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The CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS is print-
od and published every Saturday by Tur Bour-
LAND LiTnOGRAPHIC COMPANY (limited) at
their offices, 5 and 7 Bleury St., Montreal, on
the following conditions : $4.00 per annum in
advance, $4.50 if not paid strictly in advance.

Allremittancesand business communications
to be addressed to G. B. BURLAND, General
Manager.

PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

Our agent, Mr. 0. Aymong, will visit Ottawa
and all places on the Q. 3. Q. & 0. R. to Hoche-
laga during the next fortnight, for the purpose
of collecting subseriptions due to this paper, and
obtaining new subscribers.  We trust that those
who are in arrears will make a special etfort to
settle with him.

TEMPERATURE
as ohserved by HE4RN & HaRRisoN, Thermometer and
Barometer Makers, Notre Dame Street, Montreal.
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commit herself in any way to the bi-
metallic arrangement as deseribed.  And
the acceptance of that programme by the
other countries, the United States in par-
ticular, would give England the power of
paying in silver while insisting on gold
payments to her so long as the balance re-
mained in her favour. We are not sufli-
ciently convinced ourselves of the neces-
sity of a bi-metallic basis of payment, and
although it seems a pity that some inter-
national armpgewent cannot be reached
on the subject, the objections of Fngland
can hardly in the present state of things
be overruled ; though New Yorkers are
sanguine that the Bank of England will
ere long be sufficieatly depleted of gold
to force the acquiescence of the old coun
try with the programme of reform.

Tur Swiss communes, if we are 1o be.
lieve the American, have a sufficiently in.
genious way of preventing the growth of a
pauper class. When a man comes to be con-
sidered, from whatever reason, ne longer a
desirable member of society, he is under the
present arrangement assisted to emigrate.
The community of vroperty and the
powers given by that system to the au-
thorities enable them practically to insist
upon the acceptance of such ussistance by
the unlucky individual., and he shortly
afterwards finds himsslf a charge upon the
revenues of the United States, or some
similarly contiding country which has re-
ceived with open arms the outeast from
his native land. But it seems the Aweri-
cans abject.

Tukre are certain words in the Fnglish
language which are fast losing their mean-
ing from the reckless way in which they
are applied in exaggerative description.
Such has long been the case in French.
When a Puarisian tells you that he is
“abimé” yvou do pot feel shocked at all,

Monireal, Salurday, April 30, 188].

THE WEEK.

It is not only in our House of Com-
mons that the existence of a ““bar” has
given rise to animadversion. A similar
institution at Westminster has provoked
much hostile criticism and seems likely
to be placed under restrictions in regard
to non-members of the House. While
other places of refreshment are closed
during prohibited hours the bar of the
House of Commons is open at all times to
those who have the good or bad fortune to
“kpow a member.” We may presume
that even members of the British Parlia-
ment become acquainted at times nolenis
volens with gentlemen who have no other
claims upon =ociety, and whose prescuce
at the bar is not caleulated to enhance its
attructions. So much has a visit to this
establishinent become one of the forms of
the House that it is not unausual for a
block to occur caused by the rush from
the gatleries. Thirsty patriots and de-
serving but disappointed statesmen add
fuel to the flame that burnsin their bosoms
or drown their sorrows in the flowing
bowl. Upfortunately for these happy,
but, it is to be feared, sometimes too de-
monstrative individuals, Mr. CaiNe has
bis eye upon them, and the First Com-
missioner of Works is to be enquired of as
to whether the privilege of the bar should
not be confined to hon. members. So that
in future a card of admission to the gallery
will not include the privilege of partaking
of sherry cobblers within the sacred pre-
cinets of the House.

Tre International Conference on the
silver question seems likely to come to no-
thing 5o long as England holds uloof. The
programme of the convention seems in ijt-
self a sufficiently thorough one. The pro-
position so far as America is concerned is
that of a free coinage on the old basis of
1:15.5, and the making of all gold and
silver so coined legal tender for ali pay-
ments. But it is quite evident that Eng-
land for the present at all events will de-"

but conclude that “abimé” being trans-
lated means that he is © sorry " or thinks
it necessary to let you imagine that ho is.
But apart from a desire to show an inti-
mate acquaintance with the most unsuita-
ble words in the language, what authority
can a recent writer in an illustrated week-
Iy huve for deseribing Viewrtemps as the
“ unrivalled violinist.”  As the writer
woes on to inform us that Viewefemps has
not played stnce 1372, it might be sug-
gestad  that his chances of rivalry are
diminished in proportion to his non-ap-
pearance in public, but that is not the
meaning of the writer is evident by the
next sentence in which he or she assures
us that the “ uonrivalled ” one has a collec-
tion of “a dozn or more i{nealuuble
violins.”  We cengratulate the fortunate
possessor, also the correspondent, hut wu
are not surprised.  Quite the contrary.
There is a story told of a certain Scotch-
man tv whom a true tale of breathless
interest was related in thrilling tones. At
the close he was assured of the absolute
accuracy of the facts and asked: ¢ does
not that surprise vou? “Na, na.” re-
sponded the attentive awlitor. * Na, na,
a'm a leear mysel’. ”

THE LATE EARL BEACONSFIELD.

