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SOME THOUGUTS AND FACTS N SOME
NEGLECTED ASPECTS O

PASTORAL WOLRK,

Cuarrer I,
foxtracts fmm various ol knosone seriters, licating of
the nature of private individual pastorel fntereenrse,
shoroing cspecinlly the varivns forms siuch
tulercenrse may ta ke,

( Continued.)

Bripces
On the need of individual peivate dealing with
the varied chesses of a Parish,

“The Pastoral work is the persona) application of
the pulpit ministry to the proper individualities of
our people looking upon them severally, as having
a distinct and separate claim upon our attention,
cares, and anxiety, urging each of them, as far as
possible, o the concerns of eternity, and com-
mending to their hearts a suitable exhibition and
offer of Salvation. For this purpose we must ac-
quaint ourselves with their situation, habits, charac-
ter, state of heart, peculiar wants and difficulties,
that we may ‘give to cachof them a portion in due
season.’ The Pustor unites in himself the eftlces
of Watchman and Evangelist. He ‘watches for
souls’ lest a root of bitterness should spring up, to
the troulile and defilement of the Church, Jest un-
Christian tempers should war the Christian profes-
sion, lest a lukewarm spirit should paralyze Chris-
tian exertion, or a spirit of contention hinder
Christianlove. All need his superintendence, The
indolent are slumbering, the sclfdependent are
falling back, the zealous are under the influence of
spiritual pride, the carnest are bhecoming sclfright-
cous, the regular formal.  Then thereis the inquirer
asking for direction, the tempter and perplexed
looking for support, the afflicted longing for the
cheering consolation of the Gospel, the convinced
sinner from the slight healing of his wound sctthiug
in a delusive peace, the professor ‘having a name
that ke lives but he is dead.”  These are cases that
cannot, in all their minute and diversificd forms, be
fully treated in the pulpit. Tt istherefore in his
pastoral character that she Minister ‘watches tur
souls as one that must give account.— /" 343.

BrInGES
On the various classes weho need private spuritiend!

. drealuecnd.

“The form of pastoral intercourse admits of
considerable variation . Let themy be alone
with us in the presence of Gon.  The delicacy and
weakness of early impressions neeld this intimate
intercourse,  ‘I'he awakening enquirer, filled, and
often confounded, with the engrossing subject, want
a guide, a confidential counsellor, a tender and uvx-
perienced friend,  He must be taken aside and
made to feel himself the object of exclusive solici-
tude. Others again, in a hesitating suspense, need
this tender confidence to have their convictions
cherished, re-touched, deepened and directed more
immediately 1o the Saviour, as the charm that
dispels the allurements, and as the power that
breaks the chains that still hold them to the world.
The serious, humble and perplexed through the
same medium, ‘onen their gricf, and reccive the
Lenefit of ghostly counsel and advice.”  JIn these
confidential communications affectionate catecheti-
cal enquiry will be the hest means of eleiting the
disclozure of individual perplexities, and thus of
obtaining the tnost valuable materials for o more
suitable adaptation of our instruction."— CAreséiaa
Ministry, p. 362.

Apvice or Bistiop Hare.

This devout and learned Bishop died i1 the year
1658. He was a voluminous writer, and was one
of the most formidabie opponents of the Roman
Church. He was quoted by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, at the Croydon Congress, as the typical
representative Low Churchiman.

“Who but the successors of the Jegal Priesthood
are proper to judge of the uncleantess of the soul ?

whether an act be sinful, or in what degree it is
such ; what grounds are sufficient for the comfurt-

courses are fitted o avoid the danger of relapses;
who is so like to knew, so meet to judge, as our
teachers? would we in those cases consuit olten
with our spiritual guides, and depend upon their
faithful advices and well grounded absolutions, 1t
were safer, it were happier for us. O the danger-
ous extremity ¢f our wisdom ! Our hoodwinked
progenitors would have no eyes but in the heads of
thetr ghostly fathers 3 we think oursefves so quick
sighted that we pity the blindness of our uble
teachers ; none but vurselves are it to judge of our
own leprosy. —* Contemplations,” p. 504, S, /.
C. A /1A
T TestitvoNy of RopT. NELSON.

