, and even they were not yet in sufety

We had
already dragged from.under the ruins the mangled corpses ,of -the
bnrradu_r and his w1fe, and onc of his men, after, tremendous exer-

thl’lS we succeeded in dxsenonmng Curtz and Laroo, Both W ere
severely wounded ¢ urtz in partncular had’ lus head compressed by
12 heavy brick stove, nnd survwed his dehverance only twenty four

v
o lhourc., It scemcd that the brwadler and ls. mte in: thes.r terrpr
ked thh ha'ra.rd eyes, and more than all‘ the danoer that threaten- ) . ’ :

R,

dld not visit the npartments they left, > . B

'I he. uuhappy’ suﬁ'erers bad been burled under the stow twenty-
sv( Tours, yet when wé questicned them them they said they did not
think it was three. * We trusted so much to you I szid poor Curtz,
grasping my hand. .

The avalanche camed own from the Pahaolz mountains, and fore-
ed through the forest that bears the same name ; huge larches such as
four men could not span, were crushed down by it, like straws, It
destroyed the gendmmes barracks, the forge, the public building ;,
then seemed to diverge, and after shaking and partly overthrow-
ing the post station had broken at the base of the Roman tower,
after shoving the stables clean off the ground. '

I will not speak of the unexampled fatiguz and cold we had to’
endure, these were the Jeast part ; we werelucky in being so many,
for if one of us, worn out with toil and watchmg, threw himselfon
the snow, whence he would have waked only in eternity, the rest
would rub his limbs, even beat him, and force him to keep on.
IIow many poor stragaling soldicrs we saw who had perished in
that wayl they were generally seated holding their firelocks; on
their ruddy countenances we could still trace the smile that accom-
nies death by cold. When we reached the convent a still more
melanchely spectacle waited us ; Colonel Pesta, of the first Ita-
lian regiment, and p:art of his staff, had perished in an avalanche,
angl their bodies had just been brought in. . Poor Colanel ! his

‘aged mother was waiting for him at the foot of the Simplon ;- she

fancied that she seon was to clasp in her arms the darling son, whom
the snows of Russia had spared ; he knew it, and in spite of the
advice of the mountaineers, determined to push on. His filial piety
was the causc of his death at twenty-five.

The next day we arrived at Brigg,- and I went on to Sion, to |,

make my repoyt to the prefect. I did not imagine, however, that
I would appear in the character of a visiter from the other world ;
but so it proved. . T was introduced at midnight, and my haggard"
features, which the sufferings I had u_udergone_ had rendered livid,
and on which my guide’s lantern shed a dim light, made the.good
people take me for a spectre. They seemed fairly panic struck and
it was some time before 1 could explain that the report of my death
which had reached them was decidedly premature. The prefect’
was pleased to award us very, high praise; but it can be easily. ima-
gined‘that the great events which happened. soon after, caused our
humble services to be forgotten. Not that I would complain of
this, the only adeqrate reward of such labours is in. the conscious-
ness of having ‘done our duty.— Translated for 1 the New York Mir-
ror,

Jat uurse, holdmg(an mﬁmt hmriher,;mnns,aﬁ)lldxpvédw ;

(e s
had rcpalred to the quarters pﬂthur men and there xhet a fute th.zt [cautiod and dellberat:on, and;dlsnppearedrmt the_h

THE UNKNOWN: \\-::‘;;J_,;;_, |

“ He passed—nor of h!a la.nd or race . °

IInth)eftawkcn oratraco—: ¥, o lio T e
‘This broken tale was all wo know.!” )% . L Fo. e
. . LA anoi. B

" It was lnte in thoavtumn, and Geneva, which® had’bbcn eromded:

(A ,"»}r“"" i

‘with st.rangbrs of various nationsy amongst whom,'asu'suall“ thc; tun{-
“ber of English by far predominated,; was’ now:- neurly:.desertcd by
“its Hying visitants, who: passed on {heir: way'toJElerenee,,Rome ort

Vienna; thé mountains.were.no longer\people sveitlmany; éoloured] .

"bonnets, andwell-made coats; nor- every pdint’ of: view, mfeste(l
-with lionizers and sketchers,:a” few, however, still’ lmgered cand

some of them intended to pass the winter thereT-I-wns of, ;the lnt- .
ter number, for I was an mvnhd and had been recm’nmended v

e . !

