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~OUR POSITION,

—

WE are sometimes told that we cannot
make this paper o success unless we make
it o party ergam. Our positien of inde-

.pendence and liberality has been ridi-
culed, but we arc well content when we
find s0 many expressing their approval of
our course. We thought we Anew that
tho great body of Church people were
weary of this constant etrife, or else wero
so indifforent te it, that it wns the kind
of reading for which they would not
subseribe. Our success and the testi-
mony we are receiving prove that we
were right. It is not that we do mnot
hold principles flrmly, but we are uot
disposed to let non-essentials be magni-
fied and exaggerated, and allowed to take
the place of the essomtinls, We may
consider some things importent and es-
sential that others do not, but we propose
not to give prominence or spaco to mat-
tors of opiuion or taste to the exclusion
of more importont things. We wore
much strnck by the coneluding words of
a apeech of the learnod Bishop of Win-
chester (Hirold Browne) at the late Cou-
gress : * Above all,” he enid, ““lot us not
encourago those tremendous vngines of
the ovil one-—purh[ newspupers, and party
magazines." (Loud cheers). We havel’
no desire to be & “tremendous engine of
“the ovil one,” so ‘we shall pursua the
tenor of our way, trusting that it will
counnond ilgelf to a large number of our
readers who hold viewa which the Bishop
has 80 ngoxousl) cxpressod

PREPARAI‘ION OF CA\'DIDATLS
FOR HOLY ORDERS.

CaxoNy Norris, at the Swansea Con-
gress, mentioned three deficioncies in the
preparation for the ministry, which may
woll engage our atfention. The firat was
a deficiency in & ¢ scientific, that is an ac-
curate knowledge of theology.” The
Canon strikes at the root of a very im-
portant mattor. Our young men obtain
a certain amount of professional training
for their work, but it appears to us thore
is 8 lack of simple and elementary -in-,
Struction after a dofinite plan, which shall
include primarily a thorough kuowledge
of the English Bible and Prayer Beok.
It is too oftom takem for granted that n
young man is well grounded, and he is at
onco put to-the study ef works which
imply a knowledge of ithe relation ¢f ele-
mentary truths to one agother which he
dees not posseas, -To meet to some ex-
tent this want, Canon Norris bas himself
written “ Rudiments of Theology" for the
wse of his stademts, which should bo
well learnt by all candidates. We will
let the Canon state the pomt in hxs own
worda: .
" Wt e goonhthedeﬁmncy thnt wel.

20th. A wanmt of dogmatic theoly 1
gv h:out of: h{:n the: mo;'g s

tors in Swaneea had Jearned the scientific
menning of the terma- “they [ are so -con-
stantly usm"—sacmmontal grace, Tegene-

.| ration, 1ustlﬁcahon, sanctifieation—half

their differences would be found to- hnva
evaporated.”

The older we grew the mare stronnly
we feel on this matter; - The grent weak-
ness of Christianity to- dny on’ this Con-
tinent is tho want of some place, Parish
School it would haye to.be, where our
boys and girls can be theroughly taught
overy day the Bible and  Scriptare Histo-
ry -in .o course of graded imsiructien.
"Then our young mer would have a foun-
dation to build on. The sccond defecs is
the lack of habits formed, and character
trained for the ministry. ~And the third
is the want which tho Canon sees of men
drawn from “the sod and clod of our
villnges.” In this country our weakness
is the vory reverse. We draw moro from
our farms, and less from- the sons of the
wealthy classes, It is difficull, owing te
the uncertain prospects aud anomalous
position of the ministry here, to induce
the highly sducated and ambitious young
men to enter their Mastor's service. We
want all classes, and we may woll reflect
why it is, either in England er the Colo-
nies, that any enc class of people is not
found to offer themselves for ministerial
work. There are other matters whick
are most important im cennexion with
this whole subject. What an advantage
would be gained if Deacons wers or-
dained at 21 yoars of age, and obliged to
apend three yotrs in the Diaconate, or
that o Doacon should be obliged to spend
ono year in study amd parochial work
with sewe experienced clorgyman, It is
unfair to most men to tramsfer themin
the apace of a few waeks: from Collsge
life, or from the private circle, to the
carcs, problems, and responsibilities of an
avornge Parish. Prdctical training for the
daily work of, Parishes is a necessity, arid
for want of it a man will suffer for years,
and willonly learn from bitter experience,
and after many mistakes, that which a
little ndvice from an oxpononced pwstor
would have taught himwhen he first
started on his career.: It is well to form
a Divinity School and support it, and
obtain young mien to recruit the ranks of
the clirgy. One is about to be gstab.
lished in Fredericton. We have no ob-
jection to make to it, though our private/:
opinion is that a well-appointed -Central
Divinity School, with a goed stafl’ of
Professors, is, for many ronsons, profern-
blo to:a number of achools, cach of which
is supplied with one man wha is expected
to impart everything. But we do hope
ihat such a coursa of doctrinal and prac-
tical imstruction will be framed, as to
train_the men, and give them sn acourate
knowledge of theology, and some expe-
rience in practical work.

