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THE CHURCH AND THE. OHILDREN, A WORD TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL °|Many a one whose faith is strongin the hott
PN ' —_— T o . TEACHERS. v of dissolution, -is- dismayed, -everwhelmed  in -

stubborn opposition as in the breasts of children,
and that no work yields & richer revenue of

spirifual results than that bestowed on this fer-

tileand promising field. We are .coming to
feel, as well 85 see, that we cannot save the
world by saving manhood. True, we are not
10" neglect manhood, but we are to give more
attention to childhood. Eli needed to be
walded- up the third time before he “perceived

“that the Lord had called the child.” That

. - Chureb is dozing,

. diviné call.

if not sleeping, that fails to
in the “signs of the times” the ssme
When Jesus said “Suffer little
children to come unto Me,” He mesnt more
than to have us afford them the negative help
of ‘standing out of the way. Standing rather
in 'the place of Christ, the Church shouid ecall
the children to her arms,

. From whatever quarter the lingered skep-
ticigm on this point comes, it is not from the
Bible, the nature of childbood, nor the his-
tory of ilfe Church. God's covenant with
Abraham, the magna charta of the Church of
the old dispensation, emphatically embraced
within it the children of the patriarch. The
Christian dispensation broadened rather than

-raad

narrowed the older covenant, It not only in-

cluded children, but it made them, in a sonse, &

~ type end model, after which maturer disciples

[

“dren can walk in, bui we
.-must stoap to eanter.” ..

wore to copy. Holding up a child, dimpled
and blushing, a8 a living text, Jesus taught,
not that children must wait till maturity {o
onter His Kingdom, but rather that maturity
must turn back again to the spirit and temper
of childhood to enter the gateway of His fold.
“Of guch is the Kingdom of Heaven.” That
¢“‘/multitude which no mar can number,” is com-
posed of those who are children in age or chil-
dren in character. Some one says, “The door
into Christ's f51d is about three feet high ; chil-
who are grown
Love, trust and obedience are the three con-
ditions of salvation. Loving, trusting obey-
ing ave the three prominent characteristics of
childhood. What wonder, then, that the young
go often and so readily become disciples of
Chrigt.—Ezxchange.

Wise Wonps.—We are not disposed, says
Church Press (N.Y.), to join in any hue and
cry agoinst a priest of the Church who might
differ from us upon theological or ritualistic
questions, or who may choose to introduce a
praetice which borders upon innovation, with
& view of increasing the order, and devntion,
and cfficiency of the Church, so long as it does
not contravene the essential principles and for-
mularies of the Chureh, There is, possibly, too
great a tendoncy to suspect of heresy or super-
stition those who take an independent view of
Church quostions ; and both the peace and pro-
gross of the Church are hindered by very need-
Tess disputes nbout matters of ceremony or ter-
minology. Itis well for us all to manifest a
little more freely and fully that “most excel-
lent gift of charity, which is the very bond of
‘peace and of all virtue,” and one of whose chief
oharncteristics is that it “thinketh no evil.”
We must think, and let think,

AnoTHER subscriber, renewing for self and

ordering a copy for a friend, writes: “I hope

this will biing you o permanent subscriber, as
Iham sure thgyywill ncﬁ bo able to give it (the
GUARDIAN) up at the ond of the year. I wish
all.chnroh people would think it a duty as well
‘ag o pleasure to. take so good a paper; and—
.gubsoribers may speak, may they notl—I

wanted to say how sincerely we like and admire

-thio absence of sharp unchristian sarcasm so sad

_ to see in the discussion of religious matters,”

.-

A

The following extract from an addvess de-
livered at & Sonday-school Institaie meeting is
commended to those interested in Snnday-
school work:— ' i

Teachers must first decide what they want
to.do. They are to work with the rector in
impressing on the child’s mind the most fun-
damental truths, to lead to confirmation, and
to, dispose the pupil to take & strong stand as
Christ's faithful soldier and servant to his life's
end. The teacher should be sure that his task
is work, not play. He should take hold of it
in a workmanlike way. He should weigh the
importance of his office and be in earnest. He
shouid allow nothing to interfere. No pleasur-
able engagements are broken on account of the
same flimsy excuses that teachers often give.
Such excuses are childish, unmanly, unwoman-
ly, they are immature. Suppose & man should
ran his business in such a fashion! Where
would he be in a month, or even in six days ?
The teacher often comes at the last moment, to
ask where the lesson is. The root of the diffi-
culty is that the Christian work is not taken
up with seriousness and earnestness,

