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CHRISTIAN.

of him than he did of himself,” made him
checrful and happy under all the vicissitudes

of life.  Even the cruel persecutions

which he was subjected, could not shake his
faith in the dignity and worth of human na-
ture ; and though his affection and friendship
for the few friends who stood by him unshaken
in the hours of trial, were ardent and sincere,
his sympathies and his labours were for all
mankind. The works of Driestley are the
possession of the world,~—they arc part of the
inheritance of each of us ; but the glory of his
life of simple holiness and upright integrity,
may be claimed, in a peculiar sense, by Uni-
tarians,—a sect which, small and despised as
it has been, has ever been rich in disciples
whose deeds have ennobled, whose intellects
have enriched, and whore virtues have bless-
ed mankind ; and among the first of these
claiming our admiration, gratitude, and re-

verence, stands the name of PuesTLiy.

I proceed to give a brief sketch of the

far short of .£30 per annum. ¢ [ wvas harely
able,” he says, ¢ with the greatest econo-
to [ my, to keep out of debt (though this I al-

ways made a point of doing at all events);
and had it not been for Dr. Benson and Dr.
Kippis, I do not belicve that I could have
subsisted. T shall always remember their
kindness o me at & time when I stoed so
mueh in need of it.** At Needham, Dr.
Priestley felt the effects of a humble situa-
tion, and the want of popular talents (owing
principally to an impediment in his speech).
“FEven my mnext neighbour,®® he says,
“wwhose sentiments were as free as my own,
and known to be so, declined making ex-
changes with e, becanse the more gentee!
part of his hearers always absented them-
selves when they heard I was to preach
for him, Bul visiting that couniry some
years afterwards, when I had raised my-
self to some degree of notice in the world,
and being invited to preach in that very

life of this eminent man, abridged from au- p\ﬂlp\it’, ﬂ}c samne pllmplc crawded to hear m'e,
thentic sonrees ; and shall conclude with a {3 they professed to admire one of 1 e
few remarks on his writites aud on some of | 54me discourses they had formerly despised.

the more prominent and interesting traits
his character.

Dr. Priestley was born on the 13th

of | AMter a residence of three years at Need-
ham, Dr. Pricstley accepted the charge of

] a congregation at Nantwich, in Cheshire,
0

v 010 which he joined a school. In the busi-
March, 1733, at Fieldhead, near Leeds, in

Yorkshire. His father was engaged in the
cloth manufacture, and was a Dissenter of

the Calvinistic persuasion.  Joseph was

his youth adopted by an aunt, a pious and ex-
cellent woman, by whom he wus sent to se-
veral schools in the neighbourhood, and
finally to the Dissenting Academy at Da-
ventry, being designed for the ministry, ¢ 1
was brought up,”® he says in his account of
himself, “‘with sentiments of piety, but
without bigotry; and having, from my earliest

years, given much atlention to the subject

reiigion, I was as much confirmed as I well
could be in. the principles of Calvinism,—all
the books that came in my way having

that tendency. Having read many books

experiences, and, in consequence, helieving
that a new Dirth, produced by the immediate

agency of the Spirit of God, was necessary

salvation, and nol being able to salisly mysell
that I kad experienced any thing of the kind,
I felt occasionally such distress of mind as
it is not in my power to describe, and which
Istill look back upon with horror. I ima-
gine,”® he conlinues, that even these con-
licts of mind were not without their use, as
they led me to think habitually of God and a
future state.  And though my feelings were

ness of education he was indefatigable ; and
here his reputation as a man of varied
knowledge and active enquiry began to
extend itself. TIn 1761, after a residence
of three ycars at Nantiwich, he was invit-
ed by the trustees of the Dissenting Aca-
demy at Warringlon to occupy the post of
tutor in the langnages. In this situation he
conlinued six years, and in the second year
he married 2 daughter of Mr. Wilkinson,
an ironmaster, near Wrexham, in Wales,
This proved a very suitable and happy con-

in

of

nexion, his wife being, o use his own words
descriptive of her, < a woman of an excellent
understanding, much improved by reading,
of great fortitude and strength of mind, and
of a temper in the highest degree afec-
tionate and generous,—fceling strongly for
others, and little for herself,”? At War-
rington, Dr. Priestley obtained the title of
Doctor of Laws fron: the University of Fdin-
burgh s and the situation he held, afforded
him the advantages of cultivating an exten-
sive acquaintanes with books and with men
of literary eminence.  lHere he published
his History of Eleetricity, a work undertaken
at the recommendation of Dr. Franklin, Dr.
Watson, aud Dr. Price (to all of whom he
had been introduced, whilst on n visit, a

of

to

then, no doubt, too full of ferror, what re-

heads ot his eongregation agreeing to keep
an assistant to supply his place during his
absence 3 but he was snbsequently inform-
ed that he was objected 1o by some cleray-
men on the Board of Longitude, on account
of his religions prineiples.