Last week as we went to press came the
news of the death of one of the leading
figures in contemporary history. There
has probably never lived a man, certainly
of modern date, whose personality, if we
may so speak, has been tnvested with so
mueh interest for the world at large,
Lven to those who disagreed with him,
and they were many, to those who vilified
his political  character and found sinister
motives at the bottom of every ono of his
actions, DBeNJaMIN DisrAELl possessed a
nameless fascination, which slow as they
might be to acknowledge it, showed itself
nevertheless in the very persistency of
their attacks.  So strong was his indivi-
duality that it was never pussible to let
him alone. A man who must be loved
or hated, and could not be passed over
with indifference. During the past weck
we may take it the public have been made

tures of his life, and we do not propose to
inflict a fresh biography upon our readers.
But in view of that peculiarity of which
we have spoken it is the man himself more
than anything which he has done, who
arrests our attention and would have
commanded our iuterest equally had we
met him under other conditions than
those with which his biographers huve
mado us familiar. There were two char-
acteristics weo should say which ware the
groundwork of his success in life, and
which would have assurod that succoess
under almost auy conditions of civiliza-
tion. The tirst and perhaps most import-
ant was a clearness of purpose and an in-
domitable will, the power, itself rare, of
knowing what he wanted, and the deter-
mination to obtain it “recte, si possit, s
non quocunque modo,” though the object
of i, ambition was not the paltry * res”
of the satirist. When DisrakL: rose to
make his maiden speech, a few weeks
after he had succeeded, in the face of
several defeats, in obtaining his seat, he
met  with =20 much opposition from
O'Cosyert and his friends, whom he had
charnctaristically selected for attack on
this first vccasion, that he was compelled
to resume his seat before he had con-
cluded his remarks. But before he quitted
the tloor of the House he uttered that pro-
pheey =0 oft quoted, and so remarkably
fultilled. embodying the principle of his
life. “ 1 have begun several things many
times and | have often succeeded at Jast.
I will sit down now, but the time will
come when you will hear me.” That
principle he kept steadily before him
until he had wade his words true.

The other characteristic of which we
spoke is one without which the clearest
purpose aml the strongest determination
may sometimes, especially in an age of
over-civilimtion, if wo may so express it,
become inoperative from very foren of
opposition.  Ihsraknl possessed above all
other men the most consummate “tact”
in dealing with his species, a gift partly
perhaps  natural and partly acquired,
which was emphasizad by the most fascin-
ating survity of manner, and perfeet good
taste,  The soubriqust of the * first gon-
tleman in Europe” so dubiously applied to
George IV, might with more propriety
have been attached to the man who even
in the heat of diseussion never forgo! a
certain urbanity of address, und who wus
of all antagonists the most chivalrous and
forgiving.

We remewher ourselves an instanee
strikingly in point. We were standing one
day over the fire inthe morning room of
a London Club, when Disparint entered
and joined the party,  Qur companion on
that oceasion was the son of a gentleman
who had in his Bfetime been not only a
violent political opponent of the Primo
Minister's, but had been noted fora freely
expressed personal avimosity.  Our friend
naturally  felt the awkwirdness of the
situation, which was increased when one
of the party whispered something to Mr.
Disiakrs, who to our surprise came across
to where we were standing and said, ¢ Mr,
We— you must allow me the pleasure
of makiog your acquaintance.  Your fa.
ther [ know had not a very good opinion
of me, but I hope to make a more favour-
ab’e impression on his son.  'an you tind
time to dine with me next Thursday ¥ It
is needless to say that W beeare as Jdo-
votedly attached to Lord Bascoxsrinny as
his father had been hostile.  The story s
but one instance of @ hundred similar aets
of courtesy by which men’s hearts wore
won.

These words have gone already beyond
the limits originally assigned for them. If
we go farther it will be but to add that
Disvarrr's veal life i bottor read frow his
books than from the bare chronicle of his
daily actions, Ay we smid onco befors it
is tho individuality which underlies theso
in many senses unique productions which
gives them their interest, and, if properly
understood, will give us a glimpse of that
marvollous world in which Disragrt lived
apart from his generation, and in which

cline to abandon her present ground or

sufficiently acquainted with the main fea-

e reigned supreine,

ENGLISH TRADE RELATIONS,
(From an occasional Correspondent \

Late English papers bring us o very realah)y
correspondence between the Hon, John iy 'htt
and Mr. Hermon, M., for the mmlufm'turibn
town of I'reston, in Lancashire, Mr, n.»mwﬁ
wade 8 speech, in which he referred to the re),.
tious between England and other countring oy
tho subject of Free Trade, making the l;‘)ilxt
which has been more than ounce insisted in thege
columus. that Fugland has now uething 1o otfer
to induce foreign nations to enter into free 1y e
relations with her; while in the nearly foryy
years that have pnssed since the inauguratiog f.)[
the free trade legislation of Bugland, they have
not unly not followed her example, byt lave
gotie inan oppuosite direction. Thisis not only dis.
couraging to the doectrinires, but it fuliifes
their very confident prophecies.