T'his learned and pious Inyman lived about so
years later than Bishop Hall.  IHis devotional
Looks are well knewn and very highly valued. How
distinet and weighty are his words on this matter !
how little regarded, how sorely needed by Church.
people in these days '—

“Ofen consult with your spiritual guide. We
are all apt to be too partial to ourselves, and are
too presumptuous when we lean oo muach to cur
own understandings.  Besides, the guidance of eur
pastor 3s ouc of the means Gub affords for our
improvinent, and his assislance is very necessary to
preserve us from being impuzed upen. Let him he
acquainted with the state of the soul, withh those
temptadions and  diticulties thut assault thee, wih
thnse doulis that oppress thee, with the sin thint
dues mest vasily bueset thee, and with thase fraiiues
that mest frequently  overcome thee, Let him
know the posture of thy mind in thy devotions :
how thou ciployest thy time ; when at leisire, and
when busy 5 how thou governest thy fanly 3 how
thott dischargest thy calling ; and how frequently
thy  mind s adiesied with devout thoughts,”"--
The Dructice of Loree Peindion. po 62,50 C.A L.
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AND BIBT.E TEXTS

FEASTIIRN CUSTOMS

By Rev, RicistoNn spkreve, MUAL

No

Inoom Jast paper we had at jts conelusivn jusd
biilen our hospitable entertainer furewell and
stinted npon our second journey of searce 20 miles,
Being gentlemen of eisure i not of means we were
in no hwry te make long distunees inoany one day
while the weather fuvored s, nnd as it wits now
the dry season we folt no anxicly on that score.

While we are slowly Joguing alung in the covling
air we will draw upon the stock of jnformution
alterwards actquired and speak for @ mument of
these “dry” and “rainy” scasons.  Speaking niefly,
the “dry” might be ealled stmmer snd the “riny”
winter.  The dry season is literally deserving of its
nung, ag really no rain whatever falls) but at tiines
the dews wre heavy upon the higher lands, as the
nights are quite cold. During this scason the
winds are not only high but spring up with terrible
suddenness, 30 as todestroy property aind sometimes
take Iife. Such a “great wind” it was which was
the instrument of dastruciion in the case of Job's
house (i. T4 xxx.o 225 xxxvil, ; see also st
xviio 135 xl 2400 Iappily in all onr experience
we were not overtaken by any such storm, though
the dhust was often very thick and heavy as it was
hluwn in clouds, lilling our eyes and penctratling
the sinallest erevices of our baggage.  Towards the
cwby part of whit we would eall antomn the soil

' heec ties so parched and thirsty, the cisterns emply,

hie gress—a Jittle vemaining  folinge—so <shirivelled
and altmost hrown, that we can casily understand,
when rewembering how al this scason all Natare,
aniznate awd tnani:n te, Juoks ferward with longing
to the return of the 1ainy season ; we can easily
nuderstund the jestuess of the wise man’s«ecompari-
son in Prov. xvi. 15 (see also St James v. 7.) I
during this dry season any ruantity of rain should
fall, it would produce a feeling little short of con-
sternation, which makes that scene with Samuel
and the Israclites, with whom Gon was displeased,
an exceedingly striking one, as recorded in 1 Samuel
xil. 17, The wet season beging about the first of
November and continues for some four months of

able assurance of repentance, of forgiveness ; what, heavy rains, with only] shoré intervals of fine

weather. At longer intervals rain still continues
to Iall as late as the Jast of Mareh, but it is alter
this very rare.

