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EDITORIAL.

THE WHOLE FAMILY,

.
————

“For thia cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our
Lord Jegus ("dss, of whom the whole family in bheaven
and earth s named.—Lp. iii. 14, 16

The apostlc was a man of prayér. When bidding
tho olders of tho thurch at Ephesus tho sad adiou
(Act. xx), ho knelt down and prayed with them all,
Now, when writing to that church from his Roman
prison he atill bowa his knees to the Father of our
Lotd Jeésus Christ, of whom the whole family in
heaven and eatth is ndmed, that He would grant
them fdvord in keeping with the riches of His glory,

Paul felt & ddep interost in the whole family of
God' Hbo was bbund ‘to this family by ties which
things seen or unseen could nover sover. Death,
which dissolves all other ties, will but consoliduto
the eternal union of this family. -

The apostle had always' belonged to a mnoble
family. In his veins flowed tho‘best blood of earth,
Both his parenté ‘ware of the dtock of Abraham, and
he protited in the-family religion above his equals,
beitg moro exceedingly zealous of the traditions of
the fathers. He said, no need of a better family
than the fleshy family of Abraham; did not under-
stand the need of ** enlargingthe place of ita tent?”
(Taa. lvi), nor know thet all the families of the
oarth should bo'blessed in Abraham's seed, When
hiv was converted his underatanding was enlight-
ened, his heart enlarged, and what was his former
gain was loss for Christ. He had this gracogiven to

him to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
lelecn o5 OLLLL, On wedawaband $he anavat whinh

was hid from the foundation of the world, that the
GQentiles were to be part of the whole family, und he
published that secret with a death-defying ardor.

When Jesus came to seek and save the'lost, He

did not take ‘hold of angels, but took hold of the
sced of Abraham. He came unto His own (family),
but His own received Him not, They saw in Him
o desire to bless all tho families of the earth, to
separate all men-from-sin, to condemn sin, and to
save and clear tho sinner. For this His own family
hated and crucified Him. But when His own
rejected Him, Ho gave power to-all that believe in
His name, to become tho sons of God. Theso were
not born of blood, nor of the will of man, but of
God; born of water and the Spirit, they enter into
His family. All worldly ties ate ignored in this
divine relationstup, ** For yo are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as havs been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. Thero 18 neither Jew unor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
Yo be Christ's then are ye Abraham's:seed and
heirs according to the promiss (Gal, iii. 26, 29.)

The dying Iove of Jesusis tho bond that unites the

new family to Him, and to each other. His death
on the cross was nol alone for sin, but displays
such love for the mnnor as destruys his enmity,
and Gud mskes of Jews and Geoliles one now
family, so making peace.

ELvery family is expested to havo a distinctive
namo, the name of its head. When Jacob had
power asd a princo with God and prevailed in prayer,
the angel céalled him Israel, ot Prince of God, and his
cHildten ‘bore-his nane, When u womah leaves
her fachor's house to be married, she takes in tho
lawful ceremony the nams of her husband and head.
Wheu Jews and Greoks bolieved in Chriat with -all
thelr ‘hearts, they.took His name in baptitm as He
appointed. I any of them had been baptized in
the nawe of Paul it would-bo right and proper tu
ol themwélves by his ~amig; and: say I am of

fow in Corinth, lest it should be falsoly roported
that he had baptized in his own name, (1 Cor., 1),
Many of the Corintbiana hearing belioved and:
woro baptized in the namo of Christ, that thoy
might bo of Christ and bear His name.

But this family was not distinotly known by the
nante of its Head, until both Jows and Gentiles
flowed into it, Acts 10, tells when, and how, the
Gontiles joined the family. Tho 11th tells how
Poter was censured by his brethren for preaching
to tho Gentiles, and of their joyful surprise when
he told them how God had sent him to the house of
Cornelius, aud of the glotious results. Beforo the
chapter closes it narrates the following facts: that
zomo of those who had been preaching to the Jews
only, when thoy had come to Antioch preached to
the Grecians (or Greok) the Son Jesus—that the
‘hand of the Lord was with thom, and great multi-
tudes believed and turned to the Lord. That the
church at Jerusalem. heard the news and sent
Barnabas to Antioch; that he saw thograce of God,
was glad, oxhorted them all to cleavo to the Lotd,
and that much people were added to the Son. That
Barnabas sought out Saul, brought him to Antioch;

(that they met with the church, taught much people,
.and tho disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch, .

Eminent critica render the passage thus
‘‘Barnabas and Saul aseembled with the church,
taught much people, and called the disciples
Christians first at Antioch.” "This rendering is in
harmony with the scopo of tho passage, which
affirms, two actions of the apostles, 1st. They met
with the church. 2nd. They taught much people.
The conjunction and couplos the third action, viz.,
calling the disciples Christians, with tho firat and
second things which they.did. Now if it meant

that soma ona else. especially an enemy had called
them Christians, then the disjunctive but wouvld

be used, because new aud opposing actors wera
introduced, the first actors doing the will of Glod,
but the second opposing His will, but therp is
‘nothing in the passage to indicate such opposition.

