
Ju~u 27, 1888. TIIX CIBIU 11CR GPkRDIÀN.
perience, ascribing te them exactly the same
feelings as we have, is a great mistake. Iñ se
far as they pleased God it was undoubtedly by
faith; but whilst the principle of faith or trust
in God romains nnchanged, the knowledge of
the B3eing trusted may ho very different; and
therefore the effects of faith, in se far ae they
depend upon.guch knowledge, may be very dif-
forent. To us God is much more perfectly re-
% ealed than He was to. Abraham, and, there-
foi e, though our faith be the same as Abra-
ham's, its effects, in se far as they depend on
knowledge, ought te be aiuch higher and purer.
What he probably regarded as no offence at all
-I mean the deceit he practised about Sarah,
and of which he is never said to have repented,
-would to a Christian who is better taught,
and knows more clearly the nature and the ne-
cessity of truth, ho a moet grievous sin. Se
again, what to Jael seemed lawful, and te Debo-
rah actually laudable, the treacherous murder
of an enemy, is utterly forbidden bv the Gospel,
and eau never rightly be imitated. We approve
of thestrength of the faith which animated Da-
borah, and perhaps Jael, of thei& attachment te
the people and the cause of God; but we are
pot allowed te imitate the bloody deed wbich
their imperfect knowledge permitted Jael to
perpetuate, and Deborah, te praise. The igno-
rance of His ancient people and ministers God
doubtless overlooked, even as St. Paul tells us
He overlooks the ignorance of all thoso heathen
who have never had the means of knowing
God, for unto whom little is given, of him will
little be required ; but such ignorance we could
not plead. And he that reaxds the Old Testa-
ment without remembering the great principle
that it is the history of the education of a cor-
tain raceb chosen te preserve and develope the
knowledge of God and the consciousness of sin,
till the falness of the time sbould corne when
both the knowledge of God and the conscious-
ness of sin should be coipleted in the Person
of the Saviour; he that rends it as the history
of something perfect instead of whatit really is,
the history of something progressive and incùm-
plete, will read it not te edification, but to mis-
cbief, und will probably derive from its pages,
not the consolation it was intended te afford
firon watching the gradual ripening of the de-
tigns of God, and rnarking how they were car-
ried out in spite of their being apparorttly de-
feated for a time -but an austere and cruel su-
perstition, which would apply te Christiain, all
the commanda isued for temporary purposesto
t.he Jewe, and would thus retrograde from the
fulli rion-tide of the Gospel te the dim twilight
ofthe law, seeking its chief incentive from the
temporal chastisements, and its chief rl'es of
life froi the imperfect and.,partly ceremonial
code givon to a people whde highest prophet,
according te Christ, was lower than the lowest
Christian in knowledge, in privileges, and
therefore in responsibility.-Irih Ecclesiastical
Gazette.

UNITY OF CHRLSTIANS.

Among those subjects which are attracting
the espeoial attention of all " who profess and
calt themelves Christians," that of Christian
unity challengés for itself, and i.3 entitled to,
the first place. To .hose who ever stop te con-
sider what issues for the human race our
Lord's own wo-ds dectare te b connected with
it, it cannot but bu invested with ûn almost awful
interest. " Tat they all may be one, as Thou
Father r.et in Me and I ii Thee, that they ali>
may be one in Us, ibiat Lhe world may believe
that Thou hast sont Xe; " so prayed the Son
of God and the Son of Man, in that prayer in
which Re consecrated Himself s the One Sac-
rifice for the sins of the whole world, before
He went forth te the gardon of His agony.

Some yeara ago, many persons seemed to
-think that those words had little, if any, mean-

ing ; and, at all events, that what was prayed
for could have no actual bearing on the con-
version of the world to " the Faith in Christ."
We used te hoar a great deal said about the ad-
vantages of and desirableness of. the divisions
of Cbristendom, as stimulating a "l wholesome
competition"' and provoking "unto love and to
good works." We hear next te nothing of all
this now. Bitter experience has proved that
the stimulus is to unwholesome rivalry in-
stead of wholesome competition; and that the
provocation is far more to "wrath and anger
and clamor and evil speaking " than to "'love
and good works."

It is somthing-it is, indeed, much-to
have got beyond such denial and neglect of our
Lord's own words and such unreasoned and
unreasonable theories, or whatever they are
to be called. There is, and we cannot bo too
thankful for it, a wide-spread feeling that unity
among those who name "the Name whieh is
above every rame," is net only a necessity for
the full life of the Church i teolf, bat a perquisite,
also,for the conversion of the world. 8tiroly
this is an immense advance in the right dir-
ection, and full of hope for the future. The
convie ions of which I have spoken are working
throughout Christendom in all its scattered
portions, and I believe they are deepening and
strengthening with every passing year. If
any exception te thoir universality is to be
found, it must be sought where the intellects
and seuls of mun are held in the graap of the
false and nisnarned unity of ltramontaniim;
that unity which has beu aptly compaired te
the unity of a corpse, rigid and moveloss in the
sleep of death; oe the unity of the, natural
world when it is bound in fetters of ice and
buried under heaps of snow. Who can dou bt
that this stirring of hearte, realling what Eze-
kiel saw in his vision of the valley of the dry
boues, is the breath of God the Holy Ghost ?
Who eau repress the hope and prayer that,
one day, it may be said of the fragments thus
breathed upon, that " 1.be breath carne into
them, and they lived and stood up upon thoir
feet, a mighty army, an exceeding great
army "? When this comes to paso it witt come
ut a time not expected by mon, and by methode
and agoncies net of their devising. The " Fin-
ger of God's hand," and nothing else,

Witt knit the bonds of peace and love
Throughout all Christian lands.

