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C = i> (A, B, e), je dis que la ligne r ne(, doit point entrer dans la
fonction (b. Un effet, ou a Vil que C doit (3Itr-e entierelient deterininlé
par le.g seules donnéëes A, Bl , wais autre angle ou ligne quelconqune
muais l fi ce C est heeoeeavec le" noînln'es A, B, C ; et si on avait
une equation quelconique (-ntre A, B. C et c, on1 eti pourrait tirer la
valeur de e eni A, B, C,.d' où il i'estnlteroit que c est egale à ull nonibre,
ce qui est absurde. Dle c uie peuit entrer dans la valeur (le C et on
a simiplement (C = 4> (A, B).-" Sir John Leslie coniîniitte1 the un.
accounitalile nistalke of' supposing the argumnent here Stated, to be,
'< that the litwi c is of nature hieterogeneous to the angles A andi B,
and theref'ore cannot be compotinded with thre-.e tjuantities '-liereas
the argnulieuut plainlv is that C, wli is a uine, cauniot bc exprossed in
ternis solely of A, B, C, whieh are iiiinibers. "'flu quantities
A, B, C," Sarsi Plavfair, iii luis exposition of Legetidre's reasouing,
arc "Iangles; thev are of the saine nature with niiinbers, or moere ex-
pressions of ratio, und. according to the latiguage of Algebm'a, are of
no dimension. The quantity C, on1 the otlher hand, is the base of a
triangle ; that is to aya straighit Unie, or a quantity of' one dimen-
sion. 0f te four quantities, theî'efore, A, B, C, c, the first thrce are
of no diniensions, and the fouirth or last is of one dimension. No
equation, therefore, can exist. inivoîving ail these founr quantities and
thiem only -for, if there did, a l'allie of' e mnight bo fou nd in terms of
A, B, anti C ; and o thereflore w'oiid be equal to a quatitity of tio
dimensions. whlîih is imipossi lo?'.

la this reasoming it. is assuiied, thatt, because C is determi2zed by
A, B, r, therefore CJ caii be eâpressed Ù& ternis of A, B,ý c. Now
Legendr'e does mnot prove that whenci a quantity is deterdiinied by cer-
tain others, it ciýi ho expressed in ternis of them ; and 1 affirm that
such i ncp without Ihnitation, jr not true.

For examuple, consider the angle C of the triangle ABC. An 8
Jet it be observed that I mnen the angle itself', that is, the inclination
of a and b to one aniiothier, ai not the niumeî'ical value of the angle,
calculated upon the supposition that a right. angle, or any other angle,
lias. been assumed as a unit of nîieasurc. The angle C is determined
14' the sides, a, b, c; yct it cannot he expressed in terris of these
quantities alone; because the valite of «4?n angjle cciv only be indicateci
by. poiatiiig oui ils9 relation to sonze other angle or angles; anti there-
fore cannot he expressedl by means simply of lines It is- truc that
the îiumericaf valuae of C inay be expressed in ternis of' a, b, and c.
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