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THE NEW VEAR.

Wo have passed another mile-stone in life's
jomrney. Aro we better than when we eresed the
threshold of 18881 JIg our present tho futurs wo
desired it to ba a yoar ago?  We know the present
is tho future of tho yeara that have passed, and it
is tho prosent that makes ovr future.  If not satis-
fied with our presont future, will we bo satistied
with the eternal futuro that is vot to come! Theso
aro soleinn, important questions, and when wo
considor the fact that on this life hangs our etornal
destiny, it causos us to be very thaukful to our
Father in heaven that wo are spared to outer this
now year and aro still between the oternities.

Many who onterod the old year with us aro gone.
Their chances and opportunities for improvement
and advancoment in Divine life ended with the old
year, If to us tho new year is but the old yoar
repeated, our lense of life is nono less than a
calamity, as the great end of life is to improve our
lives and to live for that lifo which has no end.
When we cease to grow bettor wo cease to live.

Woe ofton lament the loss of property and mourn
the loss of friends, but how wuch deeper our re_
grots should be over lost opportunitics. The mis.
takes of the past are mistakes forover. Whilo
God may forgive us onr sing, He dresn’t remnve
tho tcars on our nature caused by sin, Tho only
way to hido tho scars is by growth. Tho only
possible way, thorefore, to madify the evil effects
of the past is by rightly improving the present.
It is this proper conception of lifo that should
mako us doubly thankful for this ‘“new year "
We should bo very caraeful in this year not to re-
peat the mistakes of tho past. Sowe one hassaid,
““To stumble twice against the same stone is a
provorbial disgrace.” [t will be well for us te look
over the mistakes of the past, as it will help us to
redeem the presont. If wo havo beon carolcss we
should awake out of sleep—we should no longer
be dreaming, but doing; we should make up for
lost time, giving our best thoughts and care to the
things that will not perish-but will eudure unto
cternal life. Our prayer should be, “Lord, so
teach us to number our days that wo may upply
our hearts unto wisdom.” In view of our great
life work we need to number and know our days,
so that wo may rightly improve every moment.
If we have a job «f work to do, but no special
time specified in which to do it, we will not work
so hard as we would if the job had to be completed
in a certain number of days. This work of build.
ing charactor is a big job we have on hand, and
requires all our time. It is not enough to number
our days, but to so number them that we may app'y
our hearts unto wisdom. The good results arc mn
the application. We must know what is right and
apply it to our hearts.

This should be the question in the begi: mng of
1889: *‘How shall I rightly improve the time?”
If this year is to be a better une than last year, we
will need to be very carctul, and attend to the use
of all our time. We should look after the Now.
The present mowment is the one to improve. Wo
aro too apt to put off what we can do now to somo
future time. ¢“Weshould take care of the secor.ds,
and the hours will take care of themselves.” Wo
should have some regular order, sume particular
time for every interest, and be sure and follow the
order. This would prevent the two extremes of
some days overwork and other days no work., We
should tako special care not to lot our temporal
secular wants engage all our time. Give to the
mind its drve portion of time. Read mnuch, study
more, think most. Ho who neglects the cultiva-
tion of his mind for any other consideration makes
amistake that time nor otornity can never mitigate.
We should givo time for the study of Gad’s word.
Tho precious influonces of His word cannot bo feit
upon our naturo unless it dwells in us richly. We
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’ must “hde His word in onr hearts” in order to
overcomeo ovil. Don’t neglect this all-important
duty. Commeunce this year, if you never have
before, and set apart a portion of the 365 days for
the purpnso of impressing the word of God upon
your beart. **There is nothing greater in tho world
than man and nothing grearor in man than the
gonl.” Wo may add to this that nothing
will mako the sonl great like the word of God when
preper attention is given to it, Let this saying of
Christ, “Search the Scriptures,” bo our motto
for 1889  Supposo we read four chapters a day;
this way take us an half-hour, if we read slowly
and carefully, We will read tho Now Testament
through fivo times at this rato during the year.
Who can estimato the purifying and elevating in-
fiuence this will have on our natures? Iow cax it
be possiblo for us to live beautiful without con-
stantly incroasing in the knowledgo of God? How
many will try this? How few will bo our opportu-
nities for fitting our souls for heaven! How the
yoars nirry!  As wo grow older our birthdays como
oftencr. ““The night is far spont; tho day is at
hand. Lot us therofore cast off the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light,” Tt us make
this new year tho best and happiest year of our
life. H. Murnrray,

diews of fhe Chnrehes,

NEW BRUNSWICK.
ST. JOIIN ITEMS,

Three additons since Jast month—two by con-
fession and obedicuce, and one by lettor.

A childron's servico was held last Lord’s day
evening, The exercises consisted of singing by
tho children, reading of scripture and an appropriate
address by Bro. Capp.