By the time, however, that we have finished
theso meditutions we are well onb of the vithiee aiud
Tairly started on our vide. Later oninthe aftvrnoun
the apparently hall caveless manner of ouv chiel
guide beeame suddenly more serious, and he guzed
carnestly at o clowd of dust rising in Aho distaeee
ahead of us. Al owr gnides now were Jooking af
it with him, and from 2 certain sel look which cane
over their faces we concluded that the cause of the
dust gave rise to no welecome thonghls in the minds
of these fellows.  They, as by common impulse,
luoked towards a wooded knoll at some ittlo dis-
tance to our 1ight, and after a Larmed and even
excited colloquy they began to hnvey the bagmmg
horses and theirown fowards this wood at tho most
rapid piee they conld manage, tho sheik calling
upon us tu follow. As wue sueeended in g uning
cover the elowd of dost was considerably nearer the
point we had Jeft; awml we soun saw one solitary
horseinan urgine Lis horse at s ntmost speed, s
though his Dhusiness was amatter of Hite and death,
Fvery care was loken that we <hould nut b seen
awd that our animal< shonld inonw way hetray us,
Asothis vider presed us and eontinued his juurey
the scowls on the Fiees of curguides oniy deepeneid,
and when he wae well uad o Jeentng the s hedl;
chapped his hands foreibiy together Touking towands
the retreating $iznve, and waitered something very
Jike i ctre 3 owhibe one of the more demgnt i
of the guides vatheced up oo hamdind of Gest md
stones cad ea-t it ol e horeenan. This Lt
action was eastly wnnderatos] by ns o mean eon-
demuation, and b onee vanided us ol Shinels
conduct towards David when he thoughe hing shein
ol his power 12 Same osvic B3 and alio ol the
feeling exhibited i the sane way by the Jows
fowurds St Tanl, recorded in Acts xxin, 25 —an
action which hecomes very expressive when read in
conection with their ery (ver. 22 ~Away with
stch a fellow from the «ath, fur i is not i that
he should live.”  Wo admit that §t was later on in
the evening, and only when we i put our Beads
toether aftev feag that we tnberstoed the action of
e sheik 1o he also an expression of strong dislike,
e Bl ctappead his hands siartly fogether so thal
they made w report as they met. When we talked
the matler over in the ovening we remembered that
in Samuel 1. 15 and Job xxvii. 23 this elapping of
the hands is mentivned as doue w scorn and con-
demmnation, while in other passages, as in 2 Nings
xi. V2 and Psalue xlvil, 1, the expression veally is
ST your dand,” not daueds. This action 15 one
of juy and expressive of pesare, and i made with
the dingers of one hand heing placed rapidly but
softly aminst the lips,

This difference, reached aflter some debate amonast
ourselves, enabled us o explain these texts which
otherwise seemed somewhat contradiclory —at Jeast
in spirit,

Dut who was the swilt traveller? Ol he was
the messenger of the Governor of the Provinee, and
e was taking sote message cither o somn distant
ollicial or perhiaps to be transmitted to “headqguar-
ters.”  Onr gaides told us all this as we were Leing
hurried from the road, aned as he swept by us with
a speed practiced by no other traveller the plaint of
poor stricken Job (ix. 25} flashed upon onr minds:
SNy days are swifter than i post 3 they flee away,
they see no guod.” Whenever the prople can avoid
une of those messengers thoy do £o, as inmany ways
these “Chappers,” as they are called, can exerciso
alsolute tyranny, aud none dare resent their wets or
refuss their domands.  They may elaim a hovse it
their own is wearied ; they may and do claim foord
or whatever is nesded, and apply the Jash Justily if
their demands are nol complied with with a quick-
ness that pleases thern. It was, no doubl, o these
mescengers out Lowl refurred in St Matt, v, 4
“And wheseever shall compel thee to go a mile, gou
with him twain” —as, for exainple, if o gnide wetc
needed by one of these messengers who was 1ot
very familiar with the country through which he
wias passing.  We were able conscientiously to
satisfy ourselves that we had not shirked obedience
to this command, because when wo were hurred
into concealment we weres altogether ignoranty of
what was approaching.

(Zo de continued.)



