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flot consider that the scheme proposed by Mr. Westcott for the publication
of an entomologicai periodical, a practicabie one for the Club to under-
take.

Mr. Smith gave an account of the secondary sexual characters of the
Noctuidie, illustrated by blackboard sketches, showing peculiarities of leg
structure in tlue maie butteiflies and some analogous variations in the
Deltoids, in wvhich latter group the tibize often become aborted, Nvhile the
first tarsal joint is often so abnornially developed that it is usuaily mistaken
for the tibia. The peculiar brushes of the fore legs were noticed and some
modifications commented on. The abnormal development of the last
tarsal joint of -Palt/iis wvas illustrated, as wvas aiso the peculiar palpai
structure of the J' of that genus ; so of antennie, the peculiar bends and
tuftings of the J, especially of the group Zfermiiniine, were noted, as
were the more usual pectinations. In conclusion, Mr. Smith mentioned
the varying practice of systematists as to what generie value these char-
acters; should have. In sonue instances these maie characters were
wanting, whiie in ail other respects the species agreed wvith others in wvhich
ail these peculiar structures were well developed ; on the contrary, occa-
sionaliy a species would be found which offered some peculiar character
in the g' not usuaily found in its near allies, instancing . bai-adoxus, in
which the e' has a pellucid impression in the fore wîng, around which the
venation is somewhat modified." What shall ue do with such a species ?
The ý wvell fits into Hdiotzis. Shall the g' theuu authorize a genus
ivhere the ? offers no basis for it? Students of other groups shouid give
their experiences.

Prof. Fernald said tjuat in the Tortricids, generic, and even higlier
value, had been given to, these characters. Thle costal foid wvas a pro-
minent î' character, abnormaliy dcveloped iii niany exotic forms. In a
South India form. it extends fully two-thirds across the uvings, while in
other Indian and Japanese species it is very wide, but not so abnormiaily
developed. Families have been based upon these characters, and one
genus has been based upon a character peculiar ho, tue ? only. This
genus lue thought would have to be abandoned.

Dr. Homn said that in systematic wvork and in cluaracteriziiug a species
both sexes should be considered. It requires two iiudividuals, a g' and a
?, to, makre a single compiete examnple of a species, and classification
should consider these individuals togetluer in assigning positions to tluem.
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