
So CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

The Drop in Cocaine.

Som2ewhat to the astonishmient of whole-
sale diuggists, the cocaine ia nuifactuers
on March 9th gave notice of a fresh re-
duction in the price o the ana:sthetic, the
decline in price on this occasion being a
little over 8 per cent.-viz., fioni i4s. to
12S. rod. per o. for hydrochlorate in
Soo-oz. lots. The increased importation

of crude cocaine and the reduced prices
at which that product is said to be offered
are put forwaird as reasons for the decline,
but there are probably other conti ibutory
causes. At any rate, although cocaine is
now lower in price than it bas beei since,
ii iSS., it first becamîîe a commercial
article, very little confidence is fut in the
stabihty of the alkaloid. Last year vas a
imost unstable one in the cocaine market,
tIe wholesale qu tations having changed
on an average once a monlih.

''he cause of this distirbance lay chiefly
in Ihe appearaince in the market of a new
manufacturer, Who hegan by cutting the
conivention rates, and 1 provoked reprisais.
After a sharp contest maiters settled down
in the autumn to a gcneral price of about
i.s. 6d., altiough the previously existing
absolute unanimnity among the mnakers
had not survived the shock of ile strug-
gle. The general view was that prices
voild remaii pretty low during the pres-

ent year, but as far as supplies were known
to exist in second hands a rather tnevent-
fnl year vas expected. Al the vholesale
firns are pretty well stocked, and, while il
is believed tlat the article cannot beiar
imich further cutting without becoing
unprofitable to the miantufacturers, the
knowledge tiat aly> agreem2ent amnong the
imakers to raise the price to an exorbitanit
figure would bring new nanufacturers
into-. the field suffices to preserve the
peace of mind of middleniui and con-
snmers.-Chemist and Druggisl.

Action for Damages Against a Whole-
sale Drug House'.

'he case of Dr. F. R. Eingland against
Messrs. Kerry, Watson & Co., wholesale
druggists of Montreal, vas tried before
Mr. justice Archibald and a special jury.
The circuistances of tIhe case are pro-
babiy well known to most of our readers.
ir. England, wlo evidenily dispensed his

owi miiediciiie, teleplioied to 1-1. H. Dart
& Co. for two ounces of bismuth, and re-
ccived a package imarked " Blisimuth Tris-
nit, 2 o.." Mrs. E2ngild took a dose of
from2 30 to 40 grains. Shortly afterwards
she complaincd of a pain in lier stomach.
Dr. England administered emetics, and
gave relief. About ten days afterwaîd
Mrs. Elngland died, and it was alleged
that death was caused by the administra.
lion of thle drig, and whlich Dr. England
claimned was tartar eietic, which had
been sii)plied in place of bismuth.

Mr. Dart claiied that the drug iad
been supplied to himn as " bismuth " by
Kerry, Watson & Co., hence the action
taken against the latter firm. Thle de.

fence submilitted thiat they had ne.ver sold
the drug umnder the circuiistances leferred
to, and therefore could înot he lield ne-
sponsible for damnages cauîsed hy a third
party. They also claimed that death re.
sulted fron natimal causes, and causes
other thain those alleged by the doctor.
An analysis of the stpposed " Ibiseiîtl "
vhicli lr. )art had fuirnisled vas foutid
to be lartar emletic. Thle evidence of tie
government ledical experts, and Drs.
Giîdwood and Fafard, favored the theory
that death lad not resulted from poison-
ing, but fron peritonlitis and the other
complaints mnentioned.

The verdict of the jury vas that MNrs.
England's deatlh had been accelerated,
though not to any appreciable extent, hy
lier having taken a dose of tartar emiîetic
ini mistake for bismuth, and that Dr.
England himself lad suffered no pecutniary
loss by her death, and that lis son Iad
suffered loss to the extent of $1,ooo.
Juîîdgmîent wvas therefore givenî a1gainst
Kerry, Watsoni & Co. for this amount.
Thle case will ie appealed.

Vanilla Extracts.