.WHILE on this subjact we feal called
upon, in justice to the President of
King's College, Windser, N. 8., te point
out that the views, and, in fact, almost the
very words of the master of the Temple,]
Dr. Vaughan, to which we gave promi-
mence in -our issue. of the  27th Nov.,
were expressed by Cagon Dart as far back
as 1§76, in the very admirable addr
delivered at the Enccenia of that year."
1t will be seen; by comparing the two,
that President Darb anhclpated Dr.
Vauighiarjs rémarks, gr, rather, that ‘both
thoss gentlemay, altke with. very many
other thoughtful. minds, haye been fully
alive to the great advaniage® of -a gerieral
University edueatxon for theolegical stu-
dente. .

" This Being 4 lnbjeet of lmeh ‘practioal

unpothm mghmhmthmhmr-‘
mm,u’l‘l‘iﬁg’b Loﬂcge,mdm wmthalukawmm of the Chureh, wo]pr
owtnut woult,i g0 80 heal cupping am hagh s plece in the edusetionjues moie than emough: for calling down|

of our Church youﬂl it is- gmhfym« to

stood by those to whom are entrusted the
tmmmg of ‘our future clergy.” ‘
* President Dart in his address smd

4Tt is well that young men destined
for different pursuits should be thus
thrown together to make the College ‘so
far.as. posslble a microeosm of the world
And it is perhaps especially heneficial to

| Divinity Students to be thus brought into

contact with other minds.’ Whatever
ndvnntages may be derived from the
course in & Thieological College as sup-
plementary. " to tho Liberal Education

no substitute for the latter, A more ex-

tensive acquaintance
would be purchased teo dearly at the éx-
pense of the power of understanding other
classes of men, and sympnthnm" with
their pursuits which ¢an only be derived
by personal iitercourse with them im
youth. The ciwuse of the grent influence
which the clergy of the Church of Eng-
land exercise upon their countrymen is
to be found in the training the majority
of them kave received in ‘the free life of
the great universities, and on the other
hand, we are told by observers not hostile
to the Church of Rome, that one Teason
for the general alienatien of the upper
and middle classes in France from their
Church, is to be found in the Seminary
system by which the priesthood are edu-
cated from the laity.”
e —————

COMMERCIAL DISTRESS.