Some affirm that Christian was a nickname of
reproach given to the disciples by the epemiss of
Christ. This idea is absurd Nazsrene was a
oame of reproach, The enemios called Jesus a
Nazarene, and called His followers Nazarenes on
His account. But did these enemies call Jesus the
Christ! Noindeed. They vehemently denied that
Ho was the Christ. How then conld they call His
followera Christians on His account! When Isaiah
sreaks of the Geutiles coming into the new
faroily he adds ‘* Thou shalt be called by a new
rame, which the mouth of the Lord shall name”
(Ixii.2) So theu pursuant to this prophecy, when
the Gentiles came in, Paul and Barnabas, the
Lord's speakers, called this family Christians after
the name of their husband and head. Christ was
crucified for them, they had been baptized in the
name of Christ, and were ever after known .as
Christians. 'They acknowledged no other pame
given by friend or foe, and no other name:is
"appropriate for them in earth or heaven. None of
those who contend for the denominational names
which divide the family. of God expect these names
to survive death. If good on earth thoy will be
utterly ignored ia heaven. None are so foolish -as
“to expect these names to satisfy the whole family
on earth. They are but the names of men and
things unknown in the Bible, and as such must
perish, but the worthy name by which the whole
family. is called -is- dear to every niember, and be.
comes dearer to all as they approach the ziver; and
will be still dearer on *‘ the cther shore.”

To wear a ame unworthily is:to- dishonor that
naid, Thé firm foundation of God Las this seat,
**The Lord knoweth them thht ate his”, atd,
¢ Lot every.ona who-nhmes ths namb of Christ'de-

part from iniquity.” Thisdoubld seatof safetfrand

sanclity, is like the foundation, unchangeable.” One
is to encourago all tho faithful children of God with
the assurance that God knows thom, and.all they <o
and hope and suffer for His cause; the'utheristo
warn them to be true and faithful to Him-and His
people” and Tiis ‘cause, whose. name they .bear.
Thot name* stands high ‘abovd- every: name in:-the
universe, and if I am'called by it how dreadful- to
assooiato with it any thing welfish, nidan, or-dig~
honorable, When Jesus shall send His angeld-to
gathor out of His kingdom every abominstion, He
will drivo from Bim' overy one. that-ss§eth Loxdy
Lord, but does not the will of His Father.: Lot
this seal bo aver beforo our eyes ¢ The Lord
knoweth them that'aro Hid, and, let every-ond
that namoth tae name of tho Christ depart-front
iniquity " even when others turn from Bim-(2 Tim,,
i, 19.)

The whole family is very large, much largor thafr
the Jowish family, Many have croseed: the floods
and some are nearly-over. Hsappy day, whenall
‘will meet without a spot, a wrinkle, or* alsigh.
When the Lamb who isin the.midst of the throne
shall load thoni“to tiving founiains of water; and
God shall have wiped every tear from their eyes.
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We want all to notico the above dats and ré:
membor it is'the timé of our Annual Mésting;’ atid
that Milton, N. 8., is the place. Thosdé whoBoms
by teams know how to-come much batter'than we
can toll them., Those who comie by public'coliviys
- ance botter come to Bridgewater. You will' goon
the Abndpolis-and Windsor R.R. to Middldtony
and changa thare for Bridgbwater. From hére yéi
tako coach to Milton'" about thifty wiiles, This
saves thirty-five nilés of cdaching as in forh'os
times, Pay the wholé fdre t6 Milton atd’yei
will got back home for ondtthird fare by getithys
certificate from thé Sacrdta#y of the meeting.' Thid
includés both the N. S, Central'and’ the’ A W, R
R. I will probably gétn réduction on the cvack
line. If the friends want to como thiéirgh* td
Milton thb samb nigkt—getting to' Milton “between
oleven and twelve o’clock— rather ‘then' rémhid=id
Bridgewater over night, and coifie oftf by th¥ rifoin-
ing coach, they ‘catlét e kndw and I'will'airangs
with the coach.ah to suit the: coadhing to your
wishes, This arrangement makes it much-eadibitéd
comsé to Milton'tlian ever’ béfore. The ‘bodt 'from
Halifax, and from Yarmouth' to Miltoh, are -the
sanio ad iniforimbr-days. Thbso wishing 'to tome by
boat can, no’ doubt, obtsid reducsd fards by - ap
plicationton’ the boat.

We anticipaté with unwavering confidéndgra
grind abd profitable miesting. Bro. Darkt of
Boston, has'assuréd ‘us that he ab@ his*wife ‘Wilk be
with us, both of whoui will' contribute’ latgely
towardmakitiy the méeting interdsting. Wb eipéct
Bro. Orawfofd and wifsf Bro. Emery atid  wife!
bésidés our own preachers'of New' Bronawick antk
Nova Scotia.

In behslf of tho bisthien’ and' fridnds it Miltow
I ektend to all 0¥’ bréthrant and-feicnds *who wilt
cdmélto the Annual's hbsfty welcom, add whudsiis
you that our wilcotis does'nbt ¢ atick in'our throats™
like Macbeth's amen, but it comes from ths wapiiest
coreér of buiheaits.! We anxidtnly hdpés thattifiny
will conis. Comb With' your hehrts fult'of lifé atid
enthusiasm, come burning with devotidn, to thy
beat'work and grandest pléa thit éver engajed’ the
hiéatt afid Hand ‘of nien. Comy atid phrtakéwithul
the joy of Ohgistidn 16vé afidnition'so divinelybleat
Come and unite with us in earnéatprhyer ts: 'thé
Fathérof Dight, tostrengthen ant widbo'siid Sgbpen
HisWorkioh éadth.: Comeatd géaipbhivda'is trionddy

greeting and make thé'oteasicn's ‘reintoroenetiV- of



