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points caleulated to show the necasvity for
the discussion of the bost moans of averting
the evil consequence to the Methodist church
of a public interference in political contro-
vorsy on the part of its Ministers.

In pursuance of our promise in tho Pro-
spectus, we have adied the article entitled
Tastoral faithfulness, with a view of reviving
the zeal aud energy of all who love Metho-
dism as it was found under the management
of its venerated TFather, in refereuce to its
spiritual prosperity. Other articles are add-
cd, subordinately, in accordance with our
intended plan,

Having, in the Prospectus and other ar-
ticles herein referred to, made out a case
Justifying, demanding and encouraging the
issue of the * Wesleyan Methodist,” wo send
it forth with a pure and fervent desire that it
may assist in advancing the prosperity of the
church, by discussingin perfect harmony with
all its other agencies, the general intevest.

Wo have further to notice, thatthe present
number is an experimental one as to periods
of publication,—viz., whether monthly, twice
a month, or weekly in future ; and also as to
the size of the paper. Both will depend on
the direction of public opinion, and the de-
mands of subscribers. Al that is fixed in *he
matter is, that it will at all events be issued
monthly for six months from January 1st,
1845, on the terms herein stated.

PASTORAL FAITHFULNESS.

“ How I kept back nothing that was pro-
fitable unto you, but have showed you and
have taught you publicly, and from house to
house. Wherefore 1 take you to record thiz
day, that I am pure from the blood of all
men, For I have not shunued to declare unto
you the whole counsel of God.?—Acts xx.
0, 26, 27.

* Such was the pastoral character of St. Pav, |
such, perhaps, to an equel extent was thet
of the Rev. John Wesley, the founder ol
Methodism. His successors in the Ministry ¢
aspire, it is to be haped, to the sume perfec-!
tion. 'We do not hesitate to assert the im-!
possibility of success, unless the same plan:

e
the counsel of God, in matters essentinl to
lioliness and salvation, And, after years of
labour, perl:aps honoured by thousands, as a
profitable and popular preacher, when etor
nity bursts upon him, he is condemned by
these very scriptures, and porishes, through
gome besetting sin.  Failing ina perfect ex-
ample, ho is convicted of having encouraged
sin, while he preached the Gospel. How
awful then is the Pastoral office! What
dreadful responsibility rests on tho head of
cvery man that enters a pulpit, and reccives
pay for taking the oversight of souls! To
illustrate a little, a loitering, gossipping min-
ister, cannot cffectively exhort his chargeto
redeem their time, and avoid unprofitable and
ncedless conversation,—a practice as destruc-
tive of holiness, us drunkenness. He cunnot
reprove cffectively the excessive use of to-
buceo, wines and spirituous liquors, if he
touches them at all himself.  1f he does not
visit all his charge, vich and poor, without re-
spect of persons, or unfettered by any other
circun atance whatever, he caunot enforce
pastoral duties by teaching. These are only
hiuts of the nature of the illustration this sub-
ject bears, Lut the application of it to all du- |
ties is easy. A\s we cannct pretend to teach !
the deep lessons this subject requires, we re-
fer to the following specimon of the Reverend }
John Wesley's teaching, for which purpose’
alone we raako the present introductory re-
marks. Would to God he had more follow-
ers in every denomination of christians ; buti
if any are under more obligation than others, i
to respond to his faithful call, it is the Wes-
leyan Methodist Ministry :

From the Minules of the English Conference in 1766, fj

Mr. Wesley snys: « All hitherto is com- |

paratively little, T come now tospeak of grea-
ter things.

I do not depend on secing another Confer-
ence.  Therefore, I will now speak once fori
all, as taking my leave of you.

I cannot but know more of the state, both
of the Methodist Pireachers and people, than

moral honesty ! To instance only in & fow
particulars,

‘What scrvants, journeymen,labourers, car-
penters, bricklayers, do as they would be
done by} Which of them does as much work
ushecan? Set him down for a knave that
does not.