About this time, whilst on a visit to Arch-
doacon Blackburne, at Richmond, com-
meneed his imtimacy with the Rev. Theo-
philas Lindsay, the Rector of Catieriek,—
“an intimaey,” says De Priestely, ¢ which
has been the source of more real satisfaetion
to me than any other eircwmstances in my
whole life.  Mr. Lindsay,” he adds
discovered to me that he was uneasy in his
sitnation. At first T was not forward to en-
courage him in i, but rather advised him
to make what alteeation he thought proper
in the oflices of the Chureh, and leave it to
his superiors to dismiss him if they chose.
Bat his better judament, and greater forti-
tude, led him to give up all connection with
the Established Chareh, of his own aceornd.
This tvok place about the time of my leav-
ing Leeds; and it was not unlil long after
this, that I wag apprized of all the ditlicul-
ties he had to strnggle withy before he eonld
accomplish his purpose. But the opposition
made to it by his neavest friends, and those
who mizht have been expected to approve
of the step that be took, and o have enden-
voured to malke it casy to him, was one of
the areatest. Notwithstanding this, he left
Cattevick, where he had  lived in allln-
enee, idolized Ly his parish, aud went to
London without any certain prospeet, where
hie Jived in two rooms on a ground floor;
until, by the assistance ol his friends, he
was able to pay for the use of the upper ap-
partments, which the state of his heahth ren-
dored necessary.  In this hnmble situation
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tion of the report, and stated that the papes
had been prepared solely by the gentleman
who presented it, without a suggestion on the
part of the Directors.

Mr. Allen then remarked upon the fact
that there were generally supposed to he but
two Unitarian societies in this city 3 but that
there were in reality ten which were truly
Unitarian, as denying the fundamental tencts
of the Calvinistic theology, especially the
doctrine of the Trinity. O these, two are
of the Christian denomination, four Univer-
salists, two Hicksite Friends, and two of our
own. 1n the Staie there are 500 societies
who hold to the sbict Unity of God; in the
United States 3,000.  All these we onght to
hail as brethren. They hold the peculiae
distinetive faith, on account of which men
cast out our names as evil 3 and we should
give them the right hand of fellowship, which
is elsewhere dented 1o them and to us. e
was glad that onr brotherhood with these sects
wis alluded to in the Report.

Mr. Warren now offered a resolution,
which Tie said was olfered twenty years ago
at Boston, but would he equally appropriate
now ; and he would read it, hoping some gen-
teman present would make it the ground of
some remarks. The resolution was as fol-
lows:—

Resoleed, That the opportunities daily pre-
senting themselves for the spread of Unitarian
trith, eall for an increase of teachers, and o more
strennons eflort on the part of its fiends,

The Rev. DMy, Robins, of thoston, came to
sympathize with New Yok, but he believed
e should go away sympathizing with Boston,
He cane as astranger might 3 to look on, not
intending fosay a wonl: but he felt impelled
Lo rise, to give his testimony of approbation o
what had been done, and to wanifest his

have 1 passed some of the most pleasing
hours of my life, when, in conseqence of
living withh Lord Shelburie, Y spent my
winters in London.  On this oceasion il
was that my inthmacy with Mr. Lindsay
was much improved; and an entire coneur-
rence in everytling that we thought to be
for the interest of Clristianity, gave fresh
warmnth to onr friendship. To his society
Lowe much of my zeal for the doetrine of
the divine Unity, for which he made so
great sacrifices, and in the defence of
which he so muel distinguished hmsel{
as 1o oceasion 1 new era jn the history of
relicion in this conntry.  As we became
wmore jutimate, confiding in his hetler taste
and judgment, and also in that of Mus.

sympathy in this eflort fo spread the know-
ledgge of < the Taith once delivered to the
saints.”  Though a stranger, he felt himself
among brethren and friends. 1le concluded
his remarks hy exhorting the workmen who
hadd beun so admirably to keep the plongh-
share bright in the field of God, trosting 1im
to prepare the soil for the sced, and bring it
to a glorious harvest.

