MARSDEN-~SYNCHRONOUS DOUBLE AMPUTATIONS. 5

taneously, and carried my views into effect in the case of a gentleman
wio had Loth hands aud lower part of the forearins frozen so severely
that gangrene ensued. Uis constitution had mu-o soffered from his
exposure to intense cold during a whole night. A very able surgeon of
this city was kind encugh to amputate one arm, vhilst I operated on the
other at the same time.  Chloroform was resorted to, but entire anas-
thesia could not be produced, and our patient was coiascious during the
operation, but comylained of no puin.  The business was soon over, and
the cure sufficiently rapid.” After a description ot the operation, Dr.
Nelson thus continues, “ Whenever the unfortunate necessity for the
severance of both legs oceurs T would by all mecans give the preference
to simultaneous procedure, in order that the system may not be sub-
jected to two distinct shocks.”

Dr. Nelson seems to be wnder the impression that his operation was
a maiden one of its kind : in this, however, he is niistaken.  As he bas
omitted to give the date of his operation, I can only approximate time
fromn his statement that = Chlorolorm was resorted to,” &e.

The Synchronons Double Amputation was twice performed in this
city, most sneeesstully ard satisthetoriiy, severad years Letore the use of
Chloroform was introduced 5 and the ¢ham to priority 1u double simul-
tancons amputation belongs, 1 believe, of right to Dr. Morrin, our ex-
celient and worthy Muyor.  Tlie first case i which the operation was
performed was in the Spring of the yeur 1832, The subject was a ship-
wrecked sailor who had been severely frozen, and was a patient in the
Hotel Dicu Hospital, and being ina fit state for amputation, the necessity
being equalin both lnnbs, Dr, Morrin proposed the synchronous double
operation, urging its expediency in terms siwilar to those used by Dr. Nel-
son. One of lns ussocite Surgeons, however, opposed and denounced the
experiment as cruel and unheard of, and declined even to witness the
operation, but the other, the Jute Dro Wi, Hall, concurring in Dr. M.Js
views, the operution was perforined with most trinmphant  results,
among which were the comparntively slight pervous shock, the small
loss of blood, amd the rapidity of recovery.

The next case, of which 1 was n wituess, was also at the Hotel Dieu,
and us the suecess of the furmer operation had heen so complete, the
opposition ol the gentlemunn before reterred to was converted iuto appro-
bation 5 Drss Joseph Parnnt nud Seweltngain operated in 1837 with a
suecess eguil to the fiest cuse, The subject of this operation is now an
ihabitaut of yonr good city,  1Ls nnme is Portugais, and he drives his
tandem, thanks to the benevolence of your Muyor und Corporation.
He may frequently be seen riding in adog-curt,~not withstunding the
law to the contrary,—and denling in oysters.



