MISCELLANEOUS.

THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BELL.
EXTRAORDINARY PU ENOMENON.

A parze was read before the Royal Asiatic So-
ciety, by Lieut. NEwsoLp, of lhe Madras army,
containing a narrative of a visit made by himself,
in June last, to the Gibel Nakns, or Mountain of
the Bell, on the Peninsula of Mount Sinai,—of
which the following is the substaace :—

This cutious hill has heen long celebrated for

the extraordinary musical tones elicited from it,
which have generally been compared to the deep

booming of a church bell. Of the cause of the|

phenomenon many opinions have heen broached.
‘The Arabs in the neighbourhood, with their ordi-
nary propensity o a belief in the marvellous, at-
tribnte it to the real bells of a‘subterraneous con-
vent swallowed by some convulsion of nature;
and the Christian monks of Mount Sinai counte-
nangg the belief, by the idle story that the sound
walk#t heard after the destruction of one of their
co in its vicinity. The ideas of Enropean
tra¥éllérs. on the matter have been sometimes
scafi8ly more reasonable. Some have supposed
the sonnds to be caused by the dropping of sand
into the cavities of the rocks ; others, by ils mo-
tion over hollow rocks; othérs, again, have attri-
huted them to subterraneous volcanoes ; and a few
have supposed that ‘the action of the wind upon
the elastic plates of mica, which is a component
' part of granite, may have been the otigin of the
sound. -

Lientenant Newbold seems to have proved that
the opinion of Captaih Wellsted is correct, that
the sound is prodaced by the rofling down of the
sand put in motion by ths wind, or by persons
walking on ils ru-face. Lieut. Newhold left
Wadi Tor, on his visit to the Mountain of the
Belly on the 10th of last June.  After two hours’
riding, and a short walk of half an hour, he reach-
ed the place, which he described as a belt-shaped
hill, from 350 to 400 feet in height. On its wes-
tewn side, which faces the Red Sea, is a slope of
about eighty feet, covered with a very fine quart-
zoye sand, varring in depth from five or six inch-
es to as many fect, accordinz to the form of the
sandstonc tock which it covers. Thisis the spot
from whence the mysterious sonnds issue. « Not
the slightest noise was heard; bul their Arab
guide, desiring them to wait still at the boltom of
the slope, bagan to ascend the slope, sinking to
his knees at cvery step, The travellers soon
heard a.faint sound resembling the lower string
of a violincello slightly touched ; and being dis-
appointed ot the result, determined to ascend
themselves, in spite of the intense heat of the san,
und extreme fineness of the sand. On reaching
the summil, they sal down to ohserve the effect.
The l.:arlieles of sand set in motion, agitated not
only those below them, but, though in a less de-
gres, those all around them, like the snrface of
water disturbed by a stone. In about two mi-
‘nutes they heard a rustling sound ; and then the
musical tone above alluded to, which gradually
increased to that of a deep mellow church-bell,
#0 loud that it rivalled the rumbling of distan!
thunder. This occurred when the whole surface
was in motion ; and the effect upon themselves
the travellers compared to what they supposed
might be fell by persons seated npon zome enor-
mous stringed instrament, while a bow was slow-

ly drawn overthe chords,  They descended while |.

the sound-wat at its height ; and soon after it he-
.gan to lessen with the motion of the sand, until,
at'the end of 2 quarier of an hour, all was petfect-
Iy atill again, ’ : ‘

Licut. Newbold remarked that the surface of
the sand was'in every part traversed by waves,
or furrows fron_n one to two inches in heiglit;
and, from »tile tiiangular form of the face of the
Mope, increasing in length as they got nearer-the
earth ; he aleo noticed that the sand -in motion,
‘when Hear the top, produced sbriller noles - than
when lower down, and, consequently, that the
lowest notes wets -t’:qn'rd at the bottom. -He ap
pears, from this, to didw somp analogy between
the increasing length of the wavés -and ‘that of
the chords of 4 strioged instrument. While the
_Expefiment wi¢ making, (heté was a sleady bréeze
ftom the west blowikg ‘againstthe surfase of the
sand § and this he considers essential (6 the pros

