
On the Study of Botany.
faw the plant from whence it was taken,
we might venture to fay, that the laiks of
the plant from whence that bloffom was
taken were four fquare ; that its leaves
were oppoite ; the plant odoriferous and
cepha!ic ; f< certain it is that the general
nature of every plant is marked in its
binffom. No plant with a bloffom like
the above was ever found to be poironous.*
4 th. Such as have a bloffom of one petai
with five ftamina, and one fi>e, are gene-
rally poifonous, more or lefs ifuch are,
nightlhade, hen-banc, deadly nightfhade,

inandrake, thorn- apple, tobacco, and eve-
ry fpecies of convolvulus with many a-
thers. 4 th. Uirbelliferous plants, or fuch
as have their bloffoms growing in a butn.
die, (of which cellery is a good fample) if
they grow in dry places, are 'aromatic,
warming, refolving and carminiative; but
if in water or very wet places, they are
poifonous ; of this order, are dili, cara-
way, parfley, lovage, maflerwvort, angeli-
ca, parfnips, carrots, cclery, anife, &c.
Any of the above plants, with many others
that have fuch blofoms, when they grow
in water or very wet ground, are te be
fufpetted ; but move them on te dry
ground, and they will <con become fweet
and whotefone; cheir talle and (mell alfa
will be greatly changed by their being
moved from wet to dry. Our wild cele-
ry, which growî mont commonly in wa-
ter, bas in its wild flate fomewhat of the
talle of celery, but along with that a
ftrong- and very difagreeable tafle ; but
-move it into a dry foil, and it faon ac,
quires the farme tafle with common garden
cellCry.t Thefe few irlftances, >out of
&many chat might be brought, have been
taken chiefiy from the writings of mo-
dern hotani<ls, and may ferve to (hew that
horanils are now able, by what is to be
ohferved in the fru&tification only, te do
much in pointing out the general nature
of plants ; e,. q. if they find a new plant,
the bloffomt of which bas three flamina

and two files, enclo .d in a fhcath or
hufk, upon refietling that none of tbat

ýorder werc ever yet found, but the plant
was good for cattle, and the feeds for
men or birds, they will have &ood reafon
te conclude that this is of the fame gene-.
ral nature, efpecially when it is confidered
that many have alr eady been difcovercd
in very different countries, cElmates and
foil, through ail parts of the globe, which
have ail agreed in the fame general na-
ture. Alfa, if he fhould find a new pian,
with a blofoem of one petal, five liamina,
and one file, he would have reafon ta
conclude, that it contained in fome part
of it fomething poifonous, as plants of
that order are generally poironous.

To fum up ail, it is now made-clear,
as far as the general nature of plants has
ever yet been difcovered, that ail fuch
plants as agree in thcir fru£tification, a-
grec alfa in their general nature, and fudh
as difagree in their fru1ification, difa-
gree alfa in their generaîl nature. but
much remains yet to be donc ; many new
plants are undoubtedly yet to be difcover-
cd ; and many that aie difcovercd are not
yet ranged in their natural orders, and r
their general nature is not known i -and
what is more, the peculiar qualities of in-
dividuals, which diffinguilh one fpecies
of plants from another in the fame natn-
rat order are not known ; and this is moi.
peculiarly the cafe in thoeF inl3ances
vhercin it would feem of mofi confe-
quence to have thern known. To illuf-
trate my meaning, I will bring into view
again what is faid in the 4th article, viz.
that bioffoms of one petal, five flamina,
and one file, are generally poifonous ; yet
the various plants'of that urder have very
different effeas ont from another ; qr the
poifons are of different kinds, and in dif.
ferent parts of tle planti, and in different
degrees. A fmall quantity of folanum, or
nightfhade, is violently: cmietic, catharic

and

Plants of this arder are ftronger or wealker, according as they have more or lefsfmell an4 talle. Take away a.l their frnelt and taite, and you take away ail their
firength; bqt .they have more or lefts <mel or tafte, as their foil is dry'or moit. The
dirier Ce foit, the more the fmdll and tale ; the moi&er, the lefs. Therefore, ta have
Cage, hyffop,' thyne, marjoran, &c. in the higheft perfetion, the drielk foil ihould bcchbolen..

† Plants, therefore, of this kind, if deigned for carminiatives or food, fhould be -ina dryfoil, as by a wet foil they are capable of being turned into poifons o fme of thefironger kinds of lettuce, alfo, growing in very wet fhady places, have been fcund poi..
fonous. Indeed, every kind of garden prodùce is fweeter and better for being-in a dryfoil. In wet fais, many thingtb, as cabbage, parfnips, &c. will often grow Ilouter,but they are never fo fweet : thofe plants, atfo, which grow inthe fhade,-are neyer foCweet as thofe which have the fulle(l expofure to the fun. No fruit, therefoce,- can bein fuch perfeEtion as that by-a wall which faces the fun, eflpecialiy if carc is taken toremove the branches aid laves whih lhade, the btinches of fruit.
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