A rorrioN of the secular press of Bt,
John, N. B., has been discussing the
question, ¢ What shall we do to be
saved 1" in respact of the distressed state
of trade, and financial troubles which
now abound everywhere. Various am-
swers have been given. - Some, thinking
that Parliaments are omnipotent, and that
Prime Ministers are the physiciams of the
national henlth, bitterly complain of the
course of legislation. Others advocate
schemes of different kinds, but nome of
those which have been propoumded seem
to commond themselves to the judg-
ment of practical wen. No solution eut
of present difficultios hes been found,
and we still hear all yound the. cry of
irouble, “poverty, and  distress. . Men
have been hoping ngainst hope that bet-
ter' diys wero coming, but season- after
season. has rolled round and matters have
grown worse rather than better, So. ex-
ceptional a state, we nre convinced, calls
for mote serious reflection than the secu-
lir prese will be inclined to give it, and
the real answer to the question rmised
wll be found in censiderations which
would not there be advocated. Believing
in an overruling Providence, it is abund-
antly clear that our trade and commerce
have been blighted for national sin.  T'em-
poral calamities are not to be accounted
for by mere want of foresight, or politi-
eal blundering, they are, what they have
always been, Divine visitations om ac-
count of sin. 'We profess to be a Chris-
tian country, indeed so great a blessing
do wo aflect to hold Christianity, that we
send out missionaries to convert the hea-
then to its tenets, and turn them away
from their idolatry and abominable prac-
tices. But what is the record of our own
life? There is & our ‘midst, -on eévery
side, 1dolntry of the worst descnghon,
for the sin of coveteusmess is idelatry.
There are in overy. city, ard throughout
the c#untry, dens of lust,—plague spots
of the deepest dye. Thers is drunken-
aess—the seed-plot of every crime—the
pnmulmg vice of all classes of seciety.
There is " extravagance, flowing like a
mighty river through our land, and ab-]
sorbing precious talents in ministering to
sin. There is, on_the other hand, littls
clear, pronounced Christian work, and too
little Chrietign manxers. The woralup
o6f Almighty Gon<--the first duty-of man
—i8-but mporfect.ly ‘Cuderstosd by pro-
fessing Chmhanso In t};o sin that ia].

ofthebluud(}papolofoukedm

supplied by‘a University, the forrier isj.
with  Theology|

fisunted before odr eyes, in’ the ‘unbslief} '

upon us Dwme visitations. - “The streains
and Giver of all might be sou"ht “Itis
no chance-that has happened Ttis no
ordmary occurrence. It may be, we are
well aware, iraced to matural cauxes, but
these are but secondary, and we sre anx-
jous to call attention to the true reason of
the present distress that- the true remedy
may be found.. "It is in ceasing -from
man whose breath is in his” nostrils, and
in. walking henceforth in ‘the fear and
love-of the Lord. . _
f——
A PERSO\'AL MA'lTER.

WEe- must, “in all meel\.ness and gen-
tleness,” suggest to the Standard of- the
Cross the prepriety of giving this paper
credit for the articles om Foreign Mie-
gions, with which for the past few months
it has greatly edified and instructed its
readers, When we mention that these
articles have been prepared by a lady
member of the Church ix New Brums-
wick, especially for our celumns, and
that over them very much time of an
active and busy life has been spent, we
think our readers will agree with us that
we should at least receive proper recog-
nition .as the source from whence they
originated. 'We congratulnate ourselves
upon the fact, that so many of our arti-
cles (though too frequently without credit
being given) have been noticed abroad.
—_— —— ]

ADVENT.

WaiLE the Advent Season must ever
be a very solemn one, suggestive as it is
of the flight of time, and of the unwor-
thy and.wasted, lives which we have
been leading, still it is not, and ought
not to be so much a season of penitential
sorrow, ns of Christian Joy and Hope.

It is a mast blessed and happy thought
that soon we are to commemorate the
Advent of earth's Deliverer. That while
we are groaning under the weight of our
sins, bowed down with thic many cares,
nnd pains, and serrows of thia.world, One
is coming Whe, in His.own Person and
by His own Presence Eighteen Hundred
and Soventy-Nine years ago, brought
salvation, lifted the mighty- burthen
of man's gin, gave. relief frem: care, . -and
made pdin. and : sorrow to cease,” ‘What
Joy to know that this is no mere idle tale
or dream, but a great TRUTH, and that our
Gop was once made man *to preach the
Gospel 1o the poor, te keal -the. broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance. to': the
captives, and recovery of sight to™ the
blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised”; and that new, as then, He is
the sinner's Friend, and the Hope of the
World. - That now, as when He was on
the eartk, men—with all their' sins upon
them, if with penitenit hearte—may. go to
Him, and find Pardon and Peace.

Well -may the Church get ready to
®ldeck herself in festive colors, amd te ‘put
or her most joyous garb, for unto us will
soon be born a “Saviour who is Chnst
the Lord.”