‘Who does as ho would be done by in buy-
ing and solling horses 7 Wiite him knave
that docs not.  And the Methodist kuave is
the worst of all knaves.

2. Family religion is shamefully wanting,
and almost in cvery branch.

And the Methodists in general will be littlo
better till we take quite another course with
them, TFor what avails public Preacking
alone, though wo would preach like Angels?

‘W must instruct them from Louse to house:
till this is done, and that in good earnest, the
Methodists will be little Letter than other
people.

But wo shell find many difficulties both in
ourselves and the people.

1. In oursclves thero is much dulness
and laziness; so that there will be much ado
to get us to be fuithful in the work,

2. We have akso a base man-pleasing tem-
per, which makes us let men perish, rather
than Jose their love; and let them go quietly
to hell, lest we should anger them,

3. Some of us have also a foolish bashful-
ncss. We know not how to begin, or to speak
plainly. We blush to speak for Christ, or to
contradict the devil, or to save o soul.

4. Our interest stops our mouths, and
makes us unfaithful in the work of Christ.

5. But the great hindrance is weakness of
faith: so our whole motion is weuk, because
the spring of it is weak.

6. Lastly, we are unskilful in the work.

How few know how to deal with men, so
as to get within them, and suit all our dis-
course to their several conditions and tempers,
to choose the fittest subject and follow them,
with a holy mixture of seriousness, and tenior,

Jbe pursued,and the individuals have obtained | any other person ; because 1see more of the g;‘"d love, and meekness, and evangelical al-
that entire Christian liberty, to be ablo to say, | Preachers, and more of the People in every | lurements?
I have kept nothing buck that was profitable | part of the Kingdom, Therefore I can give: And wehuve as many difficultiesto grapple

unto you, and can make the snme appeal to
Gad, of being pure from the blood of all
men, and say also, 1 have declared unto you
the whole counsel of God ; that is, enforced,
with every moral-and christian duty without
exception, by precept and by oxample.
Where the latter is deficient, the former
is, aud wmust always be withheld. We
do not say that an unholy Minister may ndt
preach the principal truths of the Gospel.
But, in accordance with that deep sentiment
of our Lord, “ If thine cye is single thy whole
bodyshall e full of light.” We assert that no
man can perceive clearly, and feel strongly
on subjects relative to which his practico is
deficient. Ho may preach many good ser-
mons, and edify many ; but he cannot com-
mand and ensure the effect of his labours, as
men full of faith and the Holy Ghost must
always do. "With any less qualification than
this, he will kcep something back, ho- will'be
defiled with.the blood of souls, and-withhold

you such an account, bath of *he Prcnchcw!
and the people, as no body clse can. Andi
you are Tully assured that Lamnot prejudiced |
agatnst either the Preachers or the people.

To begin with the latter. The world says:
the Methodists are no betier than any other |
people.  Thisis not true.  Yet it is nearer:
the truth, than we are willing to imagine. §

For 1st. Personal religion, cither toward |
God or man, is amazngly superficial among
us.

I can but just touch on 2 few generals.

How little faith is there among us, how
little communion with Ged! How little liv-
ing in heaven,—walking in cteinity, deadness
to every creature !

How much love of tho world: desire of
pleasure, of case, of praise, of gettingmoney.

How little brotherly love!  "What contin-
usl judgingono:another! "What gossiping,
evil speaking, tale bearing! ‘What want of
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with in our people.

1. Too wany of them will be unwilling
to be taught, till we conquer their perverse-
ness by the force of reason and the power of
love.

2. And many arc so dull that they will
shun being taught for fear of showing their
dulness.  And, indecd, you will find it ex-
tremely hard to make them understand the
very plainest points.

3. And itis still harder to fix things in
their heart, without which.all our labour is
lost. If you huve not, therefore, great seo-
rviousness and fervency what good can you
expect? And when all is done, itis the
Spirit of Grace, he alone, who must do the
work.

4. And when we have made some impres-
sions upon their hearts, if we look not after
them, they will soon dic away.

But.as.great asthislabonr of private in-
struction is, it is absolutely necessary; for,