Just in proportion to the depth and eariest-
ness of these convictions and hopes must and
will be the danger of impatience, the danger of
being unwilling Io wait for the Lord's lcading,
of putting into operation individual plans and
fancies of our own, of fearing that if our eyes
do net behold the eagerly desired result, it witl
never b. seen at all. Foi, in truth. impatience
and an over-esimation of individual plans and
methode of action are among the besetting

evils of the period in which we live. When-
ever that organic unity which the Church lost
because of sin shait be restored, it wili, as was
just said, be at a time unexpocted by men, and
by methods other than those which men have
contrived. As " when the fuluess of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a
wmaun, made under the law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption of sons, "sa wili it be then :
it will be, in very deed, "the Lord's doing and
marvellous in our eyes. "

Do I mean in saying this te say, alsc, that
we are te do nothing, that no duty devolves on
us, that we are te remain absolutely passive
and inert ? Far from it. Without saying any-
thing of what has been dono synodical!y, by
the Episcopal Declaration and the appointment
by our late General Convention of a joint com-
mission on Christin unity which is te report
next year, there is much-nothing perhaps
very striking, showy or aensational, but effect-
ive for all that-which can be doue by individ-
nais, indeed by every one of us.

First of all, wo eau avoid for ourse vue and

disoourage in others that bard, narrow, and
really Donatistie temper, whtoh is sometimes
mistaken for Churohmanship. We eau rcog-
nize truth and good ness wherever they are, and
in devout thankfulness to God, re onie thom
as the fruit of the Holy Spirit, whil ie, as St
Augustine says, "the soul of the Churoh. "
And we can do this without ranning into that
loose latitudinarianism which (forgetting that
Christianity came into, and was propagated in,
the world net as an abstract idea but a con.
crete and visible institution), will hear nothing
and know nothing of an organio unity of the
body of Christ. It was well said by one who
will not be suspected of undervaluing this or-
ganie unity, " Holy Sri pture sets forth, what
Christians, as individuals or collectively sa the
living body of Christ, ought to be; but it does
not say what degree of short coming shall for-
feit the blessings of the gospel ;" and again
" It is safer for us to widen the pale of God's
kingdom than deny the fruits of the Spirit. "*

In the next place, there are many occasions,
opportunities and undertakings in which the
membera of different Christian bodies can meet
and work togothor, and in this intercourse and
interchange learn to know each other better,
and te get rid of a thonsanels prejudices and
falseojudgmenta. Who can undertake to say
how much these stand in the way of the unity
of Christendom?

Above al], my brethren, thero is that might-
iest weapon which all of us can wiold, instant,
honest, earnest prayer. H ad there been less
planning and more praying, we should, I fully
believe, be in far better case than we are now.
Suppose, now for instance, that on every Thtnrs-
day, the day on which the grat sacrament of
unity was instituted, that beautiful and coin-
prehensive collect for unity which wili, I trust.
soon be found in our own Prayer Book, had
been used in private devotions, ut family wor-
ship and in public services, who can estimate
the results that might have followed? We
should have Lad, no doubt, fower elaborate es-
says, fewer proposed panaceas, but we should
assuredly have had in their place sonething
vastly better and more effentive.

What I would specially deprocate just now,
as tending not to assist, but te embarrass future
action, is the adoption of and acting on individ-
ual plans for promoting, the end desired. Such
plans are always likely te bave an importance
ascribed te them by those who orginate and
dwell on them, greater than they are entitled
to. And since it was in just such ways, and by
juet such acts, that the divisions of Obrieten-
dom began, it is hardly likely that they will be
of much use in rebtoring that the loss of which
se largely orginated with them.

Especially in cases where, in regard to any
plans that commend themselves te us, thore
may h reasonable doubt whether they do net
conflict with canonical provisions which we
are bound to obey, the doubt, I must think,
should be given net on the bide of our own
wishes, but on the side of strict interpretation
of the law. We cannot safely adopt any lino
of action that may land us biforo we know it
in some form of the theory of Probabiliam.
Nor can it ever be weil, in anxiety for unity
among all, to be wanting in consideration for
those who are of our own household of Faith,
and se te give occasion te strife and division
among them. They are, surely, entitled to as
much considoration as any othera eau be.-From
the Convention Address made by the Bshop
of Connecticut, Inne 12, I888.

•Blshop For bea, of Brechin.

WILL SUBSCRIBERS PLEASE NOTE TeUr

THE ANNWAL SB5oaIrrTioN to thie Paper ia
$1.50, but IF PAID STRICTLY IN AD.
VANCE a reduction of FITY CENTI is allOwed.
Bat te soeur@ this, remittance must be inadeo,
direct te this ofice, and FERE OF COLLECT. .,
ING OR AGENCY CAARGHS.

TER CHURCH GUA RDIAN.J1û» 27, 1M8.