. Oh, let ua then prepare our heart.s to
reecive such a Guest. If He does mot|-
come in bodily presence, yet "He' will
come, if we. pray for Him, and have
faith in Him, as  really and “os truly as
He showed Himeelf te His disciples, in

the Pmyers',' and in the breaking
of the Bread. - Let us come te Hix,
and bow dggvm -before Him, and adore
Him, and | to His aemce, and g glonfy

and praise His Holy Nawe. -~

. And if we so long for me 0%, and
pxopare for Hini now, He' will enter in
and Ye our Guest, and stay, . wth us

rowing hours: of life, and will' at lnat
comie “again to hke us *.mio Hmse.f,
"ﬂm where He' i,

of prosperity are dried up t tlmt the Sourca|.

through al] ke changu:g scenoa and sor. |

.1 Tha bhumh of Englind ia th
hma Provmcea, of which - tln's pa

THE CA\'ADIA\ CHURCH PRESS

Tae Clerical Gmde gives the followmn
as the Church of En"land periodicals
pubhahed in Canada : weekly—-TIze Do-
nitnion Churelonan,’ Toronto; ; Erangelical
Churchman, - Toronto ; - CrORcE GUAR-
piav, Halifax : mbnthly—CHURcu ‘Workg,
Halifax ; Z%e Instructor, Toronto; Dio-
cesan . Gazette, Toronto menmal—-lee
Clerieal. Gu: «de, Ottawa, Of these £OVen
periodicals it i3 curious to nete :that no
less than four are edited by natives of
the Maritime Provinces. The FEvangeli-

|cal Churchman is edited by Rev. Jos. P.

Sheraton, B, A., a native of St.John, N
B. The Clerical Guide is compiled by
Mr. C V. Forster Bliss, son of the late
Rev. C. P. Dliss, a member of n well-
known New DBrunswick family. W,
ourselves, represent equally by birth and
residence Nova Scotin and New Bruns-
wick. The proverbial modesty of éditors
will not allow us to claim a monopely- of
editorial talent for the Provinces-by-the-
sen. Ontario and Quebec are doubtless
hiding their editorial light under a bush-
el, and, after this notice, N. S. and N. B.
will have to look to their laurels.

REFORMED EPISCOPAL. INCON-
SISTENCY.

WE copy the following from a Reform-
ed Episcopal paper. Ifshows the in-
consistency beiween their rules and their
practice. - Their Prayer - Book - denies
that their Bishops are a separate order,
it makes them simply Presbyters elect@d
to an efﬁce, and ealled’ Bishops, but re-
maining Presbyters,  This, kmve.var,
does not satisfy some. who want the whole
system of the Church, as fat as titles and
orders are concerned, who - assume the
title of “Right Reverend” in the face of
their own rules, and who like to face twe
ways. - To the members-of the Church of
England they present themselves as hav-
ing three orders in the Mlmstry ; to the
“dem' brothren” of the denominations,
they have only two Orders. Their Bigh-
ops are only’ Preshyters with - another
name. How very convemmt! The'_"Sx-
tract Wlu speak fox fteolf:—

%

1t ‘is “very. evident - to any carefid
thinker that the pesitien of our Bplsco-
pato is- a very anomalous one.’ While
the Prayer: Book: very carefully: denies
that Bishops belong to 2 soparate order of
he ministry; that they are metely officers,
clected to their office by the vote of: the
body selecting them, the - consecration
sorvico and the habit of mind among: us
causo us to guard them asa separate class
and the effect of their conseération as in-
delible. New here is a‘great inconsisten-
cy, a most striking contradiction: - Eithier
they are preabyters and -only- presbyters,
selected to do the work of & biskop “or
overseer, or they have by their consecra-
tien been forever removed from the rauk
of presbyters, and canmot” reburn thereto.
Tho latter is the theory of the Charch
from which most of ws have come, but
the former is "the ‘ome which Reformed
Episcopallane liave and do meat scrupul-
ously adhere to "

CHURCH WORK.

_ W direct the attentiem of the clérgy

to an- advertisertont ‘in another column
respecting covers far CHurcn™ Wens.
This nbw offxs peculiar advanjages to
those in charge ef Parishes to have 2
Mngazme of their own, md & a _very
low price.  We are glag, at last, to bein- ’
1% poaxtion to answer the humerous en-
quirids from Rectors- with regard to
covers in this satisfactory. way.. Very
few Parishes ne&dnow be. vntbout theu-
owa Pansh)d‘ﬁgazme. o
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