Ftion, "¢ Whether the Egyplisi
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duction of the sound, it having been found that
the sounds are much fainter in still weather, or
even quile inaudible. When the weather is wet
no sounds are produced, because the sand Is then
agzlomerated; and will pot slide at all. )

The paper concluded with a remark by Lieut,
Newbold oa the singularity of the phenomenon,
observing, thet he had seen in Spain, Arahia, and
Egypt, many localitics where loom-sand had ac-
cumulated under circumstances apparenlly simi-
lar to those of Gibel Nakus, but where nothing
has heen heard of a similar nature ; at the same
time he regretted that leisure and opportunity did
not admit of an examination of localities sullicient-
ly minute to put the matter beyond doubt.

-

“

* SIR ISAAC NEWTON’S CREED.

Tue Supreme Being governs all things, uot 23 a
soul of the world, but as Lord of the Universe;

and upon account of his dominion, he is called the )

Lord God, supreme over all. The Supreme God
i an elernal, infinite, absolutely perfect Being ;
but a being, how perfect soever, without domi-

nion, is not Lord God. The term God very pro-

perly signifies Lord; but every Lord is not God.
The Jominion of aspiritual Being constilutes him
God ; true dominion, true God; supreme domi-
nion, supreme God ; imaginary dominion, imagi-
nary God, He isnot eternity and infinity, but
cternal and infinite. He i3 not duration and
space, but bis duration of existence is present, and
by existing always and every where, he cansti-
tules duration and space—eternity and “infinity.
Since every part of space, and every indivisible
moment of duration, is every where ; certainly
the Maker and Lord of all things, cannot be said
to be in no time, and no place. He is omnipra-

' sent, not by his powar only, but in his very sub-

stance; for power cannot subsist without sub-
stance. God is not at all affected by the mations
of podies, neither do they find any resistance from
the omnipresence of God. He uecessarily exists,
and by the same necessity he exists always and
every where. Whence also it follows, that he is

all similar-—all eye, all ear, all brain, all arm, ali

sensation, all understanding, all active power;
but this is ot in a human, or corporeal seuse, but
in a manner wholly unknown to us,—therefore,
not to be worshipped under a corporeal represent-
ation. : :

KING GEORGE THE THIRD’S OPINION
OF DISSENTERS.

Woen the Christian Prince Rataffe, of Madagas-
car, was in England, in 1823, he was surprised to
find that some of the Christian fiiends he met
with there were not_members of the Church of
England, and wished to be informed on a subject
so important (o him, from the highest authority.
He waited on His Majesty, stated ihe wondesful
and bappy effacts of Missionary exertions in Ma-
dagascar, and expressed his surprise at finding
that these ministers wero not members of the es-
tablished Church of England.

"The King said—<¢ Be assured, Piince, that they
are not {he less ﬁfuod men ; they may differ in
smaller maiters, but on every important point of
the Christian faith, they most perfectly and cor-
dially agree; and permit me to add, that every
instance of atlention, kindness, and protection,
experienced by these men in yoar country, shall
be esteemed and_gcknowledged by me, as if done
‘to myself.”

————
ORIGIN OF TEMPLES.

In memoiy of ¢ the mizhty dead,” long before
there were any such edifices as temples, the sim-
fle sepulchral head was raised, and this became

the altar upon which saciifices- were offered.

Hence, the most ancient heathen structores for

offerings o the gods were always crected either

upon-fombs, or in-their immediate vicinity. The
discassion, which has been founded upon a ques-
“yl‘amids were
tombs of temples 1> goems altogether nugatory—
for being the one, they were necessarily. the ofher.
On this aceount, ancieat aunthors mplo‘y fuch
words for the temples of their gods; es in their
original and proper .signiﬁcntionwimﬂy pothing
more than a tombor a sepulchres= Clarke’s Travels.
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PU.LPITS.