Somebody sent Mr. Hermon's speech 14 My
Bright, and he at once wrote a letter for puMim:
tion, with the evident intention to sputt yyy
wor Mr. Hermon,  Hesaid: **Lhave reqd ),

Termon’s apeech, 10 which you roefer .., [
am not amazed at the ignorsnce he displays, o
it« misrepresentation of fuct. 1 does yor g}
how he proposes to protect by new tarith dygiw
the factory-workers or the mill-workers of g,
ton.  His constituents are exporters of vy,
goods to all quarters of the globe.  They ey,
pete with all foreign manufacturems in all fureig,,
markets. How ean he protect them by rey,.
posing duties on the importation of cuiygy,
goods which they so Jargely export

Thix is one side very tersely put of the w,).
known argument from the pen of ft gregten
living apostle,  But there is a further aide, apd
this Mr. Bright supplies with cqual terwyeay
the following words: ©* Mr. Hermon aid e 1)
his audience that between the harvest of 157y
and 1330 —that is in the year after the bad i,
veostof 1370 —out of every four loaves of loed
eaten by the people of the United Kingiog,
three loaves came from abroad, and thay, o g,
vear in his hfetime orwine, have L prepie Loy
fed so cheaply, or our bread of such exodloyy
quality,”  These two short extracts give i,
whole argument ; and Mr. Bright apgeara b
s0 deeply convineed of thesr crushing foree 1h,
he goes on to exclaim ¢ ¢ What must My, {or
mon think of the mental condition of e oy
stituents when he veutured to wtler ta e the
confused ponsense of hisapeech ! And what g
every intelligent elector of your tewn thiuk of
a representative fu Parliament who las net ol
vinced a single step bevond the benighied
nomnce of forty yearage 1" And frond this e
goes on to request the purchase of a Jittie bk
tor sixpence, written by Mr. Mongredier, o
titled “*Froe Trade and English Commeres”
which, he says, contains a mast intelligent dis
cussion of the whole question

It Jdoes not appear to have oorured to Mo
Bright that the expressinn of his “*amazem:
and throwing in the faces of those who |
from him such terms as ** benighted ignorans.”
will not settle the question, o d it does nant
seem at all to occur etther to Lt or hie Slow
decirinaires, that the learned and able and re-
sponsible men who condurt the wibairs of the
Governments of Germany, FPranee, the oted
States and Casada, are not oniy fully aware of
sich argu-nents as thoae cantained in the hek
of Mr. Mongredien, ** which may be hought for
sixpenes,” hutthat they have alss fall aograne
ance with the arpaments of this schoeol s fad
dowy in Aduw Smith, Staart Mill, and all ste
masters  downwards, Few intelligent mey
doubit the abstract doetrines of Free Trade, whils
many able men do doubt that formn of appinea.
tion eommotly said to be like the handle of o
jug, all on one side 5 and the stateamen of all of
those eonntries we have named, find reasans in
the circumstances of their respeotive countries
sutlicient 1o move them to stand aloof as thing
now are, and their rexponsible action is vt to
be met by talking to them about their e
nigintes] ignorancs,”

Mr, Hermon is nat willing to b snuifed out

by the contemptunus sxpresions of Mr. Bridht,
and he goes 1o the 7ntes with s letter refornng
to that of Mr. Bright, he sava; <1 am wun
amazad at its tone, nor would 1 have notived the
Ietter hasd not Mr. Dright asserted that | bad
misrepresented facts. Firstly 1 stated thar the
hapes snd anticipations of Sir Robert Peal, that
other countries woull fullow and lead in Frov
Fradie, had been hitterly divapprinted, 14 nat
this a fuct 1 Srcondly, that under Free Trade we
had prospered.  Is not this o fact? Thindy,
that under protection other nations had pros-
wred,  Is not this a fact 7 * ‘ :
Mr. Bright states that our manufacturers cons
wete with all wanufacturers in all forvign mar-
cets,  This is hardly a fact, aud is exactly what
T complain of, viz,, that we are not permitted
to do w0, owing to prohibitive Jdutiex, while our
markets are free to those who shnt us fiom their
awn,

Thix is the argument snfliciently tersely put
on the other side; and the fact stated by
Mr. HHermon eannot be got aver by the whole
sale contemptuous expressions of Mr, Bright,
An experience of well nigh halfl a contury is
coneinsive proof that other nations will not
follow England's free trado example, and pro-
bably for the simple reason that they can have
all the advantage of the markets of England
without, while they at the same time, reserve
their own for their own people. The case might
and we belicve would have been very greatly
difforent il England had negotinted with other
nations for an excliange of free trade relations.
And we curjously wes that Mr. Gladstone's Gov-