De. Cook, at the close of the proceedings,
announced thal the Assoctation had obtained
from the Legistature an act of incorporation,
which was tead and acceepied 5 and after a
few business resolutions, the meeling ad-
journed.

short time before, in London). Thiswas the
first fruits of that inventive and sagncious
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b spirit by which he afterwards rendeved him={ ljin, 1 never chose to publish any thing of
tion which can never be eflaced, and, Lhope, | self so celebrated i the walk of natural : i

. ; C. BRYSON'S BOOK-STORE,
N ] " { moment relating to theology without con-
was strengthened as T advaneed in life, and | philosophy. It was several times reprinted, | sulting him ; and hardly ever ventured to | 87T, FRANCDILS RAVIEBR STREET,
f‘?‘l““ed more rational notiens of religion. jwas transiated into foreign lunguages, and | insert anything that theéy disapproved, be~
The remembrance, however, of what I some- { procured for him admission into the Royal | in.r sensible that my disposition led to pre-
timnes r(flt in that state Of 1gnorance and dark- Society, This work was underinken with- (!i}n]it{\ll(!\', to whiclt their coolness was 2
ness, gives me a peculiar sense of the value | out the least idea of deoing any thing more | spusonable check.”
of rational principles of religion.”? than writing a_distinet and methodical ac- [0 It} CONCLURED 1¥ OUR NEXT-}
At Daventry he spent three years, during | count of all that had been done by others.
which his acute and vigorous mind was ex-|Having, however, a pretty good macline, (From the New York Christian Tnguirer.)
panding in free inquiry and diversified pur- hie was l(:_d to endeavour tonscertain several ANNUAL MERETING OF THE UNITA-
suits. Of the Academy in this place, founded | facts which were disputed; and this led RIAN ASSOCIATION
hy the celebrated Dr. Doddridge, he says:|Lim, by degrees, into a large fieid of ori- OF TIE STATE OF NEW TORK.
“In my time, the Academy was in a stale | ginal experiments. )
peculiarly favourable to the serious pursuits| After being for six years at Warrington,
of truth, ‘as the sindents were about equally } most laborivusly empluyed for nothing more or o o o Enise UsivERSELg : 7
divided upon every question of much impor- | than a bare subsistence, he accepted an in- | Unity, on Monday evening, 11th January, ) sh o 5“‘1“5 e U Rl~‘;‘“ ll)l WD -
tance, in consequence of which all the topics | vitation to take charge of the congregation | {hie Presideat, Z. Cook, Esq., in the chair. q,-l,m_"l? I:_" ' ‘.r‘_' Vit ‘1"‘1;’( i ar Uilc.
of theological orthodoxy and heresy were the | of Mill-Hill Chapel, Leeds.  The liberality Rev. Mr. Robins, of Boston, opened the Martiean. I:‘“ ut de Fanglats,
subject of continual diseussion. Our tutors | of the persons composing it, and his own | meeting with prayer, and the Annual Report Scrierunke Proors axn Scuerprunarn In-
also were ol different opinions: Dr. Ash-|predilection for the Christian ministry, reit- | of the Association was then read by the Chair- | LS TRATIONS or Unrraniasisy. By John
_ worth taking the orthadox side of every ques- | dered this a very agreeable situation 10 1 man of the Board of Directors, Richard War- Wilson. 3rd Xdition, rovised and enlarged.
tion 3 and Mr. Clark, the sub-tutor, that of {him; and here he resumed with his chavae- § yon, Bsq. Tor Coxcrssions oF TRISITARIANS 3 being
heresy, though always with the greatest mo- | teristic ardour, his theological studies. Be- | Rev. Mr. Bellows said that, though disa- | a Selection of Extracts from the most emi-
desty. . The general pilan of our studies, {sides the Theological Repository— -a period- | bled by asevere cold, he could not aflow the {nent Biblieal Critics and  Counmentators.
which may be seen in Dr. Doddridge’s pub- | ical publication—his works on various ques- | report to pass in silence, lest the very walls| 1y John Wilson.
lished lectures, was exceedingly favourable jtious connected with religion were numer- | should ery out. e praised its direciness,itsj  IJhisronic axp Arrisric ILLUSTRATIONS oF ‘
to . free enquiry, as we were referred to au- | ous, and evidenced the zeal with which he | husiness-tike tone, its unvarnished truthful-| e Turxery; showing the Rise, Progress,
thors on both sides of every question, and [was inspired.  But his labours were nol | ness; and procecded to disclaim for the clergy | and Declme of th: Doctring, with Elucida-
were even required to give an account of | confined to the closet: he was exceedingly | any merit in what had been already accom- | tory Engravings. By the Rev. J. R, Beard,
them. Inthis situation, I saw reason to em- | assiduous in his pastoral duties ; and the In- | plished by the Association. IHe rejoiced that | D)., of Manchester, England.
brace what is generally called the heterodox | struetion of the youngin the principles of |:the work had been dene by laymen ; laymen Twrrve Lecrures in Hlustration and
side of almost every question.”> Oa quitting | religion, aiforded him peculiar pleasure. Tt had laid the foundations ; laymen were | Defence of Chiristian Unitarianism. DBy tho
the Academy, he accepted 2 situation to ofli- | was at Leeds that his attention was first ex- | building the walls of the Institution. As to|Rev. J. Scott Porter, Colleague Pastor of tho
ciate as minister to a small Preshyterian con-|cited, in consequence of his vicinity to & | what had been done, it might seem small, in | First Presbytevian’ Congregation, Belfast,
. gregation at Needham, in Suffolk, the salary [ public brewery, to thie_properties of fixed | comparison with what is accomplished where | Ireland.
_ promised him being :£40 per annum, but the |uir, which he found ready made in the pro- | numerical force is greater; but it is, never- CONTENTS:
most that he received from them was £30,|cess ot fermentation, and his experiments | theless, of great importance. 1t requires but | !.—Unitarianizm: What it is, and what it isnot.
whilst the expense of his board exceceded |led him so fur as to contrive a simple appa-