“ To breathnabrond tho mounuun air, ‘ el

Fresh from thc vlgorpus north "o Z PN
And I was amazed by watclnnrr the endless diversity of that thing
called “sociefy, which,-like the forms in a kaleidescope, is conti-
nually changing its ‘new tints and ‘combinations. As our. circle.
beeame smaller, the love of talking of our neighbors’ affairs scemetd
to-increase, curiosity grew more keen as the means of gratifying it

v

" diminished, and arrivals, departures, and flirtations, rose to double

value in public estimation.  Accordingly T found myself watching
with considerable interest, the approach of a handsome travelling
carriage, which drove up to the door of the hotel, at the window of
which I was sitting, with 0-book in my hand which I was supposeil
to be rea(linfr It was a large bcrlme, of foreign build, withoyt
arms, crest, of “eypher——a whiskered couuel, a smart ladics m’ud
andthe usual complement of bandboxes, crowned the outtpde wlulr-
from within, there descended, first, 2 young mus so mnuflled up ini,

fur. cloak and travelling cap, that nothing, but his nose was, vml)le ¥e o0

me from catehmrr even, a: glu{rylpse of . heLr fentures. Ly
the fur cloak end travelhno- cip asslsted to ah;:ht wi
almost carr) mg Jitfrom | the carrjage-into thel'hpt, '

,1{ pibbx

my hat and wandered out to- takomy. usualprmnbnadwde,yw@ég ;Ms'-
I was,returnmg home, T met the hew arrivals] usﬁmsu.inm:lorgxy*o 3

enjoy the calm, purc evening air.  Tlic young.mannvas of the! nnd- ‘

- dle size, slender, dark, and pele ;-but the lady -soon engrosst.d nly

whole attention ; shewas, 1 thmk, one of the’ luvehest creatured I
over beheld ; her beauty was of that sort which - it is impossible to
classas belonging to any particular country. - This: :1guch, 'onlyd.
was certain. of, that in w: hatever land she had been horh, she 3 was of
the first rank of society in it... “Fhese bandsome strangers were the:
ohjccts of much inquiry ; but very little could be discovered..
whiskered courier, and the-smart ladJes-m'ud set oft for Parls the
very next day ; and when they werc asked who their’ master and
mistress were, they replied, they knew nothingcabout<them ; they
had been hired in Paris to attend them to Geneva ; that the gentle-
man-was called in the passport,
and the lady Madame la Baron; und this was all they knew. It
was no use applymg to the fat nursc, for she was & Swiss,” and en-"
gaged by them after thelr arrival in the countly ; thoy éontmued
to reside’in the most fashionable, and consequently the dearest hofel .
in Geneva, without any apparent wish of avoxdmg expense in' théir
way of life. They reccived no communications* from- without-—
and; except to take their evening walk, never left their uparl-

'

The

’
P

ments. .
The Baron took several journe)s, the longest of which.did not

last more than four days, when he returned, the delighit’' he appa-
rently felt at sceing his wifé, seemed to restore all liis cheertulness, -
but on the morrow he relaps"d into melancholy, nor 1as -the ba-.
roness more free from it, though shie suceceded better i in concealing
it; more than once 1 surprzsed ‘her in- so profound a veverie, that.
she did not hear me open the ddor ; and one day in particular, du-
ring the absence of the baron, I perccived her, as I entered the

 apartment, seated at a table, one hand supporting her head; and the
1 other holdmg soinething whlch “was gazed on with mournful inten-

sity, that seemed to cull up the visible forms of those, whosver they
were, which Tiar record presented’ to .her mind. Ier cheek was

1 pale as marble and her brow contracted- like onc in pain, but who

was determined to endure with ﬁrmness. ‘ Lo
She started when she saw me, and affecting to 'stoop over hér
child, who was seated on the sofa near lier, arranged: the cushions
round him; and whenshe looked up to welcome me, she Lad no-
thmg in her hand but the embroxdery '

That she might not suppose Ihad observed hcr 8glt8.t10ﬂ, I gaily’
assured her that I was so much nbsorbcd in admiration. of‘ her sdn
as to have neither’ eyes nor cars for an§ one' else. *She' tritd“to-

ll,

,.'-.'

- (W

Monseiur le Baron de Clairville,
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