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fiahl the past seazon, Both grass and clover wae morn vigorous,
greenand lively within the top-dressed square,and just as visiblo all
around was the exhausted crop, which asid as audibly as grass
could say, iu its declining state, that it had received po such assise
tance from this individual fertilizer.

On a hill-side not at all renowned for its wealthy properties in soil,
we planted the Davis Scedhings and Jeany Lind potatoes in clear
coal nshae, half n shovel full in a hill.  Below, on cqually as good
grountl, we planted the samo kinds of polatoes in comnpost manure,
and the roal ushes, single handud, turned out the largest, best, (sir.
est and most numerous quantity of potatoes. In reality, they were
tho best wo raised on the farm,  Almost sitla by side, in compost
manure, our potatoes were gomewhat infected with rot§ in the
ashes they were all healthy and zounil almost to a potatoe.

In kindling fires, it 1s truo, wo use shavings and a littlo lizht
woud, but tho quanuty [ consider almost too insigmficant to take
into the arcount,

‘Thesn oxperiments convince ue that as a furtilizer, anthracito
coal nehes possess 1he ifo and energy to priducethe above effects
on tommon crops. Henve, whatover theoretieal lcc:urcrs.or wrilers
may present to undervalue the better gualities of the article, while
it continues to improve quantitivs and qualitics of graes, sl give
us sounder and larger crops ot potatoes, wo conclude to give it an
honorable standing among the general ngents which hiave long beld
unslisputed station in the farme.s’ compost.

Sauth Groton, QOct., 1839, W, Lroxann,

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

De Torrester will be greatly obliged if the Secretaries of
the difterent Agricultural Sovicties will forward to him all
the mformation they enn relative to the state of Agriculture
within their respective bounds in addition to what they have
already done, sapecinlly every thing appertaining to the crops
of lust year. Next year, it is boped, that n regular series
of queries on blunk shouts will be issued, by which complete
and nceurnte statistics on  the Agriculture of the Province
may be published every year, and by which cur progressive
advancement in this respect may bo seen.  ‘This yeara Re-
port must be presented to the Legislature, and it is in every
way desitablo that that Report be as full as possible. Every
floet ought to be mnade, that the original Agricultural Grant
to the counties be restored.  Were the different Agricultu.
ral Socicties to take up this sabjeet, and to forward petitions
to the Legislatore to thin offeet, we have little doubt that
the object would be gained.

ARTICLES ON RETURNS ‘10 CIRCCLAR,

e

We return to our theme.  The next query in the circular
is this—=*" I3 there anything like general attention paid to
the Rotation of Crops?”  There is no small diversity in the
replies given to this query.  Were we to ge into details and
attempt to clussify the Returns, on this point, we would say,
that out of about 40, there nre 10 report that the rotation
of crops is preity generally attended to, 15 partially, and
the other 13, that it is not attended to at all. This siate of
things does not take us by surprise.  The want of a syste-
matic rotation of crops in Nova Scotin, and indeed in Lower
Canada ns well as in all the Lower Provinces, lies at the

rame root in the zame field for a snccession of years—not
without manuring, it ia true, but rendering it altogether im.
possil:ls for them to carry ont anything like a systemiitic
courac in the mninnagement of their Farms, And, in addi-
tion to all theso reasons, there is, perhaps, a majority of our
Iarmers who really know little or nothing about the im-
mensa advantages arising from an adhorenco to system in
the rotation of crops. We blame them not for this. Their
ancestors, the first colonists in the scttlement, betook them-
selves to the clenring of the ground and tho cultivation of
tho soil withont any previous training, and ended without
nny scientific knowledge of Agriculture at all; and as their
forcfuthers farmed so do they, their circomstances having in
n great measure shut then out from those opportunities of
information which have been opencd to others in older set-
tled district.  And, even when they have been favoured
with such opportunitics, there is a stercotyping in Agricul.
tural pursuits, arising from n long continued practice. which
nothing but the most palpable and sensible demonstration,
which nothing but occular observation, will supplant.

Now there nre two grand classes of reasons in favour of
the rotation of cropping on which wo would mitke n lew re.
marks. The Girst is that different plants draw from the soil
different sorts of foud, o that ene plant will grow freely in
a soil in which another will senrcely grow, or, if it grow nt
all, will prove excecdingly uaproductive and unprofitnble.
‘This is n great Inw or principle taught us by nnture itself,
and constitutes one of the main rensons for the geographical
distribution of plants.  Why does one species of grass grow
in the mendow, another on the level plateau, and nnother
on the Alpine summit?  Simply because they find in these
respective Jocalities the food most congenial to their unture.
You may plant the finest hardwood trees in the fields occu.
pied for a century or more by these of the identical species
—befote the desoluing sconrge of the forest fire passed over
them—nnd what will be the resalt? If they grow at.ali,
they will be stunted and scraggy. And the reason plainly
is, that the bycgone trees have absorbed all the nutriment
congeninl to their nature.  Plant other kinds of trees, such
as are classed amongst coftwood, and these will shoot
forth with utmost luxuriance. And cxaatly so is it with
ground and crops under cultivation. The turnip, for exam-
ple, takes from the soil a large quantity of one kind of nutri-
tious matter—whent a lurge quantity of a different nutriti-
ous matter, aud hay a large quantity of nutritious matter
ditfferent from both turnips and wheat ; thevefore, though a
ficld may give n suflicicney of that kind of nutriment which
is principally required by one crop, yet, if another of the
same kind immediately follows, there will be a deficiency
for it ; but, if a different crop succeeds, there will be found
enough of all the materials it nceds fully to manure it; and
when a thied crop of another deseription follows, which ro
quires nourishment different from cither which have prece-
ded it, the soil may be in a condition to yield a good crop of
the Just ulso. Bul as every crop tukes away more or less
of all the nutrition which the soil contains, if a succession of
crops (no matter how different the kinds which succeed each
other may be) are gathered and carried off the land without
the occasional addition of manures, they will be found gra-
dually to diminish in quantity till they reach a point, when
they will scarcely pay the expense of cultivation,  And this
is actually the state of matters, in too many instances,
throughout this Prevince, ’

The other class of reasons which go to support the neces-

voot of all our defects in the matter of Agriculture. The | sity of the adoption of a thorough system of thw rotation of
lung, sescte Winters present something like a plausible ren- | erops, is that from the varicty of crops the oceasional failure
gon for tahing crops of hay year after year in succession | of one iv not so much fult, seeing that the others furnish
from the exme ficld, and that ofiemiimes without any top- | subsistence sufliciently without it. 'T'his other class of rea-
dressing.  The uncertainty of the markets, too, sometimes | sons might furnish abundant scope for illustration, What-
presents temptations tu our Farmers to grow somo particalar | ever bo the scicnce and the skill of the Farmer in the culti-
crop to an excess, to the all but total neglect of all others, | vation of the soil, and in the supplying of his various crops
such, for instance, &s has taken place in King's county for y with suitable food, much of the success of his efforts depends
the Jast few yenrs in refercace to the potato,  Tho great | upon the Llessing of heaven.  Changes in climate and othér
demand for that escalent, and the high price it brought in | casualties often occur which blast the fairest prospedts of the
the American murket, have prompted not a few to plant the | Farmer regarding certain crops. Over these, of* course, he
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