Last Lord's day morning Bro. Capp gave us a
review of the work done by the church during the
year, in which he stated the amouut of money
raised from all sources was S1800; additions to
church 16, and ong death occurred in our ranks
during the year. Twolve preachers had visited us
from othor churches. The discourse wos timely
and encouraging. We look forward for a botter
work during the coming year.

LORD'S COVE,

Our work is progressing’ favorably here on this
rock-bound islo of the sea, I belicve it is consid-
ered that this church has nover been in a more
presperous condition than what it is at the present
time. Financially, numerically and ‘spiritually our
brethren are moving onward. The year 1888
passes away Jeaving this congregation in the midst
of peace, happiness and prosperity.

Since our last report three havo been baptized
here who aro heads of families, and at our lust
meeting another (a promising young man) came
forward, confessed the Saviour, and is yet to fol-
low in tho beantiful ordinance of Christian baptisin.
Oac more has also been induced to start anew in
tho path which leads to heaven, and help to swell
the numbers of this congreaation, The outlook
for 1889 is very oncouraging, and we are all very
hopeful that tho efforts put forth here to advance
the Redeowner's kingdom will bo crowned with
abandant success. I am about to bggin tho new
gear's work undor the most favorablo auspices,
having, [ beliove, the Christian sympathy and hearty
support of overy individual member. From the
oldest to tho youngost, each one have checred me
onward and bade mo God spz2ed.

"I'is swoet to toil in such a field,
And scattor sceds of truth;

The harvest, then, a fruitful yield,
While ayo renows its youth.

I love to seo tho church alive
And dwell in peaco and lovo,

And overy individual strive
To gain a home above,

BEAN'S iSLAND,

This is'and is largely owned by Bro. Benjamin
Simpson, 1t was my privilego to hold services
onco horo and administer tho ordinance of baptism
to one who had rosolved to become a Christian,
On tho morning of Nor. 19th, Bro. Honry Stuart,
with his sailing vessol, conveyed a number of us
over from Deer Island. Wo all enjoyed the trip
very much, and intead at no distant day to hold
gervices again here and seo if we cannotinduce
others also to start in the path of life which leads
to those heavenly mansions beyound the datk sea.
Sinco our mecting the hushand of the vne baptizod
has resclved to follow his wife, and start for that
better land. May Gnd grant that finally this family
may bo welcomed home amid the anthem of angels
and the music of the heavenly choir. Then

To diwell in that bright future world,

Whero time’s ruugh angry waves ne'er roll;
There they can rest their weary head

In the bright home-land of the soul.

LEONARDYILLE.

The church hero is moving on very favorably.
Our congregations are largo and the goneral outluok
is good; in fact, the brethren are hving in poace,
and wo are also about to begin our year's work
hore, having every reason 10 expect a year of prus-
perity and happivess, We havo a noble bard of
brethren 1n this vicinity, this being, in fact, one of
our best congregations, Two have here of late
confeascd the Savivur. They wero in the Lloom
of youth, and weo trust they will develup into a
beautiful manhood. They wore baptized at tho
Northwest Harbor and received into the fellowship
of this congregation. Wo are expecting others to
folluw and help to lead the embattled hosts on to
victory—

Where in that bright home in heaven
We may dwell forever more.

LE TETE, CHARLOTTE Co.

I have been holding services at the church here
during a part of each week for the last month,
Our work, however, under the circamstances, has
been too laborious. During two wecks wo mot
together twenty-six times—this included baptismal
and funeral services. About a half-dezen have
been induced to return to the church here and
continue in the Christian warfare. The prospects
are gradually brightening, aud a number are on the
eve of coming to the Saviour. Bro. J. A. Gates,
with his indefatigable wifo, did a good work here,
and it is to bo regretted that this church should
have beon so long ncglected and left without a
shepherd. Bro. P. D. Nowlan is now pastor of
this congregution, but, owing to sickness and other
engagements, he has been unablo Wemeet with us
only semi-occasionally. Bro. Nowlan's preaching
is highly spoken of, and he necds the sympathy
and prayers of tho brotherhood in his work of faith
and labor of love. May God richly bless him
forever. 1 have enjoyed myself very much with
the people here in Lo Tete. I have visited nearly
evory family throughout the Jength and breadth,
from Mascarine to Green's Point, Here, at the
last named place, is located the fog horn signal, I
have had the pleasure frequeuntly of visiting Bro,
and Sister Georgo Hallem and Bro. and Sister
Sydnoy Dincs, who resido here and heve charao of
the signal. Sister Dines is a daughtor of Bro. J,
A. Gates, and is activo and onergetic, and an honor
to her laborious parents, I am satill continuing
our meotings hero in the midst of storms, but have
to roturn cach Saturday'to continuo our work on
the island, Different ones have kindly offored to
tako mo back and forth in aailing vessels, and have
wnade evorything as pleasant as they possibly could;