OrrcinansLy al! pulpits faced the west, that the
cyes of the congregation might see all acts of de-
votion, and look towards the east, whence the
Sun of Rightcousness arose, The first deviations
from this rule were introduced by the Puritans ;
and the first chapel erected sonth and north was
the chapel of Emanuel Collegn, Cambridge,
founded by Sir Walter Mildmay, a distinguished
leader of that sect.

HOME AFFECTION.:

Tur heart has memories that cannot die. They
are memories of home, early home. There is ma-
gic in the very sound. There is the old tree un~
der which the light~heatted boy swung in many
a summer day—yonder river in which he learned
to swim—tbere the house in which he knew a
parenl’s love, and found a pareni’s protcction—
nay, there is the room in which he romped with
brother or sister, long since, alas! laid in the yard
in which he must soon be gaihered, overshadow~
ed by yon old church, whither, with a joyons
troop like himself, he has often followed his po-
renls to worship with, and hear the good old man
who gave him to God in baptism. Why, even
the very schooi-house in youthful days, with
thoughis of ferule and tasks, now come back, to
bring pleasant remembrances of many an attach~
ment there formed—many an occasion that calied
forth some generous exhibitions of the noblest
fraits of human nature. There he learned to feel
some of his best emotions, There, perchance, he
first et her who, by her love and tenderness in
after life, had made a home for himself, happiet
even than that which childhood knew. There
are certain feelings of humanity, and those too
among the best, that can find an appropriate place
for their exercise only by one’s own fireside.
‘There is a sacredness in the privacy of that spot
which it were a species of desecration to violate.
He who secks wantonly to invade it, is neilher
more not Jess than a villain ; and hence there ex-
ists no surer test of the debasement of morals in a
communily, than the disposition to tolerate, in any
mode, the man who disregards the sanctities of
private life. In the turmoil of the world, let there
be one spot where the poor man may find affec-
tion that is disinterested—where we may induige
a confidence that is not likely to be abused.

THE PIRATE AND THE DOVE.

Tur. following interesting fact is related by Av-
dubon in his Ornithological Biography. Inspeak~
ing of the Zenaida dove, he says:— -

¢ A man who was a pirnte assured me that se-
veral times, while at certain wells dug in the
burning, shelly sands of a well known bay, which
musl be here nameless, the soft and melancholy
cry of the doves awoke in his breast feelings
which had long slumbered, melted his heart to
repentance, and caused him to linger at the spot
.in astate of mind which he only who compares
the wretchedness of guilt within him with the
happiness of former innocence, can trly feel.
He said he never left the place without increas-
ing fears of futurity, associated as he was, al-
though I believe by force, with a hand of the most
desperale villains that ever annoyed the naviga-
tion of the Florida coast, So deeply moved was
he by the notes of any bird, and especially by
those of a dove, the only soothing sounds he ever
heard during his life of horrors, thatthrough these
plaintive notes, and they alone, he was induccd
to escape from his vessel, abandon his tarbulent
compaions, and return to a family deploring his
absence. After paying a parling visit to those
welis, and listening once more o the cooings of
the Zeniada dove, he Iomed out his soulin sup-
plication for mercy, and once.more became what
one has said to be «the noblest work of God,”
-an honest man. His escape as effecled amidst
difficulties and dangers ; but no danger seemed to
him to be comparable with the danger of one living
in the violation of human and divine laws; and
now he lives in peace in the midst of his friends.”

Wues a man feels an inward,and nameless sutis-
Juction at the sight of euffering or danger from
which he is himself exempt, be assured sel

is sweetening the -aliment.upon which his soul is
feeding. Let such a man examine himself: fos

there must be something wrong withig, -