A second qualification relates to character.
The teacher to often doesn't care.” But he
should eare, ard can’t do good work until he
does care. He should have conrage, hopeful-
ness, enthusiasm. Enthugiasm is most impor-
tant, Have you your work enough at heart
to want to do it better ? If this is the temper,
do try to cultivate cheerfulness and hopeful-
ness. Do not say, “I can’t awaken the inter-
est I wish to. I am not the right person, have
not the right gifta." God is not a taskmaster,
exacting what we cannot give. He takes us
a8 we are now. He'expects us t0 work, wants
our work, not that of some onc olsa. Dom't
worry that you can't do some other one's task.
Wo are not responsible for some things. T.ook
up, not down. Lamy before God the best you
have and can do, and then be couragecus and
hopefal. The , speaker then took the word
Teacher as a sort of text, and drew ouf the
lesson from words of which the letters are in-
itials, T is for Talk, don’t preach. E is for
Euplain, take up details and make a picture
out of them. A4 is for Apply, not in class but
outside. C is for Catechize, i.e., question. A
question opens a window and lets in light. X
is for Having patience and Holding on. R is
for Responsibility for earnest work., Respon-
sibility and duty should flower into privilege.
There i8 joy in impressing God’s truth on the
heart of the young.—The North East,

- THE WEEK OF DEATH-SHADE,

The power of Holy Week fo elevate and
strengthen humanity lies in its witness of the
divine self-identification with man in the hour
of bitterest agony. It is witness of the mean-
ing of the Psalmist's knowledge of the com-
fort of the rod and staff of God in the valley
of death-shade, For it is not the hour of death
that tries men’s souls, but the gloomy valley
of the Shadow of Death: when the darkness
of death, ns death would be had not Christ
died, is projected into this life with its crushing
weight of hopeless woe. Many a one who has
stroggled to the gate of death, in terrified
agony and pain, is ready to cry “it is finished”
with a sense of rest and thankfulness that it is
nearly over. But death in all its possibilities
and most terrible meaning,—death as God
knows it—apprebended by the soul, sustained
by all the viger of the fullest physical life,
with its instinctive resistence to the thought of
extinetion or worse, is “a horror of deep
darkness” that is crushing in its heaviness,

the time of bitter darkness while life is strong.
Theun the hold on Christ is lost, The night en- -
compasseth and the compass faile to guide.
The roaring only continneth which may be the
token of the wind that will overwhelm, the
wave that will engulf, or the raging surf that
will swallow up our precions bark—and He
seems asleep. Here lies the weakness born
of the independent self-reliance of our modern
life, We can surrender when death comes to
lay us low and find our comfort at the last in
submission to the Father’s will. But to-day
we fight, resist and struggle. We sommon
our manhood to sustain, our courage or stoi-
cism to, bear us throngh. We agonize and
sweat the blood-drops, but the angels come not
to minister to us, becausa we have not risen to
the grandeur of the ¢ Father not my will bat
Thine.” To teach this lesson, which the world
has always needed, but never more than now,
Holy Week is kept with its awful memories.
Lent, rightly tunderstood, teaches not marely
o temporary. experience of living, but the very
story of life, man struggling against odds with
sin. Aund Holy Week and Good Friday, veveal
not merely God suffering for man-—we none of
us doubt that witness—but God once and al-
ways in sympathy and power, suffering with
man, and in that companionship in sorrow be-
stowing the abiding presence—nearest when
the night is darkest. What utter sadness must
come 1o the Saviowr’s loving heart, as so oft
His children, saved truly now, saved conscious-
ly at last, in Him—yet lose the comfort which
to-day is theirs and which to-day He longs to
bestow, by endeavoring that which He only
could do, the treading of the wine-press alone,
the standing in the fiery furnace without the
conscious presence of One whose form is like
the Son of man.

Lent fails, Lent must fail, if it cometh to
us 35 4 passiug seuson. But Lent grasped as
a revelation of life here, will deepen into the
awful sadness, that is glorious with the Master’s
presence, of the Conflict, the Garden snd the
Cross, will lead through the death of the old
into the eternal hirth of the new, and make
Baster the assurance unto us, in all darkness
that life yet holds in store, of Him, who knew
the depth of agony and its issue into the Kter-
nal Day, in whom we live and hy whom we
are unterrified though the darkness be heavy
upoen us, ag itso links us to Him that we real-
ize, and need to realize nothing save * Jesus
(énly” with ourselves,—The Church Record,

onn.

A REernicrous paper makes fifty-two pastoral
visits every year to every family on its lists, It
preaches innumerable se-mons on every sub-

"[ject of Gospel truth and duty. When you in-

duce » family to take a good paper you make
fifty-two visits at once, preach sermons by the
score, tell the Church news in & lnmp, and do
good by the wholesale.

T0 CORRESPDNDENTS AND OTHERS.

Owing to the special plan adopted for this
week, we have been obliged to hold over a

guantity of interesting matter Home Field and
Correspondence, v

~ NOTICE
TOSUBSCRIBERS.

REMITTANCES TO US, axo PAYMENTS
TO AGENTS, ror Suesorrrrions AFTER DUE
DATE, (whether within Thirty days or not), do
not come within the Dollar Rate. It applies
ONLY to Subscriptions paid STRICTLY IN
ADVANCE. All arrears must be paid up at
the rate of $1.50 per annum. r