mained of them was a 'decp reverence for di-

Lindsay, & woman of the same spirit and
vine things, and intime a pleasing satisfac.

views, and in all respeets o help-meet for
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UE Eatire Works of Winnias RiLery

- Chnaxxmxg, DD in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. Onvinne
Dewey, D.D., Pastar of the Chureh of the
Messinl, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.
857.

A Cosaentany oNy Thr Four Gosprrs.,
By the Rev. AL AL Livermore.
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The Association held its annual meeting at ](;','li';fl",I,’-l{gtﬁ!]l}ﬁ.;’slll(‘,;(:]m the Bacred Records.

the Library of the Church of the Divine{ Y " faret oH e

£20.  Notwithstanding this, everything for
o while appeared promising, and he ‘was
happy in the success of his schemes for
promoting 1ihe interests of religion in the
place; but having commenced a course of
lectures on the theory of religion, which he

“ had composed whilst at the Academy, he

“found that when he came to treat of the
* Unity of God merely as an article of faith,

several of his audience were attentive to
nothing else but the soundness of his faith
in the doctrine of the Trinily. Ashemade
no secret of his real opintons, it was soon

ratus for impregnating water with it, and he
was enabled to make other interesting dis-
coveries counected with the doetrine of air.
At this time, he says, he had very little
knowledge of chemistry 5 and to this cir-
comstance he aitributes In some measure
the originality of the experiments which
produced these subsequent discoverios that
rendered him so celebrated, sinee otherwise
he might probably have followed somo
He subsequently published
the “Ilistory of Discoveries relating to Vi-

a spark of living fire, to set ofl a great train.
Uunitarianism is making progress, indirectly
as well as directly. Itis advancing not only
by the express teachings of the pulpit, but by
the continual droppings of the popnlar litera-
ture. T'here is a great deal of latent Unii-
arianism ; our business is io develope this,
Pablic sentiment is wailing to run in the
channel which we and we only can prepare
forit. Means, though small, if used with the
tight spirit, will accomplish great results,
Much has already been done. Men’s minds
are shaking off the trammels which they have

2.—Unitarianism the I'aith of the Old ‘'estament
3. —Unitarianism the IPaith of our Lord Jesus Cli.
4 & H.—~Unitarianism the Faith of the Apostles.
6.—Unitarianism the Iaith of the Primitive Ch.
7.-~Unitarianism a Rationa] Faith.
8.—Unitarianism a Devational ¥oaith,
9.—Unitarianism a Benevolent Faith.
10.—Unitarianism a Holy I'aith.
11.—Unitarianism & Consolntory Faith.
12, —Unitarianism a Progressive Faith,
Pravers for the use of Chivistian Families.
With a Preface recommending the Practico
of Family Worship. By the Rev. J. Scott
Porter.

sion, Light, and Colurs,” which, being a | learned to {eel so degrading. They will think

for themselves, and they are ready to accept
While at Leeds, a | a simple faith as soon as it is offered. 1t is

1 proposal was made to him to accempany { our duty 1o labour heart and soul that it may
- he succeeded took a decided part againsi} Capt. Cook in his second voyage to the | be offered toall.

‘him ;"and notwithstanding the principal fa~|South Seas; and as the terms werz very
milies continued with him, his salary fell jadvantageons,

found that he was an Arian. From the | work of much labour and expense, he pub-
time of this dicovery, his hearers fell oll'| lished by subscriptivn.
- apace, especially as the old minister to whom

Lectures oN Cunistran Docrrivg. By
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the Sonth
Congregational Clureh, Portsmouth, N. H.

Tar Avorocy or thr Rev. TnrorniLus
Lixnsayy M. A., on resigning the Viearugo
Mr, Cook expressed himself, in behall of} of Catterick, Yorkshive. -
Lie consented. to it,~~the | the Directors, much pleased with the recep-| Blontreal, December, 1846,