(1 ) To 130 grains of vanîilla, finely cut,
aid i graml of potassium carbonate, add
1oo grais of boiling wyater, alluw to cool,
and then add Soo grains of 95 per cent.
alcohol, macerate for at least .13 hours
and filer. (2) Musk, o.5 grain : potas-
saim carbonate, o.5 gran : vanilla beans
(cut), 30 gramns ; boilinlg water, 120 graims;
alcohol, 36o grans. Thile boiling water is
poured over tihe imisk, vanilla, and potas-
siuni carbonate, allowed to cool, whenî the
alcohol is added, and the whole allowed
to imacerate 14 days, when il is fltered.-
D)ru. K1.

Fluid Extracts by Dialysis.

Golaz (Anna/. Pharm.) proposes te
obtain the active constituients of vege.
tables -in their natural condition by ex-
tracting them by ieans of dialysis. 'l'o
this enid lie bruises tIhe iediciiail plants
and places thle pulp int2o1 a dialyzer sur-
rotinded by go per cent. alcohol. 'ie
tincture thus obtained containis from 3.
to -15 per cent. of alcolhol, the extra w*ater
present being derived solely from the
greeîn plant. 'lie author thinks these
tinctures, or field extracts, e.actly repre-
sent the mnedicinal virtues of tIe druîgs.
One part of the finisled exîract is sup.
posed 10 represelt an equal weight of the
herb.

1is Dts'cawrro.-A little boy whose
elder sister is mntch initerested -in1 photo-
graphy, and wh0o gives the famîîily thle benle.
fit of mnany observations about ler work,
vas taken to the court-house to sce the

end of a certain tria). le came home
and told his iother about il. " The
judge iade a speech to the jtiry," he
said, " and tilei sent them into a little
dark rooni t develop."-Ensto Tran-
script.

Cyeling Proverbs.

Politeness is like a pietimatic tire;
tlhce is not miuicli in il, buit il cases milany
a jolt ii the journey of life.

A pleasait disposition, like oi ii a
bicycle beariig, reduces friction and pre-
vents a world of wear and tear.

Ambition is like a bicycle saddle
tloigl iitucih sat ipol, il guenrally man-
ages to be on to).

'ile work of the wîorld, like a bicycle,
would soon stop, were il not for the
cranks.

Like a link in a bicycle clain, we may
îlot aiomit to itich iiidividually, but
collectively we m2ake ithe wheels go
arouinld.

Life is like a bicycle run ; somne worry,
fret, and scorcli along, and sooi reici the
end, while others take ii easy and enjoy
thiemiselves as thîey go.-..-I wericanJozurna/
qf /Motography.

Rothschild's Rules.

''ie elder Baron Rothschild had these
rules posted uponi the walls of his bank

Shuni liquors.
Dare to go forward.
Never he discouiraged.
Never tell btisiness lies.
Be polite to everybody.
ERmploy your time Well.
Be prompt in everytiinig.
Pay your debts promîptly.
Bear al troubles patiently.
Do not reckoni tpon chance.
Make no iseless acquaiitanîces.
Be brave in the struggle of life.
Maintain your integrity as a sacred

thing1.
Never appear something more than you

are.
Take time to consider, and then decide

positively.
Careftilly examine inito every detail of

your busiless.

S'lie Non-Ileredity of 'inebriety," by
Leslie E. Keeley, M.D., LL.D., is the
title of a timnely volume low in the press
of S. C. (;riggs & Co. The mauîhor en.
deavors to show tilat iniebriety is a disease,
and that it, as well as otlier diseases, is not
lereditary. 'l'ie work is said to dliffer
from others on inebriety in its applica.
tion of the doctrines of the variation of
species andil natural selection 10 cell life,
thuts sh2owilg the causes and nature of dis.
case, its modern scientific treatmiienit, and
the philosopy of inhmnnity to disease iii
genieral, and inebîiety iii particular-all ini
language within the coipreheisioi of the
geieral reader. 'l'ie international repu-
tation of the atthor as an original investi-
gator in matters pertaining to inebriety
should make this vork of more thal or-
dinary value to scientists, the iedical pro.
fession, and to all wio are, by legislation
or othervise, endeavoring to correct hie
evils of intemperance